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INTERNATIONAL PEN Writers in Prison Committee

International PEN is the leading voice of literature worldwide, bringing together poets, novelists, essayists, historians, critics, translatc
editors, journalists and screenwriters. Its members are united in a common concern for the craft and art of writing artchantdmmi
freedom of expression through the written word. Through its Centres, PEN operates on all five continents with 138 centesmind€1

Founded in London in 1921, PEN connects an international community of writers. It is a forum where writers meet freestthdiscu
work. It is also a voice speaking out for writers silenced in their own countries.

TheWritersin Prison Committee of International PEN was set up in 1960 as a result of mounting concern about attempts to silence ci
ical voices around the world through the detention of writers. It works on behalf of all those who are detained or otheraiseddr their
opinions expressed in writing and for writers who are under attack for their peaceful political activities or for thegbréheticerofession,
provided that they did not use violence or advocate violence or racial hatred.

Member centres of International PEN are active in campaigning for an improvement in the conditions of persecuted writeraletsl jo
They send letters to the governments concerned and lobby their own governments to campaign for the release of detainddowviiees-
tigations in cases of torture and killings. Through writing to the families and, where possible, directly to prisoneisjitleegrrouragement
and hope.

International PEN has consultative status at the United Nations and with UNESCO.

INTERNATIONAL PEN CHARTER

The PEN Charter is based on resolutions passed at its international congresses and may be summarised as follows:

PEN affirmsthat:

1. Literature knows no frontiers and must remain common currency among people in spite of political or international upheavals.

2. In all circumstances, and particularly in time of war, works of art, the patrimony of humanity at large, should be tdfedrtpumational
or political passion.

3. Members of P.E.N. should at all times use what influence they have in favour of good understanding and mutual respecttiosisyeen
they pledge themselves to do their utmost to dispel race, class and national hatreds, and to champion the ideal of otigihgmmanity
peace in one world.

4. PE.N. stands for the principle of unhampered transmission of thought within each nation and between all nations, angledgebers
themselves to oppose any form of suppression of freedom of expression in the country and community to which they belcsy, as wi
throughout the world wherever this is possible. P.E.N. declares for a free press and opposes arbitrary censorship éademelof p
believes that the necessary advance of the world towards a more highly organized political and economic order rendérssanfiefe cr
governments, administrations and institutions imperative. And since freedom implies voluntary restraint, members pletigestttemse
oppose such evils of a free press as mendacious publication, deliberate falsehood and distortion of facts for politszaiarehdsr

Membership of P.E.N. is open to all qualified writers, editors and translators who subscribe to these aims, without régaatitio etonic
origin, language, colour or religion.

INFORMATION SOURCES

The WIPC gathers its information from a wide variety of sources. It seeks to confirm its information through two indepewcdsnt/'¢oere

its information is unconfirmed, it will either take not action, or send an appeal worded to reflect the fact that the inisrasayienincom-
plete. Sources include press reports, reports form individuals in the region in question, reports from other human rigR&ENjrmmembers
themselves, embassy officials, academics, prisoners’ families, lawyers and friends, and exile groups. It also works tithahié@G@s,

such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch. It is a founder member of IFEX — the International Freedom of Expres
Exchange. IFEX is a collaborative, on-line service in which several groups involved in the campaign for free expressionnpatim
Other members include Article 19, the Committee to Protect Journalists, Index on Censorship, the International Fedeuatialists dod
Reporters sans Frontieres, as well as regional and national groups. For further details see the IFEX website www.IFEX.org

Our work would be impossible without our Sponsors who include:

OXFAM/NOVIB, Swedish International Development Foundation, Norwegian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, the Fritt Ord Foundation
UNESCO, Individual donations and membership fees from PEN members

Bank details: International PEN Foundation Account, National Westminster Bank, 134 Aldersgate Street, London EC1A 4JB. &»@%&Y Account: 81901763.
Registered Charity no: 1010627
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The Writersin Prison Committee of International PEN records of persecuted writers are updated daily. For up-to-date information on a
particular country (or countries), contact the Writers in Prison Committee headquarters in London.

Anyone wishing to take action on any individual mentioned in this Caselist should contact the Writers in Prison Committegdrsadq
for any update there may be on the case and for advice on appeals.

Explanation of Terms Used
Important: Please Read

Main Cases
Those cases listed as 'main cases' are those where the Writers in Prison Committee is confident that:

i. the person is a writer or journalist or is persecuted because of their writings;
ii. the person has not used violence towards his or her aims or advocated racial hatred.

In these cases, the Writers in Prison Committee will take all possible action for their release or for compensation.Heressgsisoner is
held without charge or trial for a considerable length of time, the Writers in Prison Committee will consider them to hmsenuentil and
unless information is provided which shows that they have used violence or advocated racial hatred.

Judicial concern

These are cases where the main concern includes convictions based on trial proceedings which were manifestly unfaie, avheseribes
concerns regarding allegations of torture or where there are other irregularities in the judicial process. In theseWesss, ith@rison
Committee calls for a re-trial following fair trial practice or is calling for an investigation of the alleged malpracficethode found guilty
of committing such acts as torture to be brought to justice.

Investigation case
An investigation case is one where the Writers in Prison Committee:

i needs more information to ascertain whether a person is a writer or is persecuted for their writings;
ii. is not clear as to whether or not he or she has used violence or advocated racial hatred;

iii. has insufficient information to confirm that the event has taken place;

iv is seeking confirmation that the person is still detained.

The Writers in Prison Committee publishes details of investigation cases so as to provide a complete account of repestagiastis
individuals practicising their right to free expression in all countries. However, it will not usually call for their r€aasesufficient
information is available, their cases will be reclassified as a main case or dropped as appropriate.

"' by a name indicates that the case is new to the Committee's list since the last Writers in Prison Committee refsbrepdnewas dated
June 2007.



Caselist July to December 2007
International PENAFitersin Prison Committee CAM EROON
Details current up to 31 December 2007 ) .

Sentenced in absentia

*Wirkwa Eric TAY U: journalist for the local weekly newspapite Nso
AFRICA \oice, based in Kumbo in the region of Bui. On 13 August 2007 Tayu

was sentenced to a year in prison and 850,000 CFA franc (US$1,800)
fine on a number of press offences, including criminal defamation. The
charges were related to a series of stories on alleged corruption in the
local government, particularly a 23 April article based on a central

ANGOLA government audit report accusing Kumbo’s mayor of involvement in
o embezzlement. Neither Tayu nor a defense lawyer was present when the
Sentenced - provisionally released sentence was passed: Tayu had gone into hiding a week before the trial

*Felisberto DE GRACA CAMPOS: director of the private weekly and his lawyer claimed that he had not received a hearing notice. Other
Semanério Angolense, was convicted of ‘insult, slander, calumny and charges against Tayu included publishing a supplement without authori-
infringement of rights’ and handed an eight-month custodial sentence sation and not depositing copies of the paper at the offices of the local
25 September 2007. The newspaper was also fined 18.7 million kwar@asecutor prior to sale and distribution, requirements which are widely
(US$250,000) for criminal libel. The charges were filed by a formedisregarded and rarely enforcethe Nso Voice has been previously
minister of justice who had complained about articles published by thargeted by the authorities because of its critical coverage of local
newspaper in 2001 and 2004 alleging trafficking of influence. Graggovernment, and Tayu himself was jailed in 2004 for eight months for
Campos had missed the previous hearings because he was reportedlyatiegedly defaming the Kumbo’s mayor. An appeal was lodged; PEN is
notified of their dates and was out of the country at the time and therefaeeking an update.

did not have the chance to submit his defence. An appeal was lodged

with the Supreme Court requesting the sentence to be suspended arfitacked

retrial. The judge allowed the right to appeal, but sent Graca CamposRoland TSAPI: journalist with independent daillye Messager, was
prison to serve his sentence pending the hearing. On 9 October Grassaulted by riot police while he was covering a peaceful demonstration
Campos was rushed to the infirmary attached to S&o Paulo prison ininfthe Cameroonian economic capital, Douba, on 23 July 2007. The
Luanda, the Angolan capital, where he required immediate medical treattack reportedly took place in the yard of the district authority for basic
ment for his diabetes. On 3 November he was provisionally releaseducation, where members of the country’s opposition parties and motor-
pending the outcome of his appeal [RAN 43/07 — 26 October 200¢ycle taxi drivers were protesting about fraud that had allegedly taken

Update #1 to RAN 43/07 — 23 November 2007]. place during legislative and municipal elections held the previous day.
According to news reports, some police officers with whom Tsapi was
Case closed speaking suddenly pushed him towards members of the riot police, who

Raul DANDA: journalist and member of the banned human rights orgaicked him and beat him with truncheons and rifle butts. The journalist
nization Mpalabanda — Associacé@o Civica de Cabinda (Mpalabandaequired hospital treatment for bruising to the head.
Civic Association of Cabinda), was arrested on 29 September 2006 on
arrival at the airport in the Cabinda province of Angola. He was chargdd? trial
on 3 October and released on 27 October pending trial proceedirigsvendline MOM (f): reporter and political editor for the local news-
Danda is charged with “instigating, inciting and condoning crimegaperCameroon Trumpet, is facing charges of defaming government
against the security of the state”. The charges apparently stem frafiicials and inciting public rebellion and five to 10 years in prison due to
several opinion pieces that Danda had written for a variety of newspapémr reporting on alleged election fraud. Mom (26) was arrested at her
in Angola, in which he allegedly called for the secession of Cabinda @me on the night of 31 July 2007. When she asked why she was under
province which, geographically, is completely separate from Angolaprrest, six policemen reportedly dragged her from her house and threw
His trial had not started by the end of 2006. The charges were reportetigr into a van. Mom was detained at the Buea central police station for a
dropped in January 2007. Case closed. week, during which time she was allegedly tortured. On her release on 9
August, she was hospitalised for almost two weeks for injuries sustained

BURKINA FASO during her detention, including a fracture in her right hand. It is believed

] ) ) that the government is unhappy with an 18 July investigative article by
Brief detention/facing charges Mom in which she exposed its alleged plans to rig the 22 July municipal
Thierry NABYOURE: journalist for San Finna newspaper, was and parliamentary elections, which cited an anonymous source in the
detained on 26 March 2007 for 48 hours for allegedly defaming the chiailing CPDM party. It is understood that later reports revealed that there
of staff of the National Gendarmerie. The charges are related to an artibled in fact been large-scale electoral fraud in Fako division. Mom has
in which Nabyoure reported that the officer had refused to undergo milince been threatened with further arrest and a law suit has been filed
tary training in France. Nabyoure was reportedly forced to disclose tlegainst her, accusing her of defaming government officials and inciting
source of this information and explain his motives for writing the articlepublic rebellion. If found guilty, she faces five to 10 years in prison. She
He was released on 27 March pending trial, which was due to open omnvds due to appear in court on 20 September but is understood to have
June. He reportedly faced a possible two-week prison sentence if fougdne into hiding
guilty. PEN is seeking details of the trial hearing.



dissident general Laurent Nkunda. Initially suspected of attempting to
CHAD deliver weapons to Nkanda, the journalists were then officially accused
. of wanting to make contact with enemies of the DRC, and to hold inter-
On Trial views in a war zone without the national army’s authorisation. However,
*Nadjikimo BENOUDJITA: news editor of the private weekNotre  on their release, in 9 October 2007, no charges were held against them.
Temps, was arrested on 14 December 2007 and held at the headquarters
of the intelligence service, despite his family having been told that hEhreatened/ Harassed
was being taken to the central police station. His arrest came about*Banat M’Baya TSHIMANGA and Tshivis TSHIVUADI: President
result of a complaint made against him by the High Council ond Secretary General respectively of Journalist en Danger (JED), a
Communication (HCC). The next day judicial police searched his hom&inshasa-based free press non-governmental organization, have been
which also serves as the newspaper’s editorial office. After initially beinthreatened and harassed on a regular basis since 2005. In June 2007,
charged with “defamation” and “insulting the head of State”, Benoudjitd shivuadi reportedly received a threatening phone call after criticising
was eventually charged with “inciting tribal and religious hatred” on 1%he handling of the official investigation into the murder of a news radio
December. He was then released pending his next court summons. Baé&or. On 10 July Tshimanga reported that they had been informed that
police told theNotre Temps editor-in-chief that the information and their lives could be in grave danger due to the work of their organisation.
public security minister intended to close the newspaper down. According to Tshimanga, he was warned by a reliable source that JED’s
Evariste NGARALBAYE: journalist for the N'djamena-based weekly reporting on the same case was upsetting some powerful people in the
Notre Temps, was detained for four days, from 27 to 31 October 2006, agjovernment and that he and Tshivuadi should take care. The source
the national department of Judiciary investigations (Section nationale delvised them to keep quiet and preferably leave the country for a time.
recherches judiciaries, SNRJ) of the N'djamena police headquarters. e a result the men took a number of precautions, including not sleeping
was held in the wake of an article in the 30 October issietoétemps  at home, sending their families away from the capital and temporarily
entitled “The Eastern Conflict: a useless war”, in which he alleged thgbing abroad. On 31 July, the press and information minister threatened
the Chadian army had recruited children to fight against the Union dED during a radio interview, calling it “an anti-patriotic organisation”,
forces for Democracy and Development (Union des forces pour kuggesting he would withdraw its legal status and urging JED to “take
Démocratie et le Dévelopement, UFDD). Ngaralbaye was provisionallgreat care.” However, the harassment has continued, including an anony-
released on 31 October. The National Gendarmerie was reportedly sumgus fax on 20 August ordering the men to stop reporting on the case of
him for “defamation” and “damage to the reputation and morale of theaurdered journalist Franck Ngyke and his wife Hélene Mpaka (see
troops”. He was due to make his first appearance in court on 2 Novemladrove), and a threatening e-mail on 2 September. Similar threats received
2006. PEN is seeking an update in 2005 and 2006 were reported to the General Prosecutor’s office but no
action was taken.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF Released

CONGO Bosange MBAKA (“Che Guevara”): reporter with the magazine
] . Mambenga, was arrested on 21 November 2006 following a fire at the
Sentenced in absentia Supreme Court during clashes between police and supporters of presi-

Pold KALOMBO: reporter with the Kinshasa-based weekby Soft dential candidate Jean-Pierre Bemba. Mbaka was charged by a military
International, was sentenced in his absence to six months in prison anctaurt with “theft of military property” for retrieving a mobile phone that
20,000 Congolese franc (US$40) fine on defamation charges on 18 Mams left in the courtroom when the fire broke out, despite the fact that he
2007. Kalombo and the newspaper were also ordered to US$150,000éportedly handed it over to a guard outside the court of his own accord
damages. The journalist claims he was not notified of the lawsuit untilthe same day. Mbaka was detained in secret for 36 days in a cell at the
July, when the indictment and court ruling were given to him by th&pecial Services Unit of Kinshasa police headquarters, during which
paper’s security guard. The defamation charges stem from a 3 Aptiine he was only questioned once. On 27 December 2006 he was trans-
report by Kalombo which criticised a partnership established in 200frred to Kinshasa’s Central Penitentiary (CPRK), where he remains in
between petroleum refinery SOCIR (Société congolaise des industriesasstody. According to JED, in mid March 2007 Mbaka had been held
raffinage) and X-OIL. According to Kalombo, one of the source matednder special confinement measures for more than a week, meaning that
rials for his article was a 2005 book by SOCIR’s head of economilse could no longer receive visitors, including his lawie infor ma-
research which was also critical of the deal. As of 19 July Kalombtion: On 7 September 2007, Mbaka was released and acquitted for lack
remained free and his lawyers were reportedly opposing the ruling on tbeevidence, after ten months in pre-trial detention.

grounds that it abused the journalist’s rights to an open and fair trial. No

further news as of 31 December. Case closed
. ) Franck Ngyke KANGUNDU: political columnist for the Kinshasa-
Brief detention based daily newspapka Référence Plus and his wife Héléne Mpaka (f)

*Paul HARERA SEBIKALI andRobert | SAUR: Ugandan journalists were shot and killed on 3 November 2005. According to reports,
for the independent weeklyhe Monitor, based in Kampala, the capital Kangundu and his wife were fired on by three masked men in civilian
of Uganda, were taken into custody on 3 October 2007, in Mugungelothes who forced their way into the couple’s house shortly after they
DRC. The reporters were on their way to the Masisi territory, where thereturned home in the early hours of 3 November 2005. Hélene Mpaka
is strong support for the National Congress of the People (Congreas reportedly killed as she tried to escape. Kangundu then pleaded for
national du people - CNDP), a politico-militar movement led by théhis life, offering his assailants his money and his car. The killers ha8



reportedly told Kangundu that they had orders to kill him. As the head ¢ibn. The article in question stated that the four had overcharged for motor
the political section ofa Référence Plus, Kangunda covered a variety of vehicle licence plates and had taken the extra money for their own use,
economic and political issues, including relations between politicakportedly a common embezzlement practice in the Congolese civil
parties in the power-sharing government. On 10 March 2006, it wa®rvice. Vita was sentenced in his absence and is understood later to have
reported that second lieutenants Joél Mungande Kimbao and Didigone into hiding. No further news as of 31 December — case closed.
Awatimbine and warrant officer Munongo Muyika had been detained as

suspects and that Col. Mputu Mpende, a member of the Kinshasa-MatfeR | TREA

military inspectorate, had said that in the course of their initial enquiries o

the police discovered that these three soldiers had used the victinfgportedly died in custody

mobile phones during the 12 hours following the double-muTdeal of Said ABDELKADER (writer, chief editor ofAdmas and owner of a
suspects: The first public hearing in the trial of the three suspects tookress that printed a number of independent newspapers in Erticea

place on 12 July 2006, amidst calls from human rights organisations,1969), Medhanie HAILE (assistant editor-in-chief ¢feste Debena —
notably Journaliste en Danger (JED), that an independent investigatidRainbow’ — born c. 1970), Yusuf MOHAMED AL (editor-in-chief of

take place. The military tribunal conducting the trial has been unable T@igenay — born c. 1958), Fesshaye YOHANNES “ Joshua” (co-owner
guarantee its independence, particularly in light of an investigative repas Setit, playwright and poet born c. 1957). Date of arrest: in the days
published by JED in February 2006, which implicated leading membefellowing 23 September 2001. Detained along with a number of other
of President Kabila’s ruling party in the deaths. The police had begaurnalists and former members of parliament as a part of a large scale
acting on the theory that the double murder was a common-law crimerackdown on government critics calling for democratic reforms. On 18
despite evidence suggesting that the motives may have been political September 2001, known as “Black Tuesday”, the government closed
early 2007 JED noted that out of 20 scheduled hearings due to take pldosvn all independent media outlets indefinitely (Stn cases entry

since the trial began in July 2006, only eight had actually occurred, filelow for more detailsBentence: None of the men are believed to have

of which focussed on procedural matte¥&erdict: Joél Mungande been brought to triaReports of deathsin custody: In November 2006
Kimbao, the main defendant, and Munongo Muyika, were botlReporters San Frontiéres (RSF) asserted the credibility of reports of the
sentenced to death on 13 April 2007 by the military court of theleaths of Said Abdulkader (March 2005), Medhanie Haile (February
Kinshasa/Matete garrison. The third defendant, Didier Awatimbine, wa&006) and Yusuf Mohamed Ali (13 June 2006), which had been circu-
sentenced to life imprisonment. All three were found guilty of murderating for some time (e.g. www.aigaforum.com, www.awate.com and
attempted murder, extortion and violation of prison regulations. Theww.asmarino.com).The men’s deaths were attributed to harsh condi-
court also condemned a fourth man, Serges Kabungu Obez, in absertizns and lack of medical attention in Eiraeiro, a secret prison in the
to five years in prison for having purchased a phone belonging to therthern Red Sea desert province and accessible only by foot. In
victim. Paulin Kusungila, the uncle of Joel Mungade Kimbao, wa$ebruary 2007, a number of reports strongly suggested that Fesshaye
acquitted. There have been widespread concerns that major procedifahannes “Joshua” had also died in Eiraeiro on 11 January 2007.
failings and governmental obstruction have undermined the trial albhannes had “disappeared” after taking part in a hunger strike in April
prevented the true motives of the crime from being revehbled.infor- 2002 He is thought to have been detained in an underground prison in
mation: In December 2007, an appeal confirmed the original verdicongolo, to the north of Asmara, before being transferred to Eiraeiro.
and the case was closed. No additional investigation was carried out. Yohannes was paralysed in one hand and had been walking with diffi-
Bapuwa MWAMBA: freelance print journalist for several Kinshasa- culty for many years. He is thought to have died as a result of severe ill
based newspapers, was shot dead by unidentified gunmen who storrtredtment and denial of medical care. Some sources indicate that that he
his home on 8 July 2006. An investigation into the possible motives fdrad suffered torture prior to his death, including having his fingernails
his murder was opened. In late August 2006, police revealed that thegped out. Media censorship and the fact that Eritrea is closed to human
were holding a former soldier and two civilians whom they believedights investigators means that these reports remain unconfirmed. No
killed Mwamba in a botched robbery attempt. On 1 June 2007 the trial &frther news as of December 2007. PEN is continuing to monitor these
the presumed assassins began at the Kinshasa/ Matete Military Tribur@@sesHonorary Members. American PEN, PEN Canada, Ghanaian
Four people were facing charges of “murder, illegal possession ¢fEN (Medhanie Haile).

firearms, criminal conspiracy and armed robbeNg&w infor mation: .

On 24 August the court pronounced its verdict. Vungu Mbembo, Nkunkdffain cases

Makwala and Mangwele Lowayi were found guilty of “criminal Emanuel ASRAT (editor-in-chief of Zemen — ‘Time’ ), Temesken
conspiracy, armed robbery, illegal possession of firearms and war mu@HEBREY ESUS (sports reporter dfeste Debena - ‘ Rainbow’ - born

tions and non-premeditated murder” and were sentenced to death. Th&967), Mattewos HABTEAB (chief editor oMegaleh - ‘Echo’ - born

fourth defendant, Suami Sumbu, was sentenced to 20 years in prison ¢ot973), Dawit HABTEMICHAEL (assistant chief editor dflegaleh -
“illegal possession of firearms and war munitions.” The court ordered th®rn c. 1973), Dawit | SAAC (co-owner ofSetit, writer — born 1964),
defendants to pay a CF150,000 (US$300) fine and, jointly with thBate of arrest: in the days following 23 September 20@&ntence: not
Congolese state, US$3.5 million in damages to Bapuwa’s family. yet sentencedDetails of arrest and charges. According to news
Popol Ntula VITA: local correspondent for the Kinshasa private weeklyreports, presidential adviser Yemane Gebremeskel stated that these jour-
newspapeta Cité Africaine, was sentenced to three months in prison anchalists (and the four listed in the entry above) may have been arrested for
a fine on charges of defamation on 26 February 2007. The ruling followedoiding national service. The detentions came in the wake of the closing
the public prosecutor’s request for a 12-month prison sentence. Vita wdswn of all eight independent newspapers by the authorities on 18
convicted for an article published on 6 January 2007 in which he accus8dptember 2001 (these include the weelllegaleh, Setit, Tsigenay,

the head of the local tax office and three other treasury officials of corrugemen, Wintana, and Admas). Since then, only the state newspaper,



Hadas Eritrea, has been published. The authorities have either denielkhader AHMEDIN (Tsigenay), Omer “ABU AKLA” (Tsigenay),

that a clampdown has taken place, claiming instead that the journaligtsnanuel GHEBREMASKEL (Mana), GHEBREMEDHIN

have merely been sent to carry out their national service; or that t{eillennium), Yebio GHEBREMEDHIN (Mekalih), Daniel HABTE
closures and mass arrests were necessary for the sake of national unityFor-Tempo), Muluberhan HABTEGEBRIEL (Setit), Zemenfes

were effected because of the failure of the newspapers to comply withAILE (Tsigenay), Meles NIGUSSE (Tsigenay), Paolos ZAID

laws covering media licences. However, a more likely explanation is théEritrean Profile): all journalists with Eritrean publications (as indi-
the crackdown was an attempt to stamp out criticism of the Eritreagated), are missing presumed imprisoned or forcibly conscripted into the
government'’s treatment of students and political dissenters, and its proaemy and sent to the front line in the conflict with Ethiopia (a cease-fire
cution of the war against Ethiopia. All those detained have had their badkclared in December 2000 is still in force). Zaid was arrested at his
accounts frozen and assets confiscated. In April 2003, Eritrean presideome in late April 2001. His current whereabouts are unknown, as is the
Isaias Afewerki told Radio France Internationale that the journalisteason for his arrest. Haile was reportedly captured by security agents
listed as arrested or missing had been bribed by forces opposed to ¢aely in 1999. He is said to have been tortured before being transferred to
government to cause division. He stated, “You cannot say a spy is a jodiara hard labour detention centre. Towards the end of 2000 Haile was
nalist...In the middle of the war we had to check them. We had to sagportedly transferred to an unknown location, before being released
enough is enough.Health concerns/prison conditions: It was reported  from prison in 2002. He is believed to have been sent into the army
in April 2004 that the_journalists were being held in secret securitymnmediately and is apparently still carrying out his national service even
sections of the® and & police stations in the capital Asmara. In 2006 though he reportedly fulfilled his duties in this regard in 1994. On 15
CPJ noted that a recent anonymous report which first appeared dume 2001, Eritrean Justice Minister Foazia Hashim wrote that five of the
www.aigaforum.com paints a picture of the brutal prison conditions ififteen journalists initially reported as missing were employed with non-
which the jailed journalists live. It claims that jailed opposition leadergovernmental organisations or local publications and that “the remaining
and journalists were moved to the remote Eiraeiro prison in 2003. journalists are performing their obligations in the National Service
2002, the journalists had reportedly gone on hunger strike against thBirogram”. No further new as of 31 December 2007; all are still missing
detention. CPJ’s sources said they believed that the description of giesumed imprisoned or forcibly conscriptétionorary Members:

place was credible but some of the report’s details were inaccurate. TBbhanaian PEN

report has also been posted on http://www.awate.com and

http://www.asmarino.com. There are ongoing concerns about severe THlOPlA

treatment, poor health and lack of access to medical care, as highlighted ] .

by the four reported deaths above. No further news as of December 208¢ntenced in absentia

PEN is continuing to monitor these casétonorary Members: Abey GIZAW: editor-in-chief of the weekljetsanet, was sentenced in
American PEN, PEN Canada. absentia to life imprisonment for ‘treason’ on 16 July 2007. The charges
Mahmud AHMED SHERIFFO, Haile WOLDETESNAE, Petros related to his publication of articles critical of the government’s conduct
SOLOMON, Saleh Idris KEKIA, General Ogbe ABRAHA, Astier around the May 2005 parliamentary elections (see ediryrial —
FESHATSION, Berhane GHEBRE EGHZABIHER, Hamid charges dropped below for more details). Neither Gizaw ndelalem
HIMID, Estifanos SEYOUM, Germano NAT| and Beraki GHEBRE GUEBRE, editor ofMenelik, was included in the pardons issued in July
SELASSIE: former Minister of Local Government, former Minister of and August 2007. Prior to his conviction, Gizaw had been arrested on 6
Trade and Industry, former Minister of Fisheries, former Minister ofluly 2005 on charges of “defamation of the Ministry of Defence”, but
Transportation and Communication, and former Chief of Staff of thevas released the same day on bail. [Update #5 to RAN 49/05 — 27 July
Defence Force and Minister of Trade and Industry respectively (the finaD07, Update #6 to RAN 49/05 — 9 August 2007, Update #7 to RAN
six were also former members of government), have been detained sid&05 - 23 August 2007]

18 or 19 September 2001 after the publication in May 2001 of an open )

letter critical of the government addressed to members of the rulinggntenced - free pending appeal

People’s Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) party. All eleven wefgetachew SIMIE: former reporter for the independent weekigdis
members of the so-called G-15, a group of fifteen PFDJ senior officiafdmass and editor-in-chief of the now defunct Amharic weekyat

who signed the letter. They were arrested in Asmara on 18 and Agerie, was sentenced to three months in prison on defamation charges
September 2001 and accused of crimes against national security amdecember 2005; two years later he is still waiting for the outcome of
sovereignty. A twelfth G15 member was also arrested but was relead@d appeal. Simie was arrested and jailed on the basis of an article he had
when he recanted. The three remaining members were abroad at the timiéten six years previously. Prior to his arrest, he had received threat-
of the arrests and have not returned to Eritrea. In February 2002, in theing telephone calls from the authorities, which he believes were
first parliamentary session since 2000, President Issayas Afeweikiended to deter him from continuing his reporting. On 1 December
declared that the G-15 members had “committed treason by abandonR@D5, Simie was arrested and beaten, and on 7 December 2005, was
the very values and principles the Eritrean people fought for”. Theentenced to three months’ imprisonment for defamation for an August
National Assembly therefore “strongly condemned them for the crimek999 Enat Agerie piece alleging corrupt practices at a government-
they committed against the people and their country”. After such statewned textile factory. His conviction came in the wake of a generalised
ments it seems highly improbable that the eleven currently held willampdown of the independent press. Simie was held for a week in
receive a fair trial. The eleven are held incommunicado and it is nétality and then Zway prison some 165km from the capital, before being
known whether they have been formally charged. All believed stilieleased on bail following an appeal to the Supreme Court lodged by his

detained as of 31 December 2007; PEN monitoring. family. As of December 2007, his appeal was still pending.
Disappeared/possibly imprisoned or conscripted 7



. learned in September 2007 that Engida had been released after serving
On trial - charges dropped his sentence, exact date and circumstances not known.
Sisay AGENA (managing editor oEthiop and head of the Ethiopian Abraham GEBREKIDAN: editor of the now-defunct Amharic weekly
Free Press Journalists Associatio8grkalem FASIL (f) (editor of  Politika, was sentenced on 8 March 2006 to 12 months’ imprisonment
Menelik — wife of Eskinder Nega - gave birth in prison in June 2006)for publishing “false news”. The charge stemmed from a 2002 report that
Derege HABTEWOLDE (deputy editor oNetsanet); NardosMEAZA alleged that the Ethiopian authorities were training rebels in Eiieva.
(editor-in-chief of the weeklysatanaw); Eskinder NEGA (owner of  information: PEN learned in September 2007 that Gebrekidan had been
Serkalem Publishing Enterprise - publisher Asfjual, Menelik and  released, exact date and circumstances not known.
Satanaw -— husband of Serkalem Fasif)ekarias TESFAYE (publisher ~ Tesehalene MENGESHA: a former editor of the defunct weekly
of the weeklyNetsanet); Feleke TIBEBU (deputy editor ofHadar); Mebruk, was reported on 12 May 2006 to have been sentenced to 18
Fasil YENEALEM (publisher of the weeklyddis Zena). Among at  months’ imprisonment. The exact date of the trial at which Mengesha
least 18 journalists and two academics arrested en masse, along witis found guilty is unclear. The “criminal defamation” charge for which
opposition party leaders and human rights defenders, in November 200&. was tried stemmed from an article published during the 1998-2000
The arrests came in the aftermath of clashes between security forces bater conflict between Ethiopia and Eritrea. The piece — not believed to
demonstrators protesting against supposed irregularities in the May 2006 penned by Mengesha himself — named a person believed to be
parliamentary elections. The journalists and academics were chargedrking as a double agent. The individual denied the allegation and filed
with “outrages against the constitution or constitutional order,” “impairthe charge against Mengesha on the grounds that Ethiopian law holds
ment of the defensive power of the state” and “attempted genocidetitors responsible for the content of their newspapaw. informa-
following the publication of editorials critical of the government’stion: PEN learned in September 2007 that Mengesha had been released,
conduct around the May 2005 parliamentary elections. These crimesact date and circumstances not known.
carry the death penalty or life imprisonment. This political trial lastedAbraham RETA: journalist with the independent weeldgdis Admas,
almost two years (November 2005 to August 2007), during which time&as reported to have been handed down a one-year prison sentence fol
the writers were held in often dire conditions. The eight editors namdibel on 24 April 2006. The charge is believed to have stemmed from a
above were acquitted and released in April 2007 after spending 2002 article published in the defunct weeRlyh in which he reportedly
months in prison (see previous case list for more details). However, on tliiked three senior officials to a corruption case. He was conditionally
June three publishing houses were convicted on similar chargegleased after serving three months in prison pending the outcome of his
Serkalem (which ownésqual, Menelik and Satanaw); Sisay Ethiop); appeal. On 26 January 2007 his appeal was rejected by the Ethiopian
and Fasil Addis Zena). The companies, owned by Nega, Agena andSupreme Court and he was returned to jail to complete the remaining
Yenealum respectively, were ordered to pay heavy fines and be dissolveithe months of his sentencélew information: PEN learned in
The Ethiopian government then sought to revive the genocide charg&gptember that Reta had been released from prison, exact date anc
which carry the death penalty, against the eight editors. They were dueciccumstances not known.
appear before Ethiopia’s Supreme Court in November 2007. A number
of them had already fled the country following their relebise: infor - The following eight journalists and two academics had all been impris-
mation: The genocide charges were dropped after the majority of othened since November 2005 on charges related to their publication of
journalists involved in the same political trial were pardoned in July aneditorials critical of the government’s conduct around the May 2005
August 2007. However, official harassment continues in more subtfgrliamentary elections (for more details, see entry On trial — charges
forms. On 1 January 2008, Agena, Fassil and Nega were informed thiaopped above):
their application for a licence to launch a new publication, which they
had applied for in September 2007, had been deniel@norary Solomon AREGAW!I: owner of the weekly newspapeidar, is under-
Membersof USA PEN: Eskinder Nega and Sisay Agena. [Update #5 tcstood to have been released in the first half of 2007; circumstances
RAN 49/05 — 27 July 2007; Update #6 to RAN 49/05 — 9 August 2007ynclear.

Update #7 to RAN 49/05 — 23 August 2007] Andualem AYELE (editor of the weekly newspapé&thiop), Dawit
FASSIL (deputy editor ofSatanaw), Dr Berhanu NEGA (economist
Released and vice chairman of the opposition Coalition for Unity and Democracy -

. ) . . CUD - and elected mayor of Addis Ababsl)esfin TESFAY E (editor of
Egg Irglarned 'fr:oﬁptﬁrggﬁr;ggxggéﬂg L?:L?Jm%rfg;; L?]‘Iirngs\ll'ns_ts had  Aday), Professor Mesfin WOLDE MARIAM (75, author and former

P ' : chair of the Ethiopian Human Rights Councijpnakseged ZEL EKE
Leykun ENGIDA: former editor-in-chief of the now defunct weekly (editor of Asqual). The four editors and two academics were freed
newspapebagim Wonchif, appeared at the Second Criminal Bench offollowing a conditional pardon on 20 July 2007, four days after they had
the Federal High court on 1 July 2004 to face charges of “violating articleceived lengthy prison sentences. On 16 July Ayele and Tesfaye escapec
10/1-20/1/ of Press Proclamation no. 34/1985” by “disseminating falsbe death penalty but were sentenced to life imprisonment, as were
information through the newspaper”. The charges stem fr@agam Professor Wolde Mariam and Dr Nega. Zeleke and Fassil received
Wonchif article published on 15 June 2000 entitled, “Ato Siyoum Mesfirsentences of three years and 18 months respectively. The six were then
appeals for resignation.” Engida was released on bail of 5000 bireleased from Kality prison along with 32 opposition leaders and
(US$600). On 9 December 2005, Engida was given a 15-month senterativists following an apparent deal struck with the authorities in June.
for “fabricating news that could have negative psychological effects anill 38 are understood to have signed a statement acknowledging their
cause disturbances in the minds of the people”. He was sent to prisoriritistakes” committed in relation to deadly protests following the 2005
serve his sentence on 27 December 200&v information: PEN  elections and asking for clemency. A number of the journalists have fled



the country since their relead¢onorary Member of Scottish PEN: African States (ECOWAS) in Nigeria had issued a hearing notice for a
Professor Mesfin Wolde Mariam [Update #5 to RAN 49/05 — 27 Julguit filed against the Republic of Gambia by MFWA on Manneh’s behalf
2007] with the aim of forcing the authorities into releasing and compensating
Wesenseged GEBREK IDAN (former editor of the weekbpddis Zena Manneh.New information: Manneh was reportedly sighted on 26 July
and current editor of the weekfddis Zena), Dawit KEBEDE (editor- 2007 at Gambia’s main hospital where he was receiving treatment for
in-chief of Hadar) and Goshu MOGES (publisher and contributor to high blood pressure. He was said to be very weak and was accompanied
Lisane Hezeb — a weekly newspaper and monthly magazine). Releasdsy members of the Police Intervention Unit (PIU) (allegedly a paramili-
on 18 August 2007, along with some 30 opposition members, followingry wing of the Gambian Police Force and Prison Service). Prior to the
a conditional pardon issued by Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. All thresighting Manneh had apparently been detained at Mile Two Central
had been given lengthy prison sentences just a few weeks earlier. On@Bi¥on on the outskirts of Banjul, before being briefly admitted to Gamtel
July Gebrekidan and Kebede were sentenced to four years’ imprisoward Hospital and then being transferred to a military clinic in Banjul.
ment for “conspiracy to subvert the government” (Gebrekidan had previ-he government failed to send a representative to the ECOWAS Court
ously been handed two prison sentences - eight months and 16 monthgarings scheduled for 16 July and 26 September. The Community Court
on charges of criminal defamation; see previous case list for details). @nexpected to deliver its verdict on the case on 31 January 2008.

27 July Moges and a freelance columnTstilios Tantu (who had been

jailed since February 2006 on similar charges) were given 10- and 18entenced — appeal lodged

year sentences respectively for “belonging to an illegal political organl-amin FATTY: reporter for the Banjul-based bi-weekly newspaiyer
sation”. It is understood that the journalists had waived their defence ahutlependent, was arrested on 10 April 2006 in the wake of an article on
pleaded guilty in anticipation of the pardon. The government has deni#te arrest of a number of alleged coup plotters which erroneously impli-
allegations that they were forced to make a confession. [Update #6 dated a former government minister.

RAN 49/05 — 9 August 2007; Update #7 to RAN 49/05 - 23 AugusOn 24 March 2006The Independent had run a piece that included a list

2007]. of 23 well known figures supposedly arrested in connection with an
abortive coup plot three days earlier. Samba Bah, former interior minister

GABON and former head of the National Intelligence Agency, was mistakenly
named. The 27 March 2006 issue carried an article in which Bah refuted

Suspended sentence the assertion that he had been arrested and an apology by the newspaper.

*Guy-Christian MAVIOGA: director of the independent newspaper The editor and managing director Tie | ndependent were arrested on
L’ Espoir, was sentenced in absentia on 1 August 2007 to one month28 March and were released without charge on 20 April 2006. Several
prison, a five-month suspended prison sentence and two fines father members of staff were also detained during the armed raid but
offending the head of state. He was reportedly unable to appear in corgteased later the same day, also without chdigelndependent was
as he had been hospitalised due to poor conditions during his detentforcibly closed by security services on 28 March 2006 and remains
since 28 June. He was taken to hospital on 30 July to be treated for red@nned. Fatty was held incommunicado for two months, eventually being
ratory problems and back pain which had begun while in detentioneleased on bail on 12 June 2006. During his time in custody it is under-
Mavioga'’s arrest stemmed from a 14 June editorial critical of Presidestood that he was denied access to a lawyer. He faced charges under
Omar Bongo, who has been in power since 196Espoir has also section 181 of the Gambian criminal code for publishing “false news”.
indefinitely suspended by Gabon’s Media regulation body, CNC. As hiis trial was extremely protracted due to its frequent adjournment, some-
had already spent more than a month in jail prior to his convictiortimes for apparently trivial reasons. On 5 June 2007 the Kanifing
Mavioga was released on 5 August 200Espoir remained suspended. Magistrates’ Court found Fatty guilty as charged and sentenced him to a
D50,000 (US$1,850) fine or by default one year in prison. Fatty was

GAMB'A jailed immediately but was released soon after when the Gambia Press
] Union (GPU), the country’s largest journalists’ union, paid the fine. It is
Disappearance understood that Fatty has filed an appBa&v information: As of 31

“Chief” Ebrimah MANNEH: journalist with the pro-governmebtaily December, Fatty was in hiding. PEN monitoring.
Observer, was reportedly arrested on 11 July 2006 and has been held in, . .
incommunicado detention at the National Intelligence Agency (NIAPrief detention/ Possible death threats
headquarters ever since, seemingly without having been charged Wwithya DAMPHA: reporter for Foroyaa bi-weekly newspaper, was
any offence. The NIA has repeatedly denied that they have the journalistested on 6 October 2007, together with two staff members of Amnesty
in their custody. It is believed that the reason for the arrest of Mannehrternational, for allegedly spying. All three were released without
known as “Chief” Ebrimah B. Manneh — is that he is alleged to have hadharge 48 hours later. Dampha has since undergone further harassment.
contact with a foreign journalist before the July 2006 African UniorOn Sunday 14 October 2007, plain clothes officers came to Dampha’s
Summit, held in the Gambian capital Banjul. Manneh apparently gaveome in Latrikinda Sabiji, some 20 kilometres from Banjul, and ques-
this journalist information deemed by the Gambian government to hat®ned his wife about his whereabouts; she told them that he had gone to
been damaging to the country’s image. According to PEN's sourcewprk at theForoyaa offices. Reports suggest that the police have since
Manneh has been moved around the country throughout his detenti@iurned to Dampha’s home several times, but that the reporter is now
and although the local media has reported seeing him on several ocoassing; he is believed to have gone into hiding. Sources of the Media
sions, the government has remained silent on the subject. On 20 Jiroeindation for West Africa (MFWA) reported that the reporter went into
2007, the Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) reported that théniding after receiving death threats.
Community Court of Justice of the Economic Community of West 9
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Not really a case — anyone attempting to enter a presidential residemeéerred it back to Banjul. On 7 December, Banjul High Court ruled that

without formal invite/credentials should expect this! the case would be moved back to Kanifing Magistrates Court, where it
had originally started, and where that a number of witnesses had already
Threatened/ Harassed testified. These delays have prompted speculation that the state lacks

*Momodou Lamin JAITEH: a correspondent for the Senegal-based Pagsvidence for the prosecution and is trying to buy time. PEN is continuing
African News Agency, has gone into hiding after being harassed kg monitor the case.
suspected NIA agents in relation to his alleged links to the Media
Foundation of West Africa (MFWA), a regional press freedom organisaqI
tion based in Ghana. On 29 June 2007 the journalist received a phone ca UIN EA (CONAKRY)
from the managing editor of the pro-government newsp&zety Suspended sentence
Observer, allegedly a close ally of President Yahya Jammeh, who intéAbdoul AzzizCAMARA andThiernodjo DIALL O: directors of news-
rogated Jaiteh about his professional background and alleged linksgaperd.ibération andLa Vérité, were each given six-month suspended
MFWA. Jaiteh reportedly denied any links with MFWA. Jaiteh thenprison sentences and a 50 million Guinean franc (US$12,781) fine on
received repeated anonymous phone calls and a visit from men suspeatechinal defamation charges on 13 August 2007. They were also ordered
to be security agents. The president of the Gambia Press Union has atspay one million francs (US$256) in costs and to publish the verdict.
reported receiving a call from tH2aily Observer managing director The charges were filed by a former public works and transport minister
inquiring about Jaiteh. Jaiteh went into hiding shortly afterwards. who was accused of embezzlement in articles published by the two news-
On Thal papers in March and April. An appeal was lodged on 14 August 2007.

n Tria

Fatou Jaw MANNEH (f): Gambian freelance journalist (contributor to G UINEA- BlSSAU

the US-based opposition website AllGambian.net, former reporter forthe™ ~

privateDaily Observer), and pro-democracy activist, living in exile in the On trial - in hiding

United States since gaining political asylum in 1994 following the coéiplbert DABO: correspondent for news agency Reuters, was charged on
that brought President Yahya Jammeh to poverest: Manneh, who is 27 August 2007 with libel, violating state secrets, libellous denunciation,
understood to have returned to Gambia to pay tribute to her late fathabusing press freedom and colluding with foreign journalists. This
was arrested by National Intelligence Agency (NIA) officers on hefollowed a complaint lodged against him by the chief of the national
arrival from the USA at the international airport in the capital Banjul omavy, who claimed that Dabo had falsely attributed to him the allegation
28 March 2007. She was detained for a week, during which time she wist soldiers are implicated in drug trafficking during an interview for
denied access to a lawyer or her fam@harges: On 4 April 2007  ITN News, a British television station for which Dabo had acted as an
Manneh finally appeared before a court in Kanifing, 12 km outside thaterpreter. According to Dabo, none of the media outlets where he
capital. She was charged on three counts of sedition under Gambi@/erks carried this interview. Dabo and another journalist, Agence France
criminal code: “intention to commit sedition”, “publication of seditious Presse correspondehitien Yero Emballo, had briefly gone into hiding
words” and “publication of false news intended to cause public fear areh 26 July 2007 after receiving threats linked to their reports implicating
alarm to the Gambian public”. Each count carries a maximum prisdmgh-ranking civilians and military officials in drug trafficking in Guinea-
term of two years or a fine or both. Manneh pleaded not guilty and w&sssau. The articles followed the publication of the UN 2007 World Drug
released on bail. Her travel documents were reportedly confiscated.Report, which named the country as a major transit and trafficking point
fourth charge, “uttering seditious words”, was added on 20 June. Manngdr cocaine. Military officials demanded that Dabo and Emballo retract
is being prosecuted for articles critical of President Jammeh, particulaiigeir reports on national radio and, when the journalists failed to do so,
an interview with her in which she accused President Yahya Jammehaflered them and two other broadcast journalists to report to the nearest
“tearing our beloved country to shreds” and calling him a “bundle opolice station. As there are no prison facilities in the country, if captured
terror”. The interview was first published in the now defunct bi-weeklythe journalists would have been held in military installations where it was
The Independent in June 2004 and later published on several websitegeared they would be at risk of torture. All four went into hiding shortly
including AllGambian.net in October 200%rial/ New information: afterwards. As of 31 December 2007, the trial was still pending and the
The trial is being dragged out, with counsels reportedly often failing tdeath threats against Dabo continued. PEN monitoring.

turn up in court and endless wrangling over which court should hear the

case. Ironically, given the overruling of the defence lawyer’s originalVORY COAST

argument that the Kanifing court did not have jurisdiction to hear the case .

as the alleged offences took place when Manneh was outside Gambia, digappeared — presumed killed

case has since been batted from court to court on jurisdictional grounuy-André KIEFFER: writer and independent reporter who holds joint
In July 2007 the Kanifing Magistrates Court transferred the case trench and Canadian nationality, disappeared on 16 April 2004. Kieffer
Banjul, arguing that it was in that city that the offending articles werevas last seen at a shopping centre in Abidjan and has made no contact
reportedly downloaded from the Internet. A month later the Banjulvith anyone since that time. According to RSF, he was “abducted from
Magistrates Court in turn ruled that since the offending articles had beé#re car park of an Abidjan supermarket, at around 1pm on 16 April 2004
published on the internet the case was a “global issue” but then, widfter falling into a trap set for him by a member of President Laurent
little apparent logic, referred the case to Brikama on the grounds th@bagbo’s entourageBackground: The journalist and writer, who had
Manneh was arrested at Banjul airport, which falls within the jurisdictiotived with his family in the Ivory Coast for several years, was the Abidjan
of the Brikama administrative region. In September 2007 it was reportedrrespondent for the French publicatiom Lettre du Continent, had

that the Brikama Magistrates Court had refused to hear the case and haitten for French business publicatiba Tribune and contributed occa-



sionally to several magazines. He also reportedly wrote for the Ivorighe director general of Abidjan Port, Marcel Gossio to the scandal which
press under a pseudonym and was collaborating on a book with Loulsd led to the deaths of at least 10 pedptawvictions.On 15 September
André Dacoury-Tabley, foreign affairs coordinator for the Patriotic2006, Gonto, Seydou and colleadtrédéric Koffy, who was in charge
Movement of the Cote d’lvoiréMouvement patriotique de Coted' Ivoire  of the editorial team on the day the article was published, appeared
— MPCI). In addition to his work as a journalist and writer, Kieffer hasefore an Abidjan court and were fined 500 million CFA francs (approx.
also worked as a cocoa and coffee trade expert for a firm of consultattS$1 million in damagesNew charges: On 13 March 2007, it was

and has conducted numerous investigations into the coffee and cogeported that Gonto, Seydou and Koffy would again be put on trial on 16
sectors, some of which have exposed corruptilmestigation: March on new charges of criminal defamation this time brought by
Following Kieffer's disappearance, rumours circulated in the lvory Coad¥larcel Gossio, director general of the Abidjan Port.The State Prosecutor
that the body of a white man had been found in a suburb of Abidjahad first rejected Gossio’s new complaint on 2 February, saying it contra-
Michel Legré, the brother-in-law of President Gbagbo’s wife, Simonelicted a provision of the Criminal Code, which no longer allows for libel
Gbagbo, was reportedly the last person to have seen Kieffer before b@nplaints. However, on 16 February 2007 the State Prosecutor reversed
disappearance. Legré named eight suspects whom he claimed InégldecisionL’Inter newspaper editor-in-chi€harles d’ Almeida and
kidnapped Kieffer on behalf of the head of presidential securityournalistHippolyte Oulai were also questioned in February 2007 for
However, the examining magistrate complained to the public prosecutbaving reported on the same story.

that he found that he was blocked in his attempts to interview themAlexis NOUME (journalist for the Le Jour Plus), Paul Arnaud

Legré was subsequently charged with ‘accessory to kidnapping?IGBEU, Laure GOZO and Assouan N'GUEETA (reporters forLe
‘unlawful confinement’ and murder. He was also charged with defamdrebond): were summoned by the Police Criminal Investigation
tion. Non-governmental organizations such as Reporters without Borddbgpartment (CID) on 11 September 2007. The reason given was their
(RSF) are accusing the judicial authorities in the lvory Coast of makingpublication of stories that allegedly damaged the reputation of the Ivorian
scapegoat out of an accomplice ‘to avoid going after those who are regtisesident. They were also questioned the following dayour Plus had
responsible’. On 13 December 2004, the French investigating judgeiblished corruption allegations against President Gbagbo and other func-
Parick Ramael requested that the main suspect in the case, Michignaries on 8 September, whilee Rebond had published a list of 38
Legré, be transferred to France for two months of questioning as aming party officials, including the president, alleging that they were
attempt to counter the lack of progre8srest of new suspect: On 11 millionaires, on 3 September. The five journalists reportedly reappeared
January 2006, Jean-Tony Oulai, an Ivorian army captain who claims before the Plateau (Abdijan) Magistrates’ Court on 26 September 2007, all
have belonged to the Ivorian special services, was arrested outside Pahiarged with libelling the president. PEN is seeking further information.
and the French judicial authorities announced that he is to be formall

investigated on suspicion of kidnapping and illegally detaining KiefferkENYA

According to reports, Oulai has contradicted himself many times in his " )

statements and evidence suggests he could have been the head Bfi¢f detention

commando group that kidnapped and eliminated Kieffer. In a joint statdan Ouma ODERA and Okoiti OM TATAH: writers and journalists,
ment issued in February 2006 by the two judges in charge of the Frengkre arrested on 31 July 2007 alongside a number of other individuals
investigation, Patrick Ramaél and Emmanuelle Ducos called upon theking part in a demonstration protesting about the salaries of Kenyan
Ivorian government to agree to Michel Legré’s transfer to France as soorembers of parliament. The three men were then injured when the police
as possible, claiming that Legré is a key witness whose transfer has bean they were travelling in was involved in a traffic accident, and were
awaiting Ivorian approval for more than a year. Legré was held in ataken to hospital. They were released the next day after appearing in
Abidjan detention centre for a year and half before being granted a proeburt. Their case was dismissed as the police had failed to charge the men
sional release in October 2008w information: On 22 August 2007  within the required 24-hour period.

the French President, Nicolas Sarkozy, pledged to give the French judges .

the resources they need to solve the case, in particular to interview%ﬂ’ trial

witnesses and suspects. Oulai was reportedly rearrested on 16 OctdPaio IKONYA (f) and Fwamba N C FWANBA: Ikonya, author and
2007 for violating his bail conditions and failing to respond to summonsnember of Kenyan PEN, and Fwamba, a regular contributor to various
In December it was reported that judge Patrick Ramaél had again bgat media, are on trial for taking part in an illegal demonstration. They
unable to question witnesses on an eighth mission to the Ivory Coaahd nine others were arrested on 7 August 2007 while singing a peace
allegedly due to obstruction by the Ivorian authorities. PEN is continuingong in a small group outside the headquarters of the Criminal

to monitor this case. Investigation Department (CID), and in the view of the media, to protest
) against arbitrary arrests of members of civil society. Ikonya had previ-
On trial ously been threatened with arrest on 31 July, when she had paid a

Edouard GONTO and Coulibaly SEYDOU: political reporter and hospital visit to two fellow writers and three other activists who had been
managing editor respectively of the privately-owned dadylour Plus, arrested after taking part in a demonstration and were subsequently
were arrested on 12 September 2006 and subsequently charged viifared when the police car they were travelling in was involved in a
“offences against the head of state” before their release the followingaffic accident (see entry below). She was attempting to ensure that the
day. The charges relate to an article publishedlénJour Pluson 11  arrested were not removed from the hospital while still in need of treat-
September 2007 written by Gonto that claimed that President Lauremient. Following her arrest, lkonya was detained overnight and released
Gbagbo’s wife Simone was partly responsible for the offloading of toxion bail the following day. The hearing date was set for 3 December and
waste in various parts of Abidjan. The article, entitled “Toxic wasteshe was ordered to report to the police on a regular basis. However, the
Mme Gbagbo at the heart of the scandal” linked the President’s wife ahéaring was postponed to 7 February 2008 as the police had failed to
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serve lkonya’s lawyer with the required file of charges and evidencstand trial on criminal charges for the defamation of Kasambara. PEN is
PEN monitoring. seeking further information.

Released M A L I

Mburu MUCHOKI: editor of the private tabloid weeklyThe .

Independent, was sentenced by a court in Nairobi on 6 March 2007 t§uspended sentence — Appealing )

one year's imprisonment for libelling the Kenyan Justice andiaby Makoro CAMARA and Oumar BOUARE: director and editor
Constitutional Affairs Minister, Martha Karua. The conviction related tarespectively of the private monthigabako, were handed criminal

a 2004 story entitled ‘Karua’s father in abortion scandal’ that also allegetéfamation convictions on 5 March 2007 by a court in the capital,
an affair between Karua and a Catholic priest. Muchoki was fineBamako, as a result of a December 2006 story that criticised a govern-
500,000 shillings (5,500 Euros) - 25 times the maximum allowable finement minister. They were sentenced to four-month suspended terms,
for libel — or one year in prison. He was unable to pay the fine and wéised 50,000 CFA francs (US$100) and ordered to publish the court deci-
held in a prison in an industrial zone in Nairobi. Muchoki’s lawyersion. The charges stemmed from a defamation suit brought by Planning
claimed that the outcome of the trial was influenced by the fact that tleed Land Development Minister Mariamantia Diarra on 19 February
presiding judge is a close friend of the justice minister and says 2907 over a story headlined “Consumed by jealousy: Marimantia Diarra
intended to appeal. Karua has reportedly never denied the allegatioagds his ex-fiancée with the police,” which described Diarra’s alleged
made against her Bbhe Independent. It is understood that she won an attempts to stop the wedding of his former fiancée, to another man by
earlier ruling against Muchoki for the same story, but the judgment of 2&nding policemen to surround her house with the intention of assaulting
million shillings (US$361,000) in civil damages was later invalidatecher. It has been reported that the ruling was politically motivated due to
because the prosecution did not follow proper procedupelate: the influence of Diarra, secretary-general of the former ruling party
Muchoki was released in June 2007 on a presidential pardon. His app@8IEMA and an ally of President Amadou Toumani Tour. Camara and

was never heard. Bouaré reportedly planned to appeal. As of 31 December 2007, a hearing
date had yet to be set.

LIBERIA Hameye CISSE, Seydina Oumar DIARRA, Ibrahima FALL, Alexis
KALAMBRY and Sambi TOURE: editor forLe Scorpion, journalist

Attacked for Info-Matin, editor forLe Républicain, editor forLes Echosand editor

*Jonathan PAYLELAY and Alphonso TOWAH: correspondents for the for Info-Matin respectively. On 14 June 2007 Diarra was arrested along
BBC and Reuters respectively, were assaulted by the bodyguardsvath a teacher on charges of ‘offence against the head of state’. The
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on 21 September 2007, and remowdtarges followed the publication of an article by Diarra published in
from the interview area for alleged ‘breach of protocol’. The journalistdnfo-Matin on 1 June and entitled ‘Lycée Nanaissa Santara: the
together with other local and international reporters, had gathered Rtesident’s Mistress’, on an essay topic set relating to a hypothetical
Roberts International Airport in Monrovia to cover a visit by the Sierrgresidential sex scandal. Following the detention of Diarra and the
Leonean president. Later that day, the Presidential Press Secretary teather, other newspapers reprinted the story and on 20 June, Cissé, Fall
with the journalists and apologised for the behaviour of the Stat€alambry and Toure were summoned to the state prosecutor and imme-
Security personnel. diately arrested on charges of ‘complicity in an insult against the presi-

*J. Rufus PAUL: journalist for theDaily Observer, based in Monrovia, dent’. The five journalists and the teacher appeared at a closed trial on 26
was beaten and briefly arrested by the National Police and the Drdgne where they were given suspended prison sentences and fines (Diarrz
Enforcement Agency on 31 August 2007, while he was attempting tt3 days — equivalent to the time he had spent in detention; Touré eight
follow a police operation without authorisation. The police was carryingnonths and a fine; Cissé, Fall and Kalmabry three months and a fine).
out a raid on a building in central Monrovia, which was believed to be @he journalists planned to appeal against their sentences. As of 6
centre of drug-related activities. Paul, who is a resident of that area, triBe&écember 2007, the appeal was still pending.
to cover the story after neighbours told him about the raid. He was
confronted by an officer, and despite identifying himself as a reporter, FMAU RITANIA
camera was taken away, and he was handcuffed and taken to the police
headquarters, along with the people arrested during the raid. On Kigntenced — On Appeal
arrival, Paul was taken to the Deputy Police Commissioner for Crimabdel Fettah Ould ABEIDNA: Managing editor of the daily Arabic-

Services, who apologised for the actions of the police officers. language newspapéi-Agsa, was sentenced to one year in prison for
defaming a local businessman on 7 November 2007. In a 16 May article,
MALAWI Abeidna had linked businessman Mohamed Ould Bouammatou to a
) recently uncovered large-scale cocaine racket in which a number of
On trial politicians had been implicated. According to RSF, the article did not

Robert JAMIESON, Dickson KASHOTI and Arnold MLELEMBA: present very firm evidence. The editor was detained in Nouakchott for
owner, editor and reporter respectively for the newsp&teonicle, four days from 24 May on defamation charges brought against him by
were reportedly arrested in Lilongwe on 8 May 2006. The detentioBouammatou and was granted bail on 28 May. On 7 November 2007,
stemmed from &hronicle article that claimed that Attorney-General Abeidna was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment and a fine for making
Ralph Kasambara and Charles Simango, Director for the Media Institufi@se allegations against Bouamatou with the intention of harming his
of Southern Africa (MISA) in Malawi, had taken part in a deal involvingreputation. He was also ordered to publish the sentence in the four news-
a stolen computer. The three were granted bail on 9 May and orderedbpers in the area. The editor, who was out of the country when the judg-



ment was ruled, is reportedly appealing against his conviction. PEN Baouda YACOUBA: correspondent folir Info, was arrested, at home

seeking an update. in Ingall on 25 October 2007 and taken to Agadez. Yacauba was placed
in a police cell with Ibrahim Manzo Diallo, the editorAir Info, who
Attacked had been detained since 9 October (see above). Yacouba helps Manzo

*Elvaka OULD CHEIBANY: correspondent in the Northern city of run the newspaper, and in the latter’s absence had been in charge of
Noudhibou for the privately owned dailyouakchott Info, was physi-  publishing the previous day’s issueAif Info, on 24 October. Yacouba
cally attacked by two bodyguards of the President’s wide, Khatou Mirgtaid that he was questioned by the authorities about his reporting on the
El Boukhari, on 28 August 2007. The journalist was confronted by theebel group Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice (MNJ). Yacouba
guards while at a car rental agency, told to step outside and beatenwgs held for six days before being released without charge on 31 October
without any explanation. Chiebani reportedly believes that the attac007.
could be linked to a story on the growing power of the first lady and her

disagreements with the press. Threatened
. *Hamadou BOULAMA (“Tcherno”), editor-in-chief of the bi-monthly
On trial independent newspapdéternative, was reportedly threatened with

*Sidi Mohamed OULD EBBE: editor of the privately owned daill unspecified harm on 26 October 2007. An anonymous caller told
Bedil Athalith, was charged with ‘libelling the first lady’ on 18 August Boulama'’s secretary that the editor had been writing about him and that
2007, and faces a prison sentence. The lawsuit reportedly stems from ta@would not settle his grievance in court but via an attack. The reason for
articles in which it was alleged that the wife of President Sidi Ould Cheithe threat was not clear, but could be related to articles on the 2009 presi-
Abdallah, Khatou Mint El Boukhari, had used her position to securdential elections.
funding for a charity she heads. The newspaper subsequently apologised .
to Boukari, as they realised their information was inaccurate, but trfan trial
charges were not dropped. After being questioned by the StatéEvenement, Canard Déchainé and L'Action: three Niamey-based
Prosecutor, the editor was due to appear before the Nouakchott crimiedependent weekly newspapers, have been charged with publishing
court on 22 August 2007. On 28 August, it was reported that the couglse information which could affect the honour of the Libyan President

had postponed proceedings in this case indefinitely. Colonel Mouammar Gaddafi. The charges were brought by Gaddafi
himself. The editors of these newspapers could face imprisonment for up
N IG ER to three years, as well as damages. The newspapers reportedly referred to
T alleged financial and logistical support on the part of the Libyan presi-
Investigation dent for the rebel group Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice (MNJ).

*Ibrahim MANZO DIALLO: publisher for the weekly privately-owned Hearings were scheduled for September 2007. PEN is seeking further
newspapeAir Info (previouslylnfos de I’ Air), is on trial for alleged links  information.
with an armed rebel group. Manzo was arrested at an airport on 9 October
2007, when he was about to travel to France. He was held by the GeanGERIA
Directorate for External Security (the Nigeriforeign intelligence agency), . .
and interrogated by the police, on suspicion of links with Radio Frandgrief detention
Internationale (RFI). RFI was temporarily suspended from broadcasting dames GARUBA and Michael OLABODE: reporters for the newspa-
Niger in July 2007 due to its reporting on the country’s Tuareg rebelliorpersTribune andThis day respectively, were harassed by the governor of
On 29 October, Manzo was charged with criminal association, for allegétde northern state of Borno in mid October 2007. The journalists were
links with the Niger People’s Movement for Justice (MNJ), a rebel grouprrested by the State Security Service twice in one week during raids on a
which operates in the northern area of Niger, and was placed in pre-trs@ries of newspapers. The harassment followed the publication of articles
detention in Agadez prison. No date was set for his trial. A few monthsriticising alleged extravagant spending by the governor, who had report-
before, on 12 July 2007, Manzo had been questioned and briefly detairestly bought lavish gifts for his supporters at Ramadan. During the
at the headquarters of the National Gendarmerie. Security agents queseond arrest, Garuba and Olabode were held for several hours, before
tioned him for an hour, and released him once they had verified registiaeing released on the condition that they report to the security service
tion papers to re-launch his newspaper, which had been suspended. $&hdquarters on a daily basis.
detained as of 28 December 2007 PEN is seeking further information.
Attacked
Brief detention *Tope ABIOLA: deputy editor of the privately owned daily newspaper
*Ibrahim SOULEY and Soumana Idrissa MAIGA: managing editor Nigeria Tribune, was beaten by prison guards on 11 September 2007,
and founder respectively, of the bi-monthly publicatld&nquéteur, while trying to cover the repercussions of a riot at Agadi prison in
were arrested and detained for several days by the Niamey CrimirlBhdan, Oyo state, south-western Nigeria. Some 40 prison inmates had
Investigation Department on 4 and 5 December 2007 respectively, aftegzen killed the previous day when prison guards suppressed a riot.
the Minister of Economy and Finance filed a libel complaint against th&biola was attempting to count the bodies and take photographs of the
newspaper. On 7 November, both appeared before the Office of the Statdice removing them from the prison when prison guards and police
Prosecutor at the Niamey Special Magistrates Court, and were releasdficers attacked him, beating him until he lost consciousness. It was
on bail. The case is thought to be linked to 19 November 2007 articlesported that he was later hospitalised, but his life was not in danger.
reporting alleged mismanagement by the Ministry.
13
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On trial Harassment

*Jerome | MEIME: editor of the privately-owned weelvents, based in *Rwanda | ndependent M edia Group: publishers oNewsline, Umuseso
Uyo in south-eastern Nigeria, was arrested by the State Security Servared Rwanda Championi, announced that it would suspend its publica-
on 10 October 2007. His arrest is thought to have been linked tmns for at least two weeks, starting on 23 October 2007, in protest at
Imeime’s critical reporting on a local state governor, specifically thgovernment harassment. The managing director of the group said that the
alleged potential for him to use treasury resources for the electordécision was taken in response to accusations made by the Rwandan
campaign, as well as alleged corruption in the awarding of contracts fbfinister of Internal Security and the Minister of Finance on state TV and
road construction. Imeime was held for over two weeks and charged withdio on 9 September. The ministers reportedly accused the media group
sedition on 16 October. After numerous adjournments, the hearing hasworking with negative forces. A similar accusation had been made by

been set for 5 February 2008. PEN monitoring. the President on 15 October, yet neither the ministers nor the President
have substantiated their accusations. The group has also suffered other
RWAN DA forms of harassment, notably via lawsuits. The group’s deputy director,
. Furaha Mugisha, was due to appear in court on 7 November 2007 on
Disappeared various charges, including not being a Rwandan national; managing

Bonaventure BIZUMUREMYI: editor of the independent weekly directorCharles Kabonero and Newsline editor Didas Gasana were
Umuco, reportedly disappeared following a police summons and officiadue to answer libel charges on 13 November ; wHiteuseso editor
criticism of articles printed in his newspaper in August 2006. It waserald Manzi has been accused of rape, which are thought to be
reported that Bizumuremyi went into hiding 24 hours after policarumped-up (see above). PEN is seeking an update.

appeared at his newspaper to arrest him on 4 August 2006. On the

previous day, Bizumuremyi had appeared before the High Council of tféeleased

Press on charges of publishing “sensationalist” articles “violating thAgnés NKUSI-UWIMANA (f): director of the Ligali-based bi-monthly
privacy of certain political leaders”; the council reportedly ruled thafournalUnurabyo, was sentenced on 20 April 2007 to one year in prison
several articles were “unethical” and needed correcting. It appears that charges connected to her publication of a letter which criticised the
the articles in question were highly critical of President Kagame and gbvernment. Nkusi-Uwimana was convicted of divisionism, sectarianism
Rwanda’s judicial system, referring particularly to the trial of Coloneland libel after publishing an unsigned letter in January 2007 comparing
Parick Karegeya, a former spy chief now in prison. Following a policesthnic killings during President Paul Kagame’s Tutsi-dominated admin-
summons to which Bizumuremyi reportedly didn’'t respond, and théestration to those of the previous Hutu regime. She had been imprisoned
appearance of the police at theuco offices, it is believed that the jour- on these charges since 12 January. She was also ordered to pay 400,00
nalist tried without success to find a lawyer to defend him. He disafjRwandan francs (US$760) in damages. Nkusi-Uwimana, who reportedly
peared on 5 August and friends and family have been unable to contptgtaded guilty in exchange for a reduction of her sentence from five years
him. Bizumuremyi had reportedly received a warning in January 2006 to one, reportedly intended to appeal the decision. She was released on
stop writing articles criticising the government and subsequently werd9 January 2008 on completion of her sentence.

into hiding for a period of timeNew information: On April 5 2007,

Afrique Libération was indefinitely suspended by the Ministry of SENEGAL
Information until the lawsuit against Bizumuremyi is completed. No

news as of 31 December 2007; PEN is seeking an update. Brief detention
o *El Malick SECK: editor and publisher of the news website Rewmi.com,
Investigation El Malick Seck, was arrested on 7 November 2007, and detained for 24

*Gerald MANZI: editor of the privately-owned weeklymuseso, was  hours on criminal defamation and insult charges. The reason for his
arrested at a bus station in Kigali on 22 August 2007, along with aarrest was not clear, but one source suggested it may have been related t
unidentified young girl, and was charged with her rape the following dagomments posted by Rewmi.com users in reaction to a reprint of a
The police alleged that Manzi had spent the day with the girl, whom theéyObservateur article reporting the arrival of President Abdoulaye
said is a member of his family. Manzi denied the charges. He said thatWade’s new limousine during a time of alleged economic crisis in
had spent the afternoon covering a football match, and had seen the Giehegal. Seck was released the same day.
for the first time that night, when he found her alone at the bus station
moments before his arrest. The girl had by then been released and pofib&eatened
claimed they had no way of contacting her. Manzi was held for a wetglkean M eissa DIOP and Pape Sambaré NDOUR: director and reporter
before being provisionally released on probation on 29 August, after higspectively of the private dailijalf Grand-Place, received a telephone
lawyer submitted signed statements by witnesses supporting his alibi. éall from the Senegalese Transport Minister, Farba Senghor on 7 August
of November 2007, Manzi was still reporting to the prosecution on 2007. in which Ndor was insulted and Diop threatened with violence.
weekly basis. Some press freedom groups suspect the charges wemne call was taken on speakerphone. Newspaper staff recorded the
trumped-up.Umuseso is one of the few independent publications inexchange and later published a transcript. The threats are thought to have
Rwanda and is known for being outspoken. The newspaper’s publishbgen linked to an article of Ndour’s which alleged that Senghor had lied
the Rwanda Independent Media Group, has been subject to repeasdout having obtained a diploma from a management school in Italy. The
harassment by the authorities in the form of threats and lawsuits (seext dayWalf Grand-Place published a letter to the editor by Senghor.
entry below), and some of its journalists have reportedly been forced intdve newspaper Walf Grand-Place reportedly intended to charge Senghor
exile. with making violent threats via the Senegalese press union. Earlier in the



year, on 8 March, Diop and another reporfiaydy Draméwere given  Est Midi, was sentenced on 18 April 2007 to six months in prison and a

six-month suspended prison sentences and a US$21,000 fine @®%$41,000 fine on charges on criminal defamation. He was convicted as

allegedly defaming a local Hyundai car dealership. They reportedig result of a November 2006 article accusing two close relatives of

intended to appeal the sentence. President Abdoulaye Seck of accepting bribes from the former Prime
*Babou Birame FAYE: reporter with the private weekly magazine Minister Idrissa Seck, then imprisoned on embezzlement charges, to

Weekend, received a threatening note from the Senegalese hydraulinggotiate for his release, which occurred suddenly and without explana-

Minister, Adama Sall, on 7 August 2007. The note, which was handion. Wack Seck was also barred from working as a journalist for three

written and sealed in an official envelope with the logo of the Transpomionths and his paper banned from publication for the same period. He

Ministry, was delivered to thékekend offices in Dakar. It was addressed was sentenced in absentia and an arrest warrant has been issued against

to journalistM adiambal Diagne, president of the media group Avenir, him. According to CPJ, at least two other journalists had been harassed,

which publishedMeekend, but threatened Faye with unspecified harm.prosecuted or jailed in connection with reporting on the ex-prime

The threat reportedly came in response to a recent story describing thmister scandal. Case closed..

alleged disappearance of 42.5 million CFA francs (US$95,000) of equip-

ment at the Ministry of Hydraulics. The article quoted a govemmerSlERRA LEONE

audit report and conflicting interviews with several ministry officials, " L et

including Sall, and concluded that he and his top aide were under sudpiled — official investigation under way

cion. The Minister, who reportedly denies any knowledge of the allegaddarry YANSANEH: acting editor of the dailyor Di People, died of

tions, has reportedly been linked to a number of financial scandals in tkieiney problems in hospital on 27 July 2005. His death was apparently a

recent past. direct result of an assault he suffered on 10 May 2005. In a letter that
) Yansaneh (34) sent before his death to the Sierra Leone Association of
On trial Journalists (SLAJ), he explicitly accused Member of Parliament Dr

*Abdou Latif COULIBALY: author and journalist, is on trial for defama- Famata Hassan of ordering the 10 May attack. According to Yansaneh,
tion following the publication of his book revealing the embezzlement abne of Hassan’s sons threatened him and vandalisdebit2i People
funds in the state-owned national lottery. The lottery and someffice — of which Hassan is reportedly the landlady — in the early evening
employees are now suing him for defamation and public slander. Tlné 10 May 2005. When the editor was on his way to the police station to
trial started on 11 September 2007 but proceedings were postponed umtdke an official complaint about the incident, he claimed he was set
25 January 2008. Coulibaly has previously got into trouble over othetgon by a group including Hassan’s two sons. Yansaneh also accused
books, including death threats and publications blocked at customs, addssan herself of being present during the attack. The motives for the
the restricted circulation of his books within Senegal. PEN is seekingssault appear to be Hassan’s apparent desire té-ewiot People from
further information. their offices, coupled with the Member of Parliament’s dislike of the

*Pape Amadou GAYE: publisher of the privately-owned newspaper newspaper’s criticism of the government. Yansaneh took over the editor-
courier du jour, based in Dakar, was arrested by plain clothes police offiship ofFor Di Peoplein October 2004, when former editor Paul Kamara
cers on 1 November 2007 and taken to the headquarters of the Crimimas imprisoned for “seditious libel”. After the attack, Hassan’s sons are
Investigation Division (DIC). On 6 November, he was charged wittalleged to have returned to London, UK, where they are apparently resi-
‘insulting the president, action liable to threaten State security and actident. A coroner’s inquest into the killing of Harry Yansaneh announced
liable to result in disobedience by the army’. The charges are reportedty findings on 26 August 2005, concluding that the killing amounted to
linked to an editorial on the rise of prices and social tension in rural aredsvoluntary manslaughter”. The coroner issued arrest warrants the same
of Senegal, which raised questions about the role of the army in tday against suspects Fatmata Hassan, three of her children and two
crisis. Gaye was then placed in pre-trial detention. He was reportedbyhers. In August 2006, the director of public prosecution requested the
released on 8 November and is awaiting trial. It is understood that Gagetradition of Hassan’s three children from the UK following a flurry of
faces five to 10 years in jail if convicted. As of 31 December 2007, thmedia attention centring on Yansaneh on the anniversary of his death. It
charges had not officially been dropped. has been confirmed that an investigation into the case is still underway.

*Moussa GUEYE and Pape Moussa DOUCAR (or Doukar): editor ~ On 18 January 2007, Sierra Leone’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs was
and political reporter respectively of the daily privately-ownedreportedly instructed to officially request the British Government to
L’Exclusif, based in Rufisque, were arrested and questioned for a froréxtradite Hassan’s children, Ahmed Komeh, Bai Bureh Komeh and
page story on the Senegalese President’s alleged nocturnal sorties. Gu&ygnata Komeh, who are still residing in the UK. As of 20 April 2007,
was arrested by police officers from the Division of Criminalno action had been taken.
Investigation (DIC) on 8 October 2007. A week later, he was charged
with ‘disseminating false news’ and ‘insulting the president’ under artiffeleased
cles 254, 255 and 270 of the Criminal Code, entailing a maximurhilip NEVILLE: Publisher and editor of privately owné&hndard
sentence of five years in prison. Guéye was detained in Rebeuss prisofimes. Arrested on 28 June 2007 and detained at the Criminal
Dakar. Doucar, who wrote the offending article, was arrested and qudavestigations Department (CID) Headquarters in Freetown for allegedly
tioned on 9 October. Both men were released on 9 November 2007, lpuiblishing subversive materials. His detention appeared to be linked to a
the charges against them had reportedly not been dropped. [RAN 45/027#Junetandard article which claimed that the Sierra Leonean govern-
22 November 2007; Update #1 to RAN 45/07 — 23 November 2007] ment had received gifts from the president of Libya about which it had

not informed the publidNew information: On 3 July 2007, Neville was

Case closed released on bail of 200 million Leones (approx. 50,000 Euros). The day
Ndiogou WACK SECK: director of the pro-government tabloid ddily  before, he had been charged with ‘libel’, ‘malicious propaganda’ arl®
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‘publishing false news’, crimes punishable by a 12-month imprisonmeffrior to his detention, Hassan had been contacted by a security officer of
and fine. However, on 21 August it was reported that the Attornethe Transitional Federal Government, called several times by the police,
General and Justice Minister had discontinued the criminal proceedingad had received anonymous phone calls with complaints about the news
on the basis that the newspaper had complied with the conditions stafrdlished in the newspaper. Hassan is a member of Somali-Speaking
by the prosecutors. Th&andard Times published a retraction in five PEN Centre (Mogadishu branch).

editions, and Neville read the retraction in court.
Death threat/ Attacked

SOMAL'A *Abdi Farah NUR: editor of the independent newspafhacab, based
. ) in the semi-autonomous region of Puntland, was reportedly threatened by
Brief detention two armed security agents at the paper's office in Garowe on 28 June

*Abdigani Hassan FARAH andMohamed SHAKALE: contributor to  2007. The agents said Nur would be ‘gone’ if he were behind the arrest
the newspapefamhuuriya and online freelance journalist respectively, of an individual suspected to have been responsible for a bomb attack on
were arrested separately in Las-Anod, Sool region, on 26 Novembigie newspaper’s headquarters the previous day. The suspect, a former
2007, and held for three days. They were released on 29 Novemb@nacab reporter, had been arrested after being identified by eye
Some reports attribute their arrest to their coverage on the armadtnesses, but was then forcibly removed from prison by agents believed
conflicts between Puntland and Somaliland in the northeast of Somalta.be working for the region’s governmeshacab is known for its crit-

The official reason for their arrest remains unknown. ical reporting and has been a target of official harassment in the past.

*Abshir Nur FARAH (Ba’adle): poet, was arrested on 19 October 2007 New information: Shacab has reportedly closed as a result of the threats
when police officers raided his home in the southern area of Mogadiskand attacks.

He was held for nine days at the detention facility of the Somali police’s

Criminal Investigation Department. The Mogadishu Mayor's officialAttacked

spokesman stated that the arrest was part of a security operation, lirikdatiulasis Saleban AHMED: freelance journalist working for a number

to the poet’s alleged support of the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC). Farabf online Somali news publications, was assaulted and seriously injured
was released on 28 October 2007. by unidentified assailants in Las-Anod, Sool region, on 4 September

*Abdirahman Mohammed HABANE: of the daily newspaper 2007. Ahmed was beaten around the head with heavy sticks until he fell
Jamhuuriya, based in Hargeisa, was detained for five days due to wnconscious and later required medical treatment. The motive of the
controversial 5 July 2007 article about the swearing-in of a traditionalttack was not known but according to local sources, the journalist was
leader. Arrested by criminal investigation police in Borame in Awdatargeted due to his investigative and critical reporting on Sool region,
region on 12 July, Habane was held at a police station and then a detehich is controlled by Puntland but is subject to territorial dispute by the
tion centre before being released on 19 July. His release came followisglf-declared independent state of Somaliland.
the intervention of the Somaliland Journalists Association (SOLJA), the
management of the newspaper and local human rights activists, whl trial
went to talk with the elder concernddmhuuriya and its staff, the editor *Ahmed Aadan DHERE (Dheere): correspondent for the privately
in particular, have undergone frequent harassment at the hands of thened daily newspapétaatuf, based in Hargeisa, capital of the break-
Somaliland government in recent years. away state of Somaliland, was arrested in Barbera on the evening of 27

*Mohamed Hussein JIMALE (Jimaale): correspondent for the news September 2007. Six police men arrived at Dhere’s home in a pick-up
website Puntlandpost.com (http://www.puntlandpost.com) was detaingadick and, without a warrant, took him by force to their headquarters. The
for four days in September 2007. He was arrested at Mogadishusasons for his arrest are not clear. Some sources suggest that it was
Bakaaraha market on 12 September 2007, as the police were roundindinked to a 24 September article critical of the Vice President and the
hundreds of people suspected of committing acts of insurgency aroumgntral government’s handling of the local authority in Barbera; however,
The marker had become the centre of clashes between government trathiesarticle was not written by Dhere but by a local councillor. According
and militias and it is understood that Jimale was reporting on the opeta-the BBC Somali Service, the journalist was arrested together with a
tion. Most of the other detainees were released after being interrogatedcondary school teacher, as the alleged key organisers of an anti-govern-
However, once police discovered that Jimale was a journalist, he wasent demonstration that had taken place in Barbera some days before.
transferred from the Hawlwadag police station to a prison. He was eve@n 30 September, Dhere was charged with ‘disseminating reports liable
tually released on 16 September. He had undergone long hours of intet@-disturb public order’ and ‘publicly inciting civil disobedience’ and
gation but had otherwise been well treated. No explanation was given f@eased on bail. He reportedly faces up to five years in prison.
his detention. [RAN 35/07 — 20 September 2007]

Brief detention — harassment So UT H AF R I CA

* Abdullahi Mohamed HASSAN (‘Black’): editor in chief of the news- Attacked

paperAyamaaha Daily, based in Mogadishu, was detained by armedbel MUTSAKANI: editor of the South African-based Zimbabwean
members of the National Security Agency at the newspaper’s office arews website ZimOnline (http://www.zimonline.co.za/ ), was shot by
20 October 2007. He was released after 12 hours in poor prison contliree unidentified men near his home in Johannesburg on 23 July 2007,
tions. The reason for his arrest remains unknown. Following his release,an apparent assassination attempt. He required hospitalisation for
Hassan continued with his work away from the newspaper offices forserious wounds to his lungs and chest. It is believed that the attack is
few days. When he returned to the office on 24 October, he feared plédikely to have been linked to his critical reporting on the Zimbabwean
clothes policemen were chasing him, and temporarily went into hidingiovernment rather than an attempted robbery, as none of the editor’s



belongings were taken by his attackers. Mutsakani is a Zimbabwean

journalist in exile, formerly the managing editor of the Zimbabwear hreatened/ Harassed

newspaperdhe Daily News and The Financial Gazette. He moved to *Sabah Mohamed ADAM, Faisal EL-BAGIR and Lemiaa EL-JAILY:

South Africa in 2004, in order to be able to report freely on his homgl-Bagir and El-Jaily work as journalists for the Khartoum Centre for
country. The police were said to be investigating the shootindduman Rights and Environmental Development, a partner of the interna-
Mutsakani’s name was included in a purported government “blacklistional free expression organisation Article 19. El-Bagir is also a reporter
apparently leaked to the independent Zimbabwean press at the endaf the private weeklyAl-Midan and the Sudan correspondent for
September. The document, dated June 2007, listed some 15 journalReporters Sans Frontieres. Adam is a journalist for the daily newspaper
accused of “working hand in hand with hostile anti-Zimbabwean forcesAl-Ayyam. The three journalists were summoned and questioned by the
and intended to be subject to strict surveillance and other unspecifisidtional Security Services on 4 November 2007, and were summoned
measures in the run-up to Zimbabwe’s presidential and parliamentaagain on 5 and 7 November. El-Bagir had published an editorial critical
elections next year. The Zimbabwean government denied the authentidityalleged abuses of freedom of expression by the Sudanese government

of the document. on an Article 19 blog. On 4 December, El-Bagir and four journalists
employed by the private dailgl-Sahafa - Abdel Moneim Suleiman,
SUDAN Al-Haj Warrag, Al-Tahir Satti and Rabbah Al-Sadiq Al-Mahdi -
] ] o ) were the target of death threats. According to Suleiman, was telephoned
Killed: investigation ongoing by an anonymous caller who claimed that he had been offered

Mohamed Taha Mohamed AHMED: editor-in-chief of the dailyAl- US$220,000 to kill the five journalists because of their opposition to the
Wifag, was charged with “insulting the prophet Mohamed” following anSudanese government and their support for the deployment of an interna-
article inAl-Wifag about a 13' Century Islamic manuscript which posits tional force in Darfur. PEN monitoring.

the theory that the prophet Mohamed'’s father was not Abdallah buta

man named Abdel Lat. Ahmed's trial opened on 4 May 2005 anfn trial - released

prompted demonstrations from thousands of people in Khartoum callifgoureddin MADANI and Zuhayr AL-SARRAJ: respectively deputy

for him to be put to death under Sudanese law. The charges agaieditor-in-chief and columnist for the Arabic language daiiSudani
Ahmed were later quietly dropped, although his paper was closed fand former editor and columnist of the private dai+Sahafa.

three months and he was fined 8 million Sudanese pounds (US$3,200pnvicted on 26 December 2006 of slander and inaccurate editing in
Killing: On 6 September 2006, Ahmed was abducted from his home fepnnection with a column written by al-Sarraj fdrSahafa two years

an unknown group of armed men and killed. An investigation into hibefore. The column, entitled “Dividing the Spoils”, criticised the perks
death has been launched but although suspicion has fallen on Sudahat parliament and President Omar Bashir approved for high-level
hardline Islamist groups, nobody has yet claimed responsibility for thgovernment officials. Al-Sarraj was ordered to pay a fine of 5 million
killing. Since Ahmed’s death, a number of suspects have reportedly beBodanese pounds (US $2,500) or spend one year in prison and Madani
arrested but the government has banned all reporting of the casewas fined 2 million Sudanese pounds (US $950) or faced six months in
number of journalists were questioned in the course of the investigatigoison. Both journalists reportedly intend to appeal the conviction. Al-
with one reporter foAl-Rai al-Aam being held for two weeks at the end Sarraj also faces trial over another column, publishe8hafa in

of October 2006 and another f-Sahafa held for 12 days in December January 2006, which criticised Bashir for failing to address the many
2006. A daily newspapefl Sudani, which violated the ban on publica- problems facing the people of Sudan. Following his 60 hour detention in
tion of the case, was indefinitely suspended in February 2007 and theKhartoum jail, he was charged with “insulting the president”. If
paper’s publisher and editor briefly imprisoned in Mdgw informa- convicted, he risks losing his license to practise journalism in Sudan.
tion: On 11 November 2007 it was reported that 10 people had be®EN is seeking an update.

convicted of the assassination and sentenced to death. They were mostghjoub OURWA: chairman of the dailyAl-Sudani, andNoureddin

from the war-torn region of Darfur. The court had originally detained ADANI (see entry above): were arrested on 18 November 2007, and
nine others but released them for lack of evidence. The defence lawyaken to Karthoum’s Obdurman prison, for refusing to pay a fine for
reportedly called the ruling “weak and hasty”, saying that it had relied oalleged libel. The Khartoum Court sentenced Madani and Owra to pay
confessions extracted under torture, mistreatment and use of violeram®und 3,300 Euros each, or spend two months in prison. This court fine
and had failed to take into account statements made by the accusedwsés ordered the day before their arrest as a result of a criminal libel case

said he would appeal the ruling. PEN monitoring. brought by the National Intelligence Service following a 20 July report
) by Madani on the arrests of four other journalists, one of them a staff
Detained member atAl-Sudani. The defence presented an appeal and requested

*Nayef Mohammed HAMED: journalist, was arrested on 28 August that the sentence be suspended pending appeal. Madani and Ourwa were
2007, together with other seven individuals who are members of a grotgleased on 29 November, having spent 11 days in prison. The appeal had
opposing the construction of the Kajbar Dam. He was arrested neduced the fine to approximately 2,500 Euros in total, which the journal-
Dongola, capital of the northern state of Sudan. Hamed, who suffeists agreed to pay.
from diabetes, reportedly collapsed on 30 August and again on 10
September, due to lack of access to required medication. On both ocEgleased
sions he was taken to the local hospital in Dongola. PEN is seekifRpafat Hassan ABBAS: freelance journalist, was held incommunicado
further information. for 10 days in June 2007. He was arrested on 13 June along with a

number of other journalists and media workers who were on their way to
cover a protest against the construction of the Kajbar dam, where fdiir
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people had been killed and at least 10 others wounded during poligeoup on ethnic, regional or tribal lines. The Committee to Protect
violence. Most of the detainees were released on the same day or a fmurnalists (CPJ) protested the decision to prosecute the journalists,
days later, but Abbas was held incommunicado for 10 days and ndaiming that it “smacks of political retribution” and calling for the crim-
released until 23 June. inal charges to be “dropped immediately”. In January 2007 it was
reported that petitions challenging the “promoting sectarianism” provi-

SWAZ'LAND sion of Uganda’s penal code were pending before the Constitutional

Court. No further information as of 31 December 2007; case closed.
On trial

*Bheki MAKHUBU: editor of the privately-owned magaziNation, was ZIMBABWE
sued by Member of Parliament Marwick Khumalo for defamation o .
character on 9 July 2007. The charges are based on an article @ tria/
Makhuby published in the magazine in June 2007, which accug&tight CHIBVURI: editor of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions
Khumalo and his business associates of trying to win a pharmaceuti¢alCTU) magazineThe Worker, is on trial for practicing journalism

tender through corrupt means. PEN is seeking an update. without accreditation. He was arrested on 3 March 2007 and spent two
) o nights in police custody. He was released on 5 March after being charged
Under investigation — cleared with contravening Section 83 (1) of the Access to Information and

*Mbongeni Mbingo: editor of the privately-owne8unday Times, was  Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA), which deals with practising jour-
investigated by a Select Committee of the House of Assembly faralism without accreditation. Chibvuri pleaded not guilty. He had report-
allegedly breaching the limits of freedom of expression and insulting thexdly already applied for accreditation at the time of his arrest, but had not
Speaker of the House. He had reportedly criticised the Speaker for meteived a response. He has since received accreditation. The trial begar
allowing MPs to question an alleged attempt to make changes to threthe south-western border town of Plumtree on 26 September but was
Constitution without public knowledge in his weekly column. Someadjourned to 5 November 2007. It was then postponed indefinitely as a
Assembly members considered that Mbingo had acted in contempt, amdult of a magistrates’ strike over poor salaries and working conditions.
ordered the editor and newspaper to be investigated. Mbingo faced&N is seeking further information.
maximum two years’ imprisonment and a fine but was cleared of the
charges against him on 10 October. The Committee found that he wagquitted

legitimately expressing his journalistic opinion. Gift PHIRI: Harare correspondent of the independent exile newspaper
The Zimbabwean, on trial since April 2007 for working as a journalist
UGAN DA without official accreditation and “publishing false news”, was finally
] acquitted on 30 August. Phiri was arrested on 1 April 2007 and detained
On trial for four days during which time he was allegedly tortured and access by

*Bernard TABAIRE, Henry OCHIENG and Chris OBORE: lawyers and doctors was restricted. He was initially accused of a number
managing editor, Sunday editor and journalist respectively, for thef offences, including involvement in bombings and “publishing false-
privately-owned newspap#tonitor, were charged with sedition on 30 hoods” in connection with his reporting on government activities. On 5
September 2007. The charges stemmed from a story entitled ‘Soldigkpril he was charged with working as a journalist without official
train to take police jobs’, in which it was alleged that soldiers weraccreditation and publishing false news under sections 79 (1) and 80 (1)
secretly trained as policemen, in order to have the police force undgr) of the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA).
military control. The three were summoned to the police on 1 Octob&n his release on bail, Phiri was hospitalised for five days to receive
and released on bail the same day. PEN is seeking further informationtreatment for injuries sustained from beatings received in police custody.

It was alleged that he had been tortured and forced to sign a confession.
Case closed The charge of publishing false news was dropped in July, the trial
James TUMUSIIME and Semujju Ibrahim NGANDA: editor and  proceeding only on the basis that Phiri practised journalism without offi-
reporter respectively for the independ®&¥eekly Observer, have been cial accreditation. The latter charge was then dropped on 30 August. If
charged with “promoting sectarianism” following an article which criti-convicted the journalist could have faced a jail sentence of up to two
cised government persecution of the opposition leader Kizza Besigyears. The investigation into the torture allegations was apparently not
published on 1 December 2005. The article, which preceded a presideasried out. Concerns continue for Phiri’'s safety. His name and those of a
tial election in February won by President Yoweri Museveni, claimetiumber of other print journalists in Zimbabwe were included in a
that the president and a small group of army generals from his Bahirparported government “blacklist” apparently leaked to the independent
ethnic group organised “an operation to keep Besigye in jail”. At the tim&imbabwean press at the end of September. The document, dated June
of the article’s publication, Besigye was imprisoned facing charges @007, listed some 15 journalists accused of “working hand in hand with
treason, terrorism and rape. Although a ruling by a civilian court hadostile anti-Zimbabwean forces” who were to be subject to strict surveil-
granted him bail, he remained in prison as a result of a warrant issuedlbyice and other unspecified measures in the run-up to Zimbabwe’s presi-
the military, later declared illegal. Besigye was released in early Januatigntial and parliamentary elections in 2008. In addition to Phiri, the list
2006. The date for Tumusiime and Nganda’s trial to begin was given asportedly included the UK-based editor Bfie Zimbabwean, Wilf
15 June 2006 and the journalists reportedly intended to plead not guilbanga. The Zimbabwean government has denied the authenticity of
If convicted, they face up to five years in jail. The charge brought againgte document. However, Phiri and two of the journalists listed were
them falls under article 41 of Uganda’s penal code, criminalising angttacked following the alleged leak. This threat mirrored made another
statement likely to promote “feelings of hostility among or against” anygainst Phiri in March, a few days before his arrest and detention. A list



of 29 individuals allegedly targeted for execution by the Zimbabwd1l July, when she had revealed the existence of a prostitution ring in
Intelligence Corps and the “Zanu PF Security hit squad” was s&heto Buenos Aires. Since then she had noticed that police officers were
Zimbabwean’s London office. The list included Phiri and Mbanga’s checking the identity of each person who visits her home, apparently
names, which were circled. [Update #1 to RAN 21/07 — 30 Octobamder an order from the office of the local prosecutor (Fiscalia

2007] Contravencional Numero 3). In June 2007 Acufia published a book enti-
tled Ninguna mujer nace para puta (No woman is born to be a whore),
Case closed where she reveals women'’s sexual exploitation and the harassment they

Ilden WETHERELL, Vincent KAHIYA and Dumisani MULEYA: suffer by the police, judicial authorities and politicians. Therefore, this
managing editor, news editor and chief reporter respectively for theould be another reason for the surveillance. Acufia is reportedly also
newspaperZimbabwe |ndependent, were arrested on 10 January 2004 onbeing sued over her allegations, and has already paid a fine as a conse-
charges of “criminal defamation” under Section 80 of the Access tquence of her work as an activist on behalf of prostitutes.

Information and Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA). The three were

released on bail of Z$20,000 (c. US$25) each on 12 January 20 BRAZIL

Charges: The charges stem from a 9 January 2@@&pendent article in

which it was alleged that President Robert Mugabe had commandeer&dacked

anAir Zimbabwe Boeing 767 in order to take his family and some aidésAmaury RIBEIRO JUNIOR: crime reporter for the national daily

for a holiday in Asia. Passengers booked on the plane, which was app@orreio Braziliense, was shot in the stomach in Cidade Occidental in
ently intended for a scheduled flight to London, were temporarilrasilia, central Brazil, on 19 September 2007. The journalist had
stranded at Harare airport. Wetherell (56), Kahiya and Muleya faced twmublished articles on drug traffickers and increased violence in Brasilia,
years’ imprisonment if convicted. The Air Zimbabwe managing directorand was investigating a story related to youths linked with gangs when
Rumba Change, declared that the article was accuFata: On 10  the attack occurred. It has been reported that Ribeiro had received previ-
January 2005, Wetherell, Kahiya, Muleya and Dzamara were all removedsly threats, and so was using a car without the log€oofeio

from remand, although the magistrate said that the state could sHtaziliense for his own safety Reports indicate that four people,
proceed by way of summons. As of March 2007 a trial date had still netcluding two minors, are suspects of this attack, and were arrested on 27
been set. Case closed due to lack of information. September 2007.

Case closed
AM ERICAS Fausto BRITES: editor of theCorreio do Estado newspaper, was
sentenced on 31 October 2006 to 10 months in prison and a fine of US
$875 for publishing an allegedly defamatory article. The sentence came

in the wake of a lawsuit filed by André Puccinelli, former mayor of
Campo Grande and governor-elect of the Mato Grosso do Sul state,

ARG ENTINA where the trial was held. Ti@orreio do Estato newspaper published a
report on money laundering in March 2005, which it linked to an accusa-
Attacked tion it had published in 1999 about alleged corruption in rubbish

*Tomas ELIASCHEV: editor-in-chief of the news websiferfil.com, collecting companies in Campo Grande, in which Puccinelli was report-
has reported suffering assault in Buenos Aires on 13 September 2007. &y involved. It is assumed that Brito has been released after serving his
that day Eliaschev went to the offices of the Buenos Aires Press workeesm.

Union (Unién de Trabajadores de la Prensa de Buenos Aires-UTPBA) to

request an explanation for not their not having shown their support of@OLOM BIA

strike related to the dismissal of another reporter. Members of the union o

beaten him repeatedly, and left him on the street with head injuries. THéled: Investigation

reporter later received medical attention. *Javier Dario ARROYAVE: contributor to the national dailgl Tiempo

*Dario ILLANES: journalist for the dailyEl Tribuno, based in Salta, and radio journalist, was stabbed to death at his home in Cartago in the
north-western Argentina, was beaten by police officers while visiting south-western department of Valle del Cauca on 4/5 September 2007.
juvenile detention centre on 1 August 2007. The previous day riots weRslice said that although Arroyave’s laptop was missing there was no
reported in the centre, and so lllanes and other journalists went to tbign of a forced entry and later ruled out any possibility that the murder
centre to talk to the minors about the reason of their protest. At that timfead been related to his journalistic work. Arroyave (41) had been the
allegedly, three plainclothes police officers arrived, took lllanes to a cefrget of harassment in the past for his reporting on local corruption,
and beat him out of the view of his colleagues. An hour and a half latgrarticularly by a former mayor of Cartago, but had not reported any
the journalist was released with various injuries. He filed a complaint foecent threats. The north of Valle del Cauca is known for drugs-trade
the attack. According to a police chief, three policemen were suspendedated crime.
and the case is under investigation.

Death threats

Harassment . *Diro César GONZALEZ: director of the weeklya Tarde, based in
*Claudia ACUNA (f): independent journalist and founder of the onlineBarrancabermeja, Santander department in the northeast of Colombia,

agencylLa Vaca (http://lavaca.org/) anlU newspaper. On 19 July 2007, received a death threat on 22 November 2007, when a condolence letter

it was reported that Acufia had been undergoing police harassment siacdved at his home, expressing sympathy for Gonzéalez’s death. The riQe
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was received byatiana Sanchez, Gonzélez’s wife, who also works for * Samit LINERO: journalist with the newspapél Dia, has reportedly
the same weekly. Gonzalez has reported the threat to the authorities &een subject to telephone threats and other forms of harassment, seem
has been provided with protection. ingly stemming from a report he published on alleged local corruption on
) 18 September 2007. Linero and family members reported received
*Gonzalo GUILLEN: author and journalist, currently Colombian corre- threatening phone calls on 18 and 20 September. On 20 September the
spondent of the Miami-based daily Spanish language newsjper journalist was also reportedly verbally harassed by strangers in a public
Nuevo Herald. Guillén (born 1952) has been receiving repeated deatblace. Linero attributes the harassment to supporters of council members
threats since mid-2007. This campaign of intimidation apparently stermgho were implicated in his report and are campaigning for re-election.
from his investigation of links between the Uribe administration, parafhe document in question shows that goods intended for the needy were
militarism and drugs trafficking. The most prominent of the threats haastead given to council members from the ruling majority in 2005. The
come from President Uribe himself. On 2 October, the President call@alice has reportedly expressed concern for Linero’s safety, however, to
two national radio stations to refute allegations of close links to théate it is not known what action has been taken.
deceased drugs baron Pablo Escobar made in a recent memoir b
Virginia Vallejo, formerly a TV presenter and Escobar’s mistress. Uribéttacked )
claimed that Guillén had collaborated in writing Vallej@®mando a *Maria Paulina MARTINEZ (f): journalist for the tabloichja y Qué,
Pablo, Odiando a Escobar (Loving Pablo, Hating Escobar), published in was attacked while covering a demonstration in which over 100 motor-
September, as well as in other books by foreign journalists on the linkgcle-taxi drivers participated on 22 November 2007. The demonstration
between paramilitarism and drug trafficking. On air, the Presidenent against a decree issued by the local authority of Santa Marta, in
accused Guillén of being “a professional slanderer” who had “dedicatemrthern Colombia. The journalist, and the photographer from the same
his journalistic career to infamy and lies” and was systematically tryingewspaper, were surrounded and hit by protesters, who also took their
to damage Uribe's reputation. Guillén denies having anything to do wittamera, and returned it after deleting the pictures of the demonstration.
Vallejo’'s book. Yet in the three days following these statements hdarcos PERALES: director of the weekly Barrancabermeja-based
received 24 death threats, and temporarily left the country for his owPortada, was beaten and verbally attacked and threatened while covering
safety. The journalist had already been the target of death threats &orstory in a sports-field in Barrancabermeja, Santander, northern
several months, and had been given a security guard and an armoureddz@ombia, on 7 October 2007. His assailant was Amilcar Coronado, who
under the Colombian government’s journalist protection programmeeportedly works as an advisor for the mayor of Barrancabermeja. The
However, according to Guillén, the guard was withdrawn followingattack ended when some neighbours and police officers who were in the
Uribe’s on-air comments. The threats and the President’'s accusaticarga intervened. On 9 October, Perales presented charges to the Genere
would appear to be linked in particular to a book Guillén published iRrosecutor’s Office against his attacker. In the complaint, Perales linked
May 2007 entitled_os confidentes de Pablo Escobar (The confidants of the attack with Portada’s investigation into alleged corruption cases
Palo Escobar) which contains allegations about the President’'s pasgainst the Municipality of Barrancabermeja. Prior to the attack, Perales
which are similar to those made in Vallejo’s book. Guillén returned thad been subject to threats, including death threats, in relation to his
Colombia in the third week of October, and filed slander and defamatiamork. From March to July 2006, he had reportedly received email death
charges against President Uribe. He reportedly received further dedltiheats, and had been given a bullet-proof vest and a two-way police
threats by telephone on 3, 14 and 17 December, the last two presumedaiio for his protection. However, the threats were reportedly not being
stem from 13 and 15 December articles of his on the motives behind timvestigated. At the end of April 2007, copiesRoftada were confis-
resignation of the governmental anti-corruption authority. Guillén hasated and burnt following its publication of a report on alleged corruption

reported these latest death threats to the Prosecutor’s Office. by the Barrancabermeja mayor and his alleged links to paramilitary
groups. On 1 May 2007, Perales was threatened by an armed individual
Threatened who warned him to stop reporting on the mayor. Shortly afterwards he

Daniel CORONELL: columnist for the magazin&mana, based in reported that his home in Bucaramanga was being watched.

Bogota, was publicly Insulted by Colombian president in a radio interviewbel ZABALA VARGAS: editor of the newspap&l Ariarense, was

on 11 October 2007. The president publicly referred to Daniel Coronell ageportedly assaulted by the bodyguard of the mayor of Granada, in Meta,
coward, liar, swine, and professional slanderer. This was a consequenceeftral Colombia, on 22 October 2007. The attack occurred when the
Coronell's latest column irSemana regarding alleged ties with the editor tried to videotape the mayor with the mayoral candidate. The jour-
deceased drug trafficker Pablo Escobar. The allegation came from the balist took refuge in a commercial store, while the bodyguard continued
‘Loving Plablo, Hating Escobal’ (‘Amando a Pablo, odiando a Escobar’)insulting him from the outside. Moments later the police arrived, but
written by a former lover of Escobar’s, Virginia Valle@ackground: On instead of apprehending the attacker, they tried to take the camera from
2 January 2006, Coronell and two other journalists from the same magéabala. The editor refused to be taken to the police station and to hand in
zine, Maria Jimena DUZAN (f) and Maria Isabel RUEDA (f), were  his camera.

informed that they faced charges of “injury” and “calumny” brought by

former senator Carlos Nade, who was named in a piece written Byarassed )

Coronell. In the article Coronell claimed that he received e-mail de&tRedro Antonio CARDENAS: director ofLa Verdad magazine, based in
threats sent from Nader's computer. Duzan and Rueda wrote opinion pie¢ésnda, Tolima province, was reportedly subject to telephone death
in support of their colleague. Coronell went into exile in the United Statethreats in September and October 2007. On one occasion, on 11
having received threats, apparently from other sources. In October 2006S#ptember, Cardenas received an anonymous call to his mobile phone
was reported that Luis Fernando Uribe Botero had been sentenced tot&6ing him to ‘expect a little gift’. The day after, another phone message
months in prison for threatening Daniel Coronell and his family. was left at his home telling him that he was banned from publishing his



magazine, and an hour later a bouquet of flowers was left at his hor@nditions and treatment they are exposed to in prison. Despite their
with a card offering ‘condolences’ for the Cardenas family. On 24leteriorating health status, access to adequate medical treatment is often
October, Cardenas’ daughter narrowly escaped being abducted by tlimited. (See below for individual updates).
unidentified men while she was on her way to work in Bogota. She
managed to escape when a neighbour intervened. These threats andPtiieo ARGUELLES MORAN: director of the Cooperative of
attempted abduction occurred while Cardenas was investigating gangdradependent Avilefia Journalists (Cooperativa Avilefia de Periodistas
traffickers of stolen mobile phones. Independientes — CAPBentence 20 yearsPrison Canaleta, Ciego de
*Pastor VIVIESCAS GOMEZ: editor-in-chief of the newspaper Avila. Year of birth ¢.1948. Transferred in May 2003 from Santa Clara
Periodico 15, international editor foEl Espectador, based in Bogot4, Provincial Prison, Villa Clara to Combinado del Este, Havana) — sentenced
and collaborator of the newspapéDia, based in San José, Costa Rica.under Law 88. Arguelles reported that he was suffering from cataracts and
On 18 October 2007, Viviescas was prevented from taking photographad lost a lot of weight. Transferred in August 2004 from Combinado del
by Luis Alberto Gil Castillo, ex senator and current member of th&ste, Havana to El Tiburén prison in the province of Sancti Spiritus, which
Convergencia Ciudadana party. The former senator also insulté&much nearer his home. Reported to have been freed on 29 November
Viviescas while he was covering a march in support of the regionaD04, but it was later discovered that he had merely been transferred to the

governor. Combinado del Este prison. Reported in March 2005 to be suffering from
inflammation of the liver. In July 2005, was reported to be suffering from
cataracts in both eyes which had rendered him practically blind.
CUBA Transferred to Canaleta prison in Ciego de Avila in November 2005.
) Hospitalised in April 2007 because of cataracts in both eyes; later diag-
Main cases

April 2003 Crackdown Trials The following 24 writers, journalists and
librarians were among 35 sentenced during one-day trials held on 3/4
April 2003 under laws governing the protection of the Cuban state. They
were arrested as part of a crackdown on alleged dissidents that began on
18 March 2003 and in which 75 people in total were detained and tried.
The one-day court hearings were held behind closed doors and there was
insufficient time for the accused to put together a cogent defence. The
accusations focused on the alleged conspiratorial dealings between the
defendants and James Cason, the chief of the US Special Interests
Section in Havana. Shortly before the crackdown Cason had consider-
ably stepped up his contacts with Cubans who had voiced opposition to
Fidel Castro. Charges All the detained were tried under Article 91 of the
Penal Code and Law 88. Article 91 deals with charges of acting against
“ the independence of the territorial integrity of the state” , the maximum
penalty for which is death. Law 88 is a catch-all piece of legislation that
has been used in the past as a means for sending writers and journalists
to prison. It allows for prison sentences of up to twenty years for those
found guilty of committing “ acts that, in line with imperialist interests,
are aimed at subverting the internal order of the Nation and destroying
its political, economic, and social system.” Appeals All those sentenced
lodged appeals with the Tribunal Supremo Popular (Supreme Popular
Tribunal) in April 2003 but none were successful. However, since April
2004, 10 of those sentenced have been conditionally released, seemingly
for health reasons. Background An official statement on the Cuban
government website (www.cubagov.cu) explicitly condemns the alleged
actions of James Cason and, by definition, those with whom he has
allegedly conspired. The fact that the statement goes on to mention the
so-called Five Heroes — Cuban nationals who infiltrated Miami-based
anti-Castro organisations — suggests that the arrests may also have been
made as a reprisal, and possibly as a bargaining chip to obtain their
release. The Five Heroes have been detained in the USfor the last four
years. The name in brackets after the length of sentence denotes the
prison in which each writer or journalist is being held. The Working
Group on Arbitrary Detention of the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights has formally declared that all those sentenced in the
March 2003 clampdown are being detained arbitrarily (Category I1).
Health concerns: the majority of the writers, journalists and librarians
are suffering from health complaints caused or exacerbated by the harsh

nosed with severe arthritis and a benign prostate tumour. Reportedly went
on hunger strike on 16 June 2007 to gain access to the medicines brought
by his family.Honorary Member: English PEN.
Victor Rolando ARROYO CARMONA: author, journalist
(Independent Union of Independent Cuban Journalists and Writers -
Unién de Periodistas y Escritores de Cuba Independiente — UPECI - and
Cubanet) & librarian (Reyes Magos Librar@entence 26 yearsPrison
Holguin. Year of Birth 1951.Charge Article 91. Prison conditions
/health concerns Arroyo has staged a number of protests against prison
conditions and as a result has been held in “punishment cells” on at least
four occasions since his imprisonment. Several reports received in 2005
that he had suffered threats in prison and inadequate medical care.
Arroyo suffers from pulmonary emphysema. In June 2007, it was
reported that Arroyo have had various skin growths surgically removed
in the last year; also reportedly suffering from dental and high blood
pressure problems which the prison authorities have refused to treat.
Honorary member: Finnish PEN
Mijail BARZAGA LUGO: journalist (Agencia Noticiosa de Cuba)
Sentence 15 yearsPrison Santa Clara Provincial Prison, Villa Clara.
Charge Law 88. Reported to have suffered from conjunctivitis after a
month in a punishment cell in September/October 2003. Barzaga (35) is
the brother of well known human rights activist Belkis Barzaga Lugo.
Honorary Member: Netherlands PEN
Juan Adolfo FERNANDEZ SAINZ: journalist Agencia Patria).
Sentence 15 years.Prison Canaleta, Ciego de Avilarear of Birth
1947.Charge Law 88.Health concerns Went on hunger strike on at
least three occasions in 2003 in protest of prison conditions. In
September 2004 it was announced that Fernandez had developed an as
yet undiagnosed lump on his torso that is feared could be malignant.
Reported in February 2005 to be suffering from emphysema, a cyst in
one of his kidneys, a hernia, prostatic hypertrophia (Grade 1), gener-
alised arthritis and high blood pressure. On 6 January 2006 Fernandez’
wife and daughter visited him in prison. They reported that he was
suffering from high blood pressure and circulation problems and had lost
weight. On 24 August 2007 it was reported that Fernandez’ health was in
further decline. He was said to be suffering from chronic hypertension,
emphysema, prostatic hyperplasia and a kidney cylsmorary
Member: English PEN
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Miguel GALVAN GUTIERREZ: journalist (Havana Press agency) andarrested in March 2008{ealth: Reported to have received treatment in
coordinator of the Varela Proje&entence 26 yearsPrison Guanajay, August 2004 to rectify spinal problems. Later that year also diagnosed
Havana.Year of Birth 1965.Charge Article 91 and Law 88. Sentence with chronic gastritis and also operated for sinusitis. Again hospitalised,
confirmed on 3 June 2003 by the Supreme Popular Tribunal. On tris time for severe haemorrhoids, in October 2G0%nger protests:
around 3 August 2003, Galvan, was reportedly threatened by the AgliiG@nzalez has undertaken a number of hunger strikes in 2004, 2005 and
prison governor with a transfer to Guantdnamo prison, over 500 mil@906 against poor prison conditions. Gonzalez's motiigeya de la

away from his family, if he continued passing news to the outside abo@aridad Pentén Orozco, has reported that on 13 November 2007,
prison conditions. Transferred in May 2004 to Block 10 of Aguica prisoiGonzalez had a surgical procedure for a umbilical hernia, at the Arnaldo
which houses prisoners considered highly dangerous, including thoslan hospital, in Santa Clara. Despite these problems, Gonzélez has
serving life sentences for murder. Reported to have a physical disabilitye intention to publish a book with his journal and other testimonies,
due to a road accident. describing his life in prisonHonorary Member: Sydney PEN and

On 21 May 2006 it was reported that Galvan had been kept incommurimerican PEN Centre.

cado since October 2005, and had been deprived of numerous righitgjandro GONZALEZ RAGA: freelance journalisSentence 14
including family visits, sunlight, letters and religious observance. On 1gears.Prison Kilo 7, CamagiieyCharge Article 91. On 15 February
June 2007 Galvan was reportedly transferred from Aglica prison 2006 Gonzélez published an impassioned open letter appealing for inter-
Matanzas to Guanajay prison in Havana. He is reported to have suffereational solidarity for political prisoners in Cuba (see
numerous illnesses in prisddonorary Member: Sydney PEN http://www.cubanet.org/CNews/y06/feb06/16a2.htm). On 14 January
Julio César GALVEZ RODRIGUEZ: freelance journalistentencel5 2007 CubaNet reported that he was writing poetry in prison.

yearsPrison Combinado del Este, Havan@harge Law 88. Prison Ivin HERNANDEZ CARRILLO: journalist (Agencia Patria) and
Combinado del Este prison, Havana. He is said to suffer from high blodithrarian (Juan Gualberto Gémez Librai§gntence 25 years.Prison
pressure and arthrosis — a degenerative disease of the joints — and l@giamajal HombreBate of Birth 24 May 1971Charge Law 88. Said to
blood pressure. Received surgery for the removal of kidney stoneslie accused in particular of possessing a computer from the USA.
early 2004. Reported in June 2005 to be suffering from severe pains dreported to have started a 13-day hunger strike on 15 August 2003 with
to his athrosis and various other ailments. On 14 September 208dolfo Fernandez Sainz and Mario Enrique Mayo to demand decent
Gonzélez was transferred to the military hospital at Combinado del Edwod and medicine for seriously ill prisoners. Reported to have been
prison, where he is being held. He is said to have developed serious respinsferred from Holguin to Villa Clara Youth Prison on 9 January 2006.
ratory problems while in prisoidonorary Member: English PEN Reportedly began another hunger strike on 25 June 2007 in protest at
José Luis GARCIA PANEQUE: journalist (Agencia Libertad press mistreatment by the guards in Guamajal Hombres prisamorary
agency) & librarian (Carlos J Finlay Librarggntence 24 yearsyear of Member: Catalan PEN, Scottish PEN.

Birth c. 1965Charge Law 88 and Article 91. Reported to have sufferedNormando HERNANDEZ GONZALEZ: director of the Camaguey
from mental iliness during his imprisonmeHealth concerns: reported  College of Independent Journalists (Colegio de Periodistas
to have suffered mental illness, and held for one year in a prison psychidependientes de Camaguey), journalist (Cub&Beeiflence 25 years.

atric unit from November 2004 to November 2005. He also suffers frofrison Carlos J. Finlay military hospital in Havaivaar of Birth 1970.

acute intestinal illness which has led to malnutrition, diarrhoea an@Gharge Article 91 and other provisions of the Criminal Code.
excessive weight loss. In late 2007 it was further reported that he h&eportedly for criticising the government on Radio MaRfison
contracted pneumonia and that he may have a duodenal ulcer. Tdumcernghealth conditions: Hernandez has suffered numerous medical
medical care in prison is believed to be inadequate and there are actenplaints since his imprisonment, including high blood pressure, heart
concerns that his life is at riskurrent place of detention: Las Mangas and abdominal problems. It is also reported that he has suffered abuse in
prison, Granmaonorary Member: English PEN prison including assaults by staff, being held with prisoners with acute
Ricardo Severino GONZALEZ ALFONSO: president, Manuel psychiatric disorders, some of whom are extremely dangehmsys.
Marquez Sterling Journalists Society, directobefCuba magazine, and information: In July 2007, it was reported that Hernandez had been
librarian (Jorge Mafiach Librargentence 20 yearsPrison Combinado  threatened by the head of the prison for refusing to shout a revolutionary
del Este prison hospital, Havarvear of Birth 1950.ChargeArticle 91.  slogan. The official told him to watch his step or he could have an ‘acci-
Health concerns: Reported to suffer from a number of ailments,dent’. In September 2007, Hernandez’ health reportedly remained crit-
including gallstones, abscesses, heart problems, and bronchitis, all exaed. On 14 September, he was transferred from the maximum security
erbated by his detention and lack of adequate medial attention. He is al§to 7 prison in Camagiey to Carlos J. Finlay military hospital in
said to have spent some time in a prison psychiatric ward in 2005. Mdsavana. According to his wife, Hernandez was in pain but was being
recent reports in August 2007, suggest that Gonzéalez’ health problemsl| treated and was receiving medical care. The move prompted hopes
have worsened. On 14 September he was transferred to the militahat he would soon be released. According to a diary that Hernandez
hospital attached to prison where he is being held (Combinado del Esteyote in  prison and published on Cubanet.com (see
He was receiving medical treatment and some medication, but was bemigp://www.cubanet.org/revista/diarionormando.pdf), he had a colonos-
kept in uncomfortably hot conditionklonorary member: Finnish PEN  copy on 23 October, the results of which he was told were negative. Two
and German PEN. i i biopsies were taken to rule out the possibility of some other colon
Léster Luis GONZALEZ PENTON: independent journalist problem; atthe time of writing he did not know the results of these. He
(Movimiento Democracia) and member of human rights movemeneported that he was still in ill health, with gastric and intestinal pains,
ALFA-3 Sentence 20 years.Prison Prision de Jévenes — formerly and had again lost the few kilos he had put on since being transferred to
known as Pretensado — Santa Clafear of Birth 1977 (February). the hospitalHonorary Member: English & American PEN. Recipient
Charge Article 91. He is the youngest of the 75 opposition membersf the 2007 American PEN/Barbara Goldsmith Freedom to Write Award.



Juan Carlos HERRERA ACOSTA: journalist (Eastern Free Press surgery. Despite being extremely weak, Maseda had allegedly been left
Agency - Agencia de Prensa Libre Oriental or APLSehtence: 20  in a punishment cell for three hours before being shackled for the
yearsPrison: Kilo 8, Camagiiey, and Holgui@harge Law 88. Kilo 7  transfer. In June it was reported that Maseda was reported had had
prison, Camaguey. Reported in May 2005 to have been transferred to themerous skin growths surgically removed over the pastiteaorary

prison ward of the Amalia Simone Hospital in CamagBeison condi- Member: Italian PEN

tiong/health concerns. Has staged a number of protests since his arresBablo PACHECO AVILA: freelance journalist (Agencia Patria)
including hunger strikes and on two occasions reportedly sewing up Hentence 20 yearsPrison Morén, Ciego de AvilaCharge Law 88.
mouth to protest against the miserable conditions in which he is held, tRecheco complained on 30 October 2004 that he was not receiving the
poor medical care and the physical and verbal mistreatment to which hecessary medication for his high blood pressure. Reported to have been
claims he and his fellow prisoners are being submitted. Also reportdéceed on 29 November 2004, but it was later discovered that he had
that he has suffered regular beatings from guards. He suffers health proierely been transferred from Agtica Prison, Matanzas, to Morén prison
lems including cardio-vascular ailments and vitiligo, a disfiguring skinn Ciego de Avila, his home provincklealth concerns. Reported in
condition. Recent reports: On 5 October 2007, it was reported that February 2005 to have been diagnosed with synovitis in the knees and
Herrera was still on hunger strike, and was determined to carry dmgh blood pressure. After eight months in the Antonio Luaces Iraola
despite being very weak. He complained about the medical conditionstodspital, Pacheco was returned to a cell in the Morén prison on 17 June
the prison. Herrera was reportedly physically mistreated on 20 Decemi805. Hospitalised for 52 days in 2006; returned to prison. Underwent
at the provincial prison of Holguin for demanding his rights. It has beesurgery on his right knee in April 2007 and was still in hospital at the end
reported that Herrera was transferred to the Holguin prison, in late June. He was also reported to be suffering from pre-existing kidney
November or early December 206¥onorary Member: German PEN.  problems and high blood pressure.

José Ubaldo IZQUIERDO HERNANDEZ: independent journalist Omar PERNET HERNANDEZ: librarian (20 de Mayo Library, Villa
(Grupo de Trabajo Decoro & CubaNet) and booksefentence 16  Clara) and leader of the unofficial Movimiento Nacional por los
years Prison Guanajay, Havan&har ge Article 91. Sentence confirmed Derechos Humanos “Mario Manuel de la PefiNétional Movement for

on 3 June 2003 by the Supreme Popular Tribukigalth: Reported to  Human Rights) and involved in thR¥oyecto Varela Sentence 25 years.

be suffering from pulmonary emphysema. On 9 February 2006 doctoPsison Villa Clara Youth Prisoivear of Birth 1945.Charge Article 91.
confirmed that over the past months his health had seriously deterioratédalth concerns Reported to be suffering from a kidney infection, an
after detecting a stomach inflammation and gastro-intestinal bleedinigflamed bladder and high blood pressure. On 10 October 2004, Pernet
Reported to be in very poor health in early 2007. Hospitalised for twavas transferred to the Carlos J. Finlay Military Hospital in Havana for
weeks in February 2007 for circulation problems that caused sevemeedical tests. Underwent a hunger strike in October 2005 to demand
cramping. The prison authorities have refused to provide the special distatment for a fractured leg, an injury incurred when his ambulance was
recommended by doctordew information: It was reported that involved in an accident as he was being transferred from a civilian
Izquierdo was transferred to the Carlos J. Finlay Militar Hospital on 1hospital to the Military Hospital a year earlier and during which two
December 2007, as a consequence of gastro-duodenal problemsson officials died. Reported to be in poor health in January 2007.
Izquierdo had started a hunger strike on 29 November in protest at theansferred from Carlos J. Finlay Military Hospital to Villa Clara Youth
lack of medical attention at Guanajay prison. Prison on 8 June 2007. Since then he has reportedly been kept in an isola-
José Miguel MARTINEZ HERNANDEZ: librarian (General Juan tion cell in the prison infirmary and denied all visits. He believes he is
Bruno Zayas Library), area representative for the unofficial politicabeing punished for the death of two prison officials during the transit
group Movimiento 24 de Febrero, and involved inProyecto Varela  accident in 2004 (see above).

Sentence 13 yearsPrison El Aguacate high security prison, Quivican, Fabio PRIETO LLORENTE: freelance journalist and member of the
Habana provinc&harge Law 88. New information: On 6 October Asamblea para la Sociedad Civil (Civil Society AssemBhntence 20

2007, Martinez was transferred from Guanajay prison in Havana to fears.Prison El Guayabo.Year of Birth 1964. Charge Article 91.
Aguacate high security prison. On arrival, Martinez managed to phori&ison conditions/health concerns Prieto has reportedly been held in

his wife to let her know about his transfer, as he himself had found oappalling conditions since his imprisonment and has undertaken hunger
about it only that day. i strikes in protest. Conditions include being held with dangerous pris-
Héctor Fernando MASEDA GUTIERREZ: independent journalist oners, overcrowding and denial of daylight. He suffers poor health
(Grupo de Trabajo Decoro & CubaNet) and president of the Cubancluding high blood pressure, chronic emphysema, heamorrhoids and
Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Cuban®entence 20 yearsPrison La  coughs blood. Transferred on 18 January 2006 from Kilo 8, Camaguey to
Pre, Villa Clara.Year of Birth 1943.Charge Law 88 and Article 91. El Guayabo PrisorRecent reports: according to his family, Prieto was
Maseda reported in January 2005 that he had been transferred withbaspitalised in May 2007 due to acute chest and back pains and low
explanation to the Régimen Penitenciario Especial Incrementaddood pressure, but was returned to prison before completing all the
(Special Heightened Prison Regime - REI) section of the La Pre prisomecessary medical tests. In addition, the prison authorities have report-
Maseda is the only prisoner in this section who is not a violent criminagdly been refusing to give Prieto the treatment he requires for serious
Maseda reported on 26 May 2005 that he had been transferred on 18 Ndaymonary complications since 10 June. In a public letter, Prieto’s sister,
to a cell where conditions were harder than his previous cell — it beir@lara Lourdes Prieto Llorente, claimed that her brother had been
smaller, virtually without light, and liable to flooding when washingsuffering from ear pain since 11 September 2007. Three days later, with
facilities were being used. Said to be sharing the cell with a highliace swollen, Prieto was finally checked by a doctor, who prescribed him
dangerous prisoner. On 7 March 2007, Maseda’s wife made a complamedication containing antibiotics which he is allergic to, and so refused
to the Interior Ministry about the inhumane way in which he had beeto take. On 11 December, Prieto’s cell was searched and his writings and
transferred from his prison to a hospital where he was due to be undemmems taken away from hintHonorary Member: English PEN. 23
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Alfredo Manuel PULIDO LOPEZ: human rights activist and freelance receiving any treatmeniew information: On 10 August 2007, it was
journalist (Agencia EI Mayor)Sentence 14 years.Prison Kilo 7, reported that Rioz was had concerns for his mental health because of
CamaglieyCharge Article 91. Transferred in August 2004 Combinado noise made by the other (non political) prisoners in his cell. He had asked
del Este prison in Havana to Kilo 7 prison in Camagi¢galth the authorities to be taken to an isolation cell, but his request was denied.
concerns: on 23 May 2007 it was reported that Pulido had recently beeHe was taking medication for insomntdonorary Member: Swedish
diagnosed with tuberculosis but was being denied medical treatment. TREN

president of the Cuban Council of Human Rights Rapporteurs (Consejo )

de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba) is reported to h&er Main Cases

expressed great concern for Pulido’s health. Jesis ALVAREZ CASTILLO: aCuba Press journalist, faces a prison

José Gabriel RAMON CASTILLO: journalist (Instituto Cultura y sentence of between six to twelve months for his refusal to testify in the
Democracia (Culture and Democracy Instit&efubaNet) Sentence20  trial of the six activists who protested at the hospital on 4 March 2002.
yearsPrison Prisién de Jovenes de Villa Claharge Law 88. Health Alvarez refuses to sign a document that states that he witnessed the
concerng/ treatment: Said to have spent a spell in a punishment cell iralleged illegal activities of the group. He claims he was only semi-
November 2004, and to have undergone a hunger strike later that mootnscious due to the beating he received from police and was therefore
in protest at conditions. Ramon also received medical treatment at theaware of what was happening around him. He also faces a second
Carlos J Finlay Military Hospital for a heart disorder, high blood pressentence of between three and eight years for having the reported on the
sure, malfunctioning liver, and problems with his circulatory and nervousvents that resulted in his arrest. Castillo continues to be held in prison,
systems. In June 2007 Ramoén was reported to be suffering from diabe®saiting trial.

cirrhosis, hypertension, stomach ulcers, circulation and other ailmenisse Antonio MOLA PORRO: director of the Independent Library
that have seriously weakened hiew information: On 9 July 2007, it Pedro Luis Boitel, was rearrested on 17 November 2006, after being
was reported that Ramoén’s health had deteriorated, his liver dysfunctioeleased conditionally on 28 February that year. In May 2005 he had
and diabetes in particular. He had also suffered hair loss. According been condemned to two years’ imprisonment as a “pre-criminal danger
his wife, these health complaints are due to the 15 months he has sperbisociety” (peligrosidad social predelictiva). On the day of his re-arrest
solitary confinement. On 3 September, his wife reported that for thdola was at home when ten police officers broke in and seized around
previous two weeks Ramon had been refusing to go to the prison hosphiahdred books and magazines, and various other belongings. The officer
for the insulin injections he requires because when he is taken there heigharge has allegedly said they had received several reports of robbery
handcuffed so tightly that is causes him pain and cuts off his circulationf domestic goods in the community, and that Mola was a suspect. Mola
She also said that Ramén was not receiving the diet he has bdsithe President of the Cuban Foundation of Human Rights and member
prescribed, which is also causing his diabetes to worsen. of the Assembly for the Promotion of Civil Society in Camaguey. It has
Blas Giraldo REYES RODRIGUEZ: librarian (20 de Mayo Library, been reported that instead of being released in May 2007 at the end of his
Sancti Spiritus) and member Bfoyecto Varela steering committee in  two-year sentence he was informally ordered to serve another year. On
Sancti SpiritusRroyecto Varela is a petition calling for a referendum on 17 June 2007, around 70 people protested in a pacific march in front of
legal reform with the goal of greater personal, political and economithe Office of the Provincial Attorney General in Camaguey, requesting
freedoms and an amnesty for political prisoné&a)tence 25 years. Mola’s release. As of 30 June 2007, still being detained at Ceramica
Prison Nieves Morejon, Sancti Spiritu€harge Law 88. In October Roja prison in Camagliey. PEN is seeking an update.

2006 denounced flooding in Nieves Morejon prison, which was causirigaymundo PERDIGON BRITO: founder of independent news agency
sanitary problems. Reportedly underwent surgery for intestinal ailmen¥yabo Press, sentenced to a four-year prison sentence by a municipal
in a Sancti Spiritus hospital in July 2007. On 17 October 2007, Reyessurt in the central town of Sancti Spiritus, on 5 December 2006. He was
wife reported that her husband had been threatened with attack by oneegortedly arrested on 29 November 2006 by the State Security, on
the prison inmates for refusing to hang communist symbols in his prisamarges on being a “pre-criminal danger to society”, after denying a State
cell. She feared for his health and safetgnorary Member: Sydney  Security order to cease his journalistic activities. On the day of the
PEN i announcement of the sentence, around one hundred demonstrators
Omar RODRIGUEZ SALUDES: director of the independent press allegedly attacked the journalist’s relatives. Since his, arrest Perdigén
agency Nueva Prensa CubaBentence 27 years.Prison Toledo, Brito’s sister has taken over as the editorYajabo Press. Perdigon
Havana.Charge Article 91. In February 2007 reported to have beerreported that he had suffered food poisoning in Sancti Spiritus prison on
transferred from Aguica prison in Matanzas to Toledo prison in Havan23 April 2007 caused by negligence on the part of prison staff. He also
According to his wife, Rodriguez remains optimistidonorary reported that inmates were concerned about a sudden increase in kidney
member: Finnish PEN i and cardiovascular complaints.

Omar Moisés RUIZ HERNANDEZ: freelance journalist (Grupo de Oscar SANCHEZ MADAN: Matanzas correspondent for the Miami-
Trabajo Decoro & CubaNefentence 18 yearsPrison Nieves Morejon, based Cubanet websitéear of birth: c. 1964 Sentence: four years
Guayos, Sancti Spiritu€harge Article 91.Prison conditionsg/health Prison: Combinado del Sur, a maximum security prison outside
concerns Reyes has reportedly suffered abuse in prison including solMatanzas.Charge: Article 72 (“social dangerousnessetails of

tary confinements, being held in punishment cell and harassment. Heest and trial: arrested by the State Security at his home in Unién de
suffers poor health including high blood pressure, prostate and kidn&eyes, Matanzas province, on the morning of 13 April. The same day
problems, an enlarged aorta and an eye complaint.. In June 2007 it vi&nchez was tried on “social dangerousness” charges by the Union de
reported that Ruiz was suffering from high blood pressure and circulatid®eyes municipal court. Family members were not allowed to attend the
problems exacerbated by the severe heat and lack of ventilation in thial and Sanchez had no access to legal coudsedr details: Sanchez
prison. He had also been diagnosed with a detached retina but was Inadl covered a local corruption scandal in March 2007, along with social



problems in Matanzas. Prior to his imprisonment he had been detainadd was released in 2006. He has appealed against the conviction and
twice since 2006, in September 2006 and March 2007 (see previous cesmains free pending the appeal outcome.
lists), and had been repeatedly warned by local authorities to sto
working as a journalist. According to Bitacoracubana.com, Sancheffarassed ’ ’
sentence was reduced from four years to three, as a result of an agpealis RODRIGUEZ DIAZ (f): director ofEl Martiano Libre maga-
presented by his mother. zine, was reportedly summoned to a police station by a State Security
Léster TELLEZ CASTRO: director of theAgencia de Prensa Libre  official on 23 August 2007 and ordered to stop publishing her magazine,
Avilefa (Avilefia Free Press Agency), was handed down a prisoar she could be sent to prison. On 22 December, it was reported that
sentence on 27 April 2004, along withhan CarlosGonzalezLeivaand  members of the Policia Nacional Revolucionaria (National
Carlos Brizuela Yera both since released. At the one-day trial, TéllezRevolutionary Police) had attempted to knock Rodriguez’s 15 year-old
Castro was sentenced to three years six months’ imprisonment. The thdeeighter down with a police car. Rodriguez had also received threats
were charged with insulting President Fidel Castro and disorderly aritom the political authorities from Manzanillo, where she lives, who told
disrespectful behaviour under Articles 144 and 200-1 of the Cuban Petar that her family could be evicted from their home because of her
Code. At the trial, it was apparently revealed that Téllez Castro wasreporting on the human rights situation in Cuba.
state security operative but that he renounced his work for the state,
stating that his experiences in prison had converted him into a genuif@mporary Release i
dissident. Téllez Castro had been detained since 4 March 2002 whenMario Enrique MAYO HERNANDEZ: lawyer, journalist (chief of
formed part of a group of human rights activists who staged a peacefdencia Félix Varela) serving a 20-year sentence in Kilo 7 prison.
protest at a hospital in support of a reporfesis Alvarez Castillo Provisionally released for 12 months on 1 December 2005 on health
(above), who had earlier been assaulted by police. The Working Grogpounds. Mayo had to report to state security officials in Camagley once
on Arbitrary Detention of the United Nations Commission on Humara month and was told to report back to prison at the end of November
Rights has formally adopted the case. PEN is seeking confirmation tH2306 when he would be told whether he will remain free or have to
Tellez has been released after serving his sentence, which should hesemmence his term. Mayo (41), was sentenced in April 2003. During
expired on 27 October 2007. his time in prison he conducted at least three hunger strikes, the most
Alberto Gil TRIAY CASALES: correspondent for the Miami based recent in July and August 2005. The journalist was reportedly suffering
websiteCubanet, was arrested on 9 November 2005, and held at thetom a wide range of physical ailments, including three undiagnosed
Department for Technical Investigation for twenty days under charges farmps on his head, glaucoma, emphysema and high blood pressure. He
subversive propaganda. After several heart attacks he was hospitaliseelgan a hunger strike on 21 July 2005 which he vowed to continue “until
and then, in December 2005, transferred to the Valle Grande prison,fiee or dead”. However, it was reported on 19 October that he had tried to
west Havana. On 22 June 2006 his trial took place although, no verda@immit suicide twice, once with a sheet and once with a piece of cord.
has yet been announced. On 13 September 2006, the journalist was $#&dhas also apparently etched the first letters of the words ‘Inocente’
to have started a hunger strike in protesting at the seven-year prisgdmnocent) and ‘Libertad’ (Freedom) into his skin with a nail. Reportedly
sentence he faces. On 1 February 2007, Reporters sans Frontiesisfree as of 16 March 2007; PEN is seeking confirmation that Mayo
reported that Triay had been given a seven-year prison sentencehas not been sent back to jallonorary Member: Catalan PEN
November 2005 for “subversive propaganda”. PEN is seeking confirma-
tion of his conviction. Released
Ramén VELAZQUEZ TORANSO: journalist for the independent Armando BETANCOURT REINA: journalist with theNueva Prensa
news agencyibertad, was sentenced to three years of supervised parofeubana website and founder of the underground magaziie
on 23 January 2007, on charges of being a “pre-criminal danger” amagieyano, was released on 20 August 2007 after being held for 15
society. He was arrested together with his wife and daughter at the busnths. Betancourt was reportedly arrested by the National
station in Ciego de Avila. Both women were freed later that day. ThRevolutionary Police (PNR) on 23 May 2006 while covering a demon-
family had staged a human rights protest on 10 December 2006. Téteation against the eviction of a family squatting at a dump in Camaguey.
journalist was sentenced by the Tribunal in La Tunas, eastern Cuba, thé@was eventually convicted of “public disorder” but not until over a year
transferred to El Tipico provincial prison. On 30 January 2007 he startéater. On 3 July 2007, he was given a 15-month sentence and returned to
a hunger strike and on 3 March was reportedly transferred to a force@eramica Roja Prison, but was subsequently released on 20 August as he
labour camp in Las Tunas province, allegedly “on the orders of Stated already been held without charge for 13 months prior to his convic-
Security.” tion. [RAN 31-07 — 27 July 2007; Update #1 to RAN 31-07 — 23 August
2007
Sentenced - free pending appeal ]
*Alberto Santiago DU BOUCHET HERNANDEZ: freelance jour- ECUADOR
nalist, was sentenced to two years in prison and an additional two years’ .
work in a prison environment and two years under judicial control on 1&n trial
August 2007 following a summary trial. Du Bouchet was accused dfelio Rosario CHAMBA: journalist forEl Correo de Machal& daily
stealing a handkerchief signed by Fidel Castro from an elderly womarewspaper, faces a prison sentence if found guilty on charges of “insult
and former Castro activist. The journalist holds that the woman gave hiand calumny” brought by two Cuban veterinarians as a result of a 20
the handkerchief and was later pressurised by the police to testify agaiAsigust 2005 article by Chamba alleging that they had plagiarised a
him. Du Bouchet previously served a one-year sentence for “civil disob&uban book in a thesis they wrote. The vets brought a lawsuit against
dience” and “resisting the authorities”, also following a summary trialChamba which they lost on 27 November 2006; they then appealed to2be
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Quito Supreme Court, which was expected to issue its verdict in thveere travelling by car, which they believe to have been provoked by the
second half of May 2007. The vets have acknowledged that they did édlitorial. On 16 March they took legal action against Zamora and Alpirez
fact copy much of the book. Trial ongoing as of 30 June 2007; PEN fsr attempted murder. The Human Rights Procurator (Procurador de los
seeking an update. i Derechos Humanos) has reportedly stated that said that the 8 March
Francisco VIVANCO RIOFRIO: managing editor of the daily news- editorial had not constituted an invitation to murder, but had “simply
paperLaHora. On 10 May 2007 President Rafael Correa filed a libel suimade known information which was later confirmed by government
against Vivanco over an editorial entitled ‘Official Vandalism”, whichauthorities."New information: On 20 April 2007, the case was dropped
accused the President of ruling through “riots, sticks and stones” ande to lack of evidence. Case closed.

described his behaviour as “shameful”. The editorial was published on 9

March in connection with violence around presidential attempts 4 A|T]I

schedule a referendum on redrafting the Constitution. The President is

said to have demanded a retraction, which Vivanco refused to do.[ath threats/ harassment

convicted, Vivanco faces between six months and two years in prison &haseph GUYLER C. DELVA: journalist for the New York-based

a fine, under article 230 of the criminal code. Trial ongoing as of 30 Junidaitian Times, Port-au-Price correspondent for the BBC, Reuters, the

PEN is seeking an update. Caribbean Media Corporation and host of a radio news show, reportedly
) received death threats on 25 October 2007. The threats were made to his
On trial/ Suspended sentence mobile phone from blocked numbers, and the callers told him to be

Nelson FUELTALA: journalist for the daily newspapémla Gaceta, careful, that they knew who he was and that they would ‘get him’. The
received a 60-day prison sentence and was ordered to pay US$7(Qaurnalist is also the president of the local press freedom group SOS
damages for defamation by the High Court of Justice (Corte Superior deurnalists, and of the Independent Commission for Supporting
Justicia) of Cotopaxi province on 6 March 2007. The case stems from the/estigations into Murders of Journalists (CIAPEAJ), a body which

newspaper’s publication on 2 June 2006 of comments allegedly made fgyiews the process of state investigation of the murders of journalists in
a former municipal commissioner, criticising Pujili major MarceloHaiti. He notified the authorities of the threats. On 9 November, after
Arroyo, who then sued Fueltala for defamation. Fueltala was initiallyeportedly being chased by a gang of unidentified men in Port-au-Prince,
acquitted by the local court but the decision was overturned by the Hidbelva temporarily left the country, returning a few weeks later, on 25

Court of Justice. The sentence has been suspended while the journalistsember. He was greeted on arrival by the public prosecutor in Port-au-

appeal is considered by the Supreme Court in QNigav. infor mation: Prince, who reportedly obtained a formal promise from President René
As of 31 December the appeal was still pending at the Supreme CourtAnéval to safeguard Delva’s safety. At a press conference on 26
Quito, which is expected to announce its verdict in early 2008. November, Delva said he believed Senator Rudolph Boulos was behind

the threats made against him.

ot A HONDURAS

*Enrique CASTANEDA and Hilda MERIDA (f): journalists forEl ~ Threats )
Periddico, based in Guatemala city. On 31 October 2007, it was reportéddartin RAMIREZ: journalist for the dailyLa Tribuna, based in
that Castafieda and Mérida had been receiving death threats sinceTégucigalpa, reportedly received threats on 7 September 2007, after
October, which they believed were linked to their investigation intavriting about violent organised gangs, and their alleged possible connec-
members of the Partido Patriota (PP) political party who were allegedtion with the police. The article, published that day, did not carry
involved in illegal activities including embezzlement of governmenRamirez’ name; however, the police revealed that he was the author and
funds. The director dl Periodico decided not to publish their findings, he and his family began receiving telephone threats.
but asked them for a draft of the report. The journalists were concerned
because the newspaper’s editing vice-president, Mario Fuentes Destafa@se closed
reportedly stood to be appointed to a high-ranking government post ifthauricio Flores and Nelson Fernandez: editor of the dailyEl Heraldo,
PP won the November 2007 elections. After handing over the draft, tleead managing editor of the dallp Prensa respectively, were sued on 28
journalists began to be followed and to receive death threats urging thBaptember 2007 by the chief of the communications company Hondutel,
not to publish their investigation. They have filed a complaint with thélarcelo Chimirri, for damaging his reputation. Both newspapers had

General Prosecutor for Human Rights. published an article, which originally appeared in the Mexican @hily
Universal, which alleged that Hondutel employees were embezzling part
Case closed of the proceeds from international calls, resulting in losses for the

Ana Carolina ALPIREZ (f) and José Ruben ZAMORA: editor-in-  Honduran treasury. On 5 October, it was reported that judges had ruled
chief and director respectively, of the morning newspalferiddico in that there were insufficient legal reasons for bringing a case to be brought
Guatemala City, have been taken to court for revealing the identities afjainst the journalists.

two police advisors. On 8 March 2007 eReri6dico editorial published

the names of brothers Henry Danilo and José Luis Benitez Barrios, MEX'CO

former unpaid police advisors. The editorial referred to an occasion on i .

which the brothers had allegedly entered Pavén prison, wearing poliédled: investigation

uniforms and heavily armed. According to the Benitez Barrios brothet§erardo Israel GARCIA PIMENTEL: journalist for the daily news-

that night (8 March) they were victims to an armed attack while thegaperLa Opinién, based in Michoacén, western Mexico, was shot dead



while driving his motorcycle in Uruapan, Michoacan state, on &Rodolfo RINCON TARACENA: journalist for the regional daily
December 2007. Realising that he was being followed, Garcia pulled Gpbasco Hoy, disappeared on the night of 20 January 2007, in
at the Ruan Hotel, where he was living with his family. When he arriveWfillahermosa, Tabasco State, southeastern Mexico. The journalist’s
at the parking area, unidentified men wearing hoods shot him approfamily reported the case to the Office of the General Prosecutor of the
mately 20 times. By the time paramedics arrived, Garcia had alreadtate of Tabasco (Procuraduria General de la Justicia del Estado de
died. The journalist had covered stories relating to agriculture for severBdbasco) on 23 January. Rincén had recently published articles on drug
years. The General Prosecutor’s Office is in charge of the investigationtedfficking and at the time of his disappearance was carrying out an inves-

the case. tigation on places where drugs were sold, apparently naming some of the
. . dealers. The night he disappeared he was completing an article on a gang
Disappeared/presumed killed of bank robbers. Reports in March 2007 indicated that Rincon’s disap-

Alfredo JIMENEZ MOTA: crime reporter for the Hermosillo daiB pearance had not been properly investigated. PEN is seeking further
Imparcial in the north-western state of Sonora, has not been seen sincafrmation.
April 2005. That evening he was due to meet a contact whom he had
earlier described to a colleague as “very nervous”. Jiménez (26) h&ief detention/ attacked
recently published articles il Imparcial regarding local drug traf- *Luis Fernando NAJERA: reporter for the dailfl Debate de Culiacan
fickers. The police are working on the premise that his disappearanceaisd the weeklyRiodoce, was attacked and threatened with death when
linked with his work as an investigative journalist. The Subprocuradurieovering a raid in Mochis, Sinaloa state, northern Mexico, on 29 June
de Investigacion Especializada en Delincuencia Organizad2007. The attack occurred after Najera took a photograph of someone
(Subprocurator’'s Office Investigation Unit Specialising in Organisedvho was being beaten during a police raid. He was reportedly chased by
Crime) opened an investigation into the disappearance on 25 April 20@5e police, abducted and tortured, and threatened with death because of
However, Jiménez Mota was still missing as of 31 December 2005 atitke photographs. He claims his camera equipment was confiscated by the
the results, if any, from the investigation have yet to be made public. police, but the latter deny this. The reporter was arrested and held incom-
April 2006 it was reported that the two lines of investigation followed bymunicado for two days, before being released on bail. Najera has report-
the Organized Crime Special Investigation Unit (SIEDO) involve theedly filed a complaint with the Special Prosecutor for crimes against
reporting Jiménez Mota was doing on the families running the drug tradeurnalists (Fiscalia Especializada en Delitos contra Periodistas).
in Sonora, and possible unlawful activities of government officials. He is
now presumed to have been killed. In January 2007 it was reported tidt trial — acquitted — remain threatened
Lt. JesUs Francisco Ayala Valenzuela, a municipal police officer 'inhué Adolfo SAMANIEGO OSORIO and Manolo ACOSTA
Novojoa in the north-western state of Sonora, had given statements to the. LARREAL (journalists for the newspapefocalo) and Jesls
Comision Nacional de Derechos Humanos (National Commission f@ONZALES MEZA (journalist for the dailyLa Voz), based in
Human Rights), and the Procuraduria General de la Republiddonclova, Coahuila state, in northern Mexico. The journalists were
(Prosecutor General’s Office) implicating local authorities in Jiménezarrested by the Special Investigative Unit (Subprocuraduria de
disappearance. Ayala named a former Navojoa Police Chief, two crinmvestigacion Especializada contra la Delincuancia Organizada —
inal investigation police officers, two local prosecutors and a brother GIEDO) on 4 August 2007 while the journalists were trying to cover a
the governor of Sonora. He then reportedly went into hiding aftemarcotics operation. They were reportedly bundled into a car, and blind-
receiving repeated threats. In April 2007, two years after Jiménez’ disafplded and mistreated while being driven around for some 16 hours. The
pearance, it was reported that none of the suspects named by Ayala heh were later accused of possessing a firearm and drugs, charges which
been questioned in connection with the case. PEN is monitoring the cagey denied. They were released on bail on 10 August and subsequently
. acquitted; however, on 21 September, it was reported that the Coahuila
Disappeared Office of the Prosecutor (Procuraduria General de Justicia de Coahuila)
José Antonio GARCIA APAC: editor of the newspapédfcos de la  had appealed the decision.
Costa, from L&zaro Cardenas, Michoacan state, last seen on 2§dia CACHO RIBEIRO (f): author, journalist and social activist. On
November 2006 on his way from Tepalcatepec to Morelia, when he wégal for criminal defamation throughout 2006; acquitted in January 2007.
reportedly intercepted by three people in a pick up truck, at 7.30 p.nHpwever, continues to receive constant death and other threats and is
who took him with them. His car has not yet been found. His familyinder 24-hour protectiometails of arrest and trial: detained on 16
claims that Garcia had reported being followed earlier in the year. Hgecember 2005 and subsequently charged with criminal defamation and
was reporting on cases related to drug trafficking in Michoacéan. Ifcalumny”. The charges were brought against her by textile businessman
March 2007 it was reported that Garcia was still missing and that tld®esé Camel Nacif Borge who is cited in her baok Demonios del
state attorney general’s office had made no progress in its investigatiBdén: el poder detrasde la pornografia (The Demons of Eden: the power
into his disappearance. PEN is seeking an update. On 20 NovemHdashind pornography) as having connections with Jean Succar Kuri,
Garcia’s wife,Rosa | sela Caballero, who has taken over the editorship currently detained in the United States and accused of heading up a child
of Ecos de la Costa, reported that she had sent a letter to the Generglornography and prostitution network. Released on bail shortly after.
Prosecutor’s Office in July, enquiring about the results of the investig&he faced between six months and four years in prison if convicted.
tion into her husband’s disappearance, but was yet to receive a clddreats. Since the publication of her book, Cacho has received the
response. According to Caballero, three representatives of the progeetection of bodyguards provided by the General Procurator’s Office on
cutor’s office had been called to the investigation, and the federal justieecount of the repeated death threats she has reportedly received.
ministry had also intervened, but without results to date. Professional details: Aside from being an author and novelist, Lydia
Cacho runs a centre for women who have been the victims of violen2g,
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writes a political column for the newspapka Voz del Caribe, abdomen, right arm and left leg. It has been reported that the journalist
contributes to the Mexico City-based magazifeg@ Sete and  believes the attack was related to coverage of cases on corruption in the
Tentaciones, is the editorial director of the magaziBeta boca esmia  oil company Petroleos Mexicanos (Pemex). Following this attack,
(This mouth is mine) and presents a television programme of the samEernandez’s colleagueBaniel PEREZ ESPINOZA and Edwin

name. She is also a specialist on issues of violence and gender for (AENESES SANTIAGO reportedly started to receive telephone death
United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and has cothreats, which they also believe to be related to their reporting. The case
founded a network of journalists in Mexico, Central America and thé being investigated by the Special Prosecutor for crimes against
CaribbeanTrial outcome: In October 2006 Cacho’s lawyers succeededlournalists (Fiscalia Especial para la atencién de Crimenes contra los
in transferring her case from Puebla to the Federal District of MexicBeriodistas) in Oaxaca. )

City, where defamation had been repealed as a criminal offence in Apklario Renato MENENDEZ RODRIGUEZ: director and owner d¥or

2006. As a result, the court dismissed the charges against Cacho oBst newspaper based in Mérida, Yucatén state, in southern Mexico.
January 2007 and the trial was discontinued. Cacho in turn successfullienéndez reports being harassed and receiving death threats in Mérida
sought an official investigation into the violation of her constitutionabn 30 June 2007. He attributes the threats to federal and Yucatan state
rights and into those allegedly involved in her kidnapping. In mid Jungovernment officials who are unhappy with his publication of articles
2007 this investigation was before Mexican Supreme Court and dritical of their alleged connections to drugs and people trafficking.
seemed likely that a number of officials allegedly involved in her kidnapMenéndez believes that a price has been put on his head by the head of
ping, including Puebla governor Mario Marin, would be put on triallocal criminal group. He also reports that he has previously suffered
New threats. Cacho continues to receive death and other threats onharassment, including being detained four times by members of the
regular basis. She is under the 24-hour protection of bodyguards aAttorney General's Office (Procuraduria General de la Republica (PGR).
travels in an armoured car. Despite these precautions, on 7 May 2007na2006, the newspaper suffered two grenade attacks, one against its
car in which she was travelling (reportedly the property of the Feder&lancin branch on 23 August and another against its Mérida headquarters
Attorney General’s Office - PGR) narrowly avoided crashing after somen 1 September, which left three journalists injuféely infor mation:

wheel bolts had apparently been intentionally loosened, indicating sab@n 9 July 2007, it was reported that federal congressman José Luis
tage. Cacho and her lawyer lodged an official complaint the followinglanco had documented and condemned the threats made against
day.New information: On 29 November 2007, the Mexican SupremeMenéndez. The head of the Judiciary and the governor of Yucatan have
Court of Justice ruled that there had been no serious violation of Cachagopted a similar position. PEN monitoring.

rights under Article 97 of the Constitution when she was arrested d@mdlartin SERRANO HERRERA: editor of the newspapélribuna,
transferred from Quintana Roo to Puebla in December 2005. Cacho shaked in Veracruz state, reported receiving a death threat on 28 August

she would take her case to an international court. 2007, when five bullets were left by his front door. The bullets were
wrapped in a page of the newspaper containing an article on a series of
Death threats aggressions against the press by the governor of Veracruz state, Serranc

*Ernesto DE LA CUEVA BELLO: journalist and editor for the cultural filed a complaint with the authorities, and asked for protection for
section of the daily newspapigiilenio, has reported fearing for his life. himself and his family.
On 19 October 2007, De La Cueva sent a public letter to the media
stating that he had received reliable information to the effect that tHreatened )
mayor of Metepec, Mexico state, had ordered his murder. The journdiistedy Martin PEREZ LOPEZ and Jorge BECERRA: journalist for
believes that the threats are related to his reporting on irregularities at the newspapel Universal and reporter for the dailpiario Meridiano
city hall allegedly involving the mayor. respectively, were reportedly harassed and verbally attacked by members

*Gonzalo DOMINGUEZ MONROY, Felipe RAMOS CRUZ and of the Municipal Police’s Federal Investigation Agency (Agencia Federal
Carlos DOMINGUEZ MONROQY: regional director and journalists de Investigacion de la Policia Municipal y Vialidad Municipal) in the
respectively, of the Oaxaca—based d&llymparcial del Istmo, report-  early hours of 7 October 2007. The intimidation occurred when the jour-
edly received death threats in late 2007. On 8 October, three of the newalists were returning from covering an indigenous eathpesino
paper vendors were shot dead while driving the company van. There @motest in Venustiano Carranza, Chiapas state, south-east Mexico. They
fears that the attack could be related to the paper’s coverage of the crimere following some police cars when they were stopped by a truck.
inal activities of a drug trafficking gang in Oaxaca state. According to Several armed men got out of the truck and pointed their guns at the jour-
11 October joint report by CENCOS, Article 19-Mexico and IPYS-nalists. Pérez recognised one of the armed men as the co-ordinator of
Mexico, there had been the newspaper staff had resigned en masse dymiliic security, José Ever Espinoza Chirino, and referred to him by name
fear and insecurity. Dominguez and Ramos had also resigned in fear forensure he knew that the journalists were aware of his identity. After a
their lives and those of their families. A complaint was filed with thediscussion, the incident ended. Pérez and Becerra said they would file a
Oaxaca Prosecutor’'s Office (Procuraduria de Justicia del Estado cemplaint with the authorities.
Oaxaca). [RAN 42/07 — 19 October 2007]

*Alberto FERNANDEZ PORTILLA: director of the weeklgemanario ~ Attacked )
del Istmo, political columnist of the dailfel Sol del Istmo, both based in *Oscar LOPEZ and Ariel RAMIREZ ARRIETA: of the cultural publi-
Salina Cruz, and the Juchitan dallly Sur, as well as the producer of a cation El perro azul, were ill treated by police officers of the State
radio news programme, was shot five times when returning to his horReeventive Police in Cuernavaca, Morelos state, from 27 and 28 October
in Salina Cruz, Oaxaca state in the early hours of 5 August 2007. TRB807. On 29 October, the newspaparJornada de Morelos reported
gunman shouted ‘So that you don’t forget my leader’ (pa que no teat Lopez had been beaten and had sustained injuries to his arms, legs
olvides de mi lider) before shooting, and then shot Fernandez in tieck, hands and ribs. Three other people were also injured. Lopez was



taken away by the police after the assault. Ramirez was attacked by two
police officers as he was entering his workplace. The journalists hay&reatened )
filed a complaint with the Cuernavaca Office of the Public MinistryCarlos Mariano GODOY and Aldo BENITEZ: journalist and corre-

(Ministerio Publico) spondent for the newspap&BC Color, reportedly received threats in
October 2007 for publishing a series of profiles of electoral candidates
Harassed with allegedly bad reputations. Godoy received a phone call from a

*Francisco ANDRADE MADRIGAL: general manager of the news site candidate for the governorship of Caaguazu province, Francisco
Informativo Chiapas, has reported harassment and interference by th&lvarenga, who threatened his life. Benitez was threatened by the mayor
media co-ordination office of Chiapas state (Coordinacion def Piribebuy, Cayo Gonzalez, allegedly for the same reason.
Comunicacién Social - Cocoso). On 25 September 2007, Andrade sent a
public letter to the Mexican President, Felipe Calder6n, and the ChiapEERU
state governor, claiming that employees of Cocoso were interfering wi
his work because they believed his position during the August 2006 eldeeath threats
tion had been biased against the governor. Andrade reported that he*@aslelia GALVEZ TAFUR (f): director of theHuaraz Noticias website-
facing restrictions and was being watched while working. He hasews and host of a news radio programme, based in Huaraz, Ancash
allegedly been vetoed by five online media outlets and seen attemptgegion, north-western Peru, reportedly received death threats on 17
sabotage the content of his site. September 2007. Three unidentified men came to the journalist's front

*Eolo PACHECO: director of the newspapél Regional del Sur, and  door and threatened to kill her and her family if she continued with her
host of a radio programme, in Morelos state, central Mexico, wagporting and criticism against the regional president of Ancash. She
attacked when leaving the radio station on 15 August 2007. He wasported the threats to the authorities.
reportedly stopped by various individuals who pushed him into a car, tiddarili GAMBINI LOSTANAU(f): journalist for the weekly paper
him up and drove him to a place where he was badly beaten and thrdatestigando, published in Chimbote, north-western Peru, reported on 14
ened with murder. Pacheco filed a complaint with the authorities. December 2006 that she had been receiving death threats on her mobile

*Juan Gabriel REYES ROBLEDO: reporter and photographer for the phone. She has been in hiding since April 2006 because of death threats
newspapebinco, based in Reynosa, in the eastern state of Tamaulipas. &gainst her and her family. Gambini has also been assaulted on several
December 2007, Reyes reported that he had been subject to harassroeoasions since early 2005, when she was investigating drug trafficking
by Manuel Montemayor, a former judge from the municipality of Rioin Chimbote for a TV programme. The journalist has continued
Bravo, where Reyes is the newspaper’s correspondent since May. Tieblishing her investigations imvestigando. Gambini alleges that the
harassment began when Reyes was about to take photographs of ala®st threats could be related to an order issued by the Transitory
crash he was covering for the newspaper, when Montemayor, who w@sminal Courtroom of the Supreme Court on 27 November 2006, to
the driver, and then still a judge, insulted and attacked him. On I®open a case against the owners of a private fishing company, which she
November, Reyes’ car was set alight, apparently with a Molotov cocktatccused of drug trafficking. The authorities have not yet found those
After Reyes filed a complaint with the authorities, Montemayor reportresponsible for the threatsew information: It was reported that on 1
edly reimbursed Reyes for the damages to his car, and promised to slapuary 2007 Gambini’'s house was broken into by unidentified persons
bothering him. However, on 25 November, a similar incident occurredyho rifled through materials and destroyed papers. Gambini’s security
this time with Reyes's wife’s car. According to Reyes reportedguard, who was outside the house at the time of the incident, tried to
Montemayor had also been making telephone threats to him between thport the burglary to the police station in Chimbote, but was told that

attacks. The reporter filed a complaint with the authorities. only the owner of the property could make a formal complaint. During
the early hours of 2 January, two men broke into the house again and beat
Case closed the security guard, threatening him with a knife and demanding informa-

Jesis LEMUS BARAJAS: journalist for the newspapér Jornada in tion on Gambini’s whereabouts. As of June 2007, Gambini remained in
Michoacén, south western Mexico. Reported in late 2006 to be facidgding. PEN is seeking an update.
criminal charges for defamation presented by parliamentarians of the
local legislature from the ruling party Partido RevolucionarioDeath threats/ Attacked
Institucional. The charges followed a publication of accusations made ByHenry BARRETO PALMA: journalist for the magazin&co de
politicians of the opposition. Case closed due to lack of information.  Ancash, was intimidated by an unidentified individual in a car, who tried

to run Barreto over near his home on 3 August 2007. The person shouted

PARAG UAY out a death threat at Barreto. The journalist believes the attack could be
) linked to his reporting on an official from the National Fund for
Facing charges Development Cooperation, who has allegedly been receiving two

*Mauricio ACOSTA: journalist with the Pilar-based newspapitima  salaries, which is prohibited for state employees. On 4 August, Barreto
Hora. Reportedly facing legal action after he published articles thaind a radio journalist who was interviewing him received a death threat
quoted social activists criticising the judiciary during a public meetindy telephone; they were told to stop commenting on the case. On 5
organised by the Citizens in Action alliance of popular organisations. August, Barreto received another telephone death threat. Barreto has
member of the Appeals Court of Pila reportedly issued the threats mdportedly asked the local government for protection.
legal action against Acosta on 26 June 2007. PEN is seeking an updat7e_}7 rened

reatene

*Victor BALCAZAR PORRAS: journalist forDestape magazine and 29



director of the Destape website (http://www.destape.net), reportedlica Luizar Obregon at the police station in San Sebastian, Cusco, on 11
received email threats on 7 and 10 November 2007 after reporting oiagust. The lawyer's son had been detained because his car was not
domestic violence case in which a police officer was allegedly involvedhsured, and the lawyer, who is the sister of Congressman Oswaldo
in Chiclayo, Lambeque region, north-western Peru. There was no douhiizar Obregon, allegedly threatened to use her brother’s influence to
that the threats were connected to Balcazar’s story, as one of the emhése the police officers sanctioned. The case is being heard at the Seconc
urged him to delete the photographs of the police officer and his wifeériminal Court in Cusco. PEN is seeking further information.
from the website, or risk being tortured or murdered

*José Luis MARQUEZ: journalist for the weekly newspapEt Biho, ~ Suspended sentence
was reportedly threatened by two unidentified women at the newspapelislio LARA LADRON DE GUEVARA and CarolinaZAMALLOA
headquarters in Arequipa, south-western Peru, on 4 July 2007. The jo(f}: editor and journalist of the newspajitiComercio del Cusco respec-
nalist had investigated allegations of falsification of academic marks &tely, received a one-year suspended sentence on 10 November 2006.
the National Academy of Magistrates (Academia Nacional ddudge Anibal Paredes of Cusco’s Sixth Tribunal also imposed a fine of
Magistrados), a body of the judiciary in charge of training and accreditapproximately US$620 as civil reparation for defamation. This followed
tion for judges and members of the Prosecutor’s Office. The journalistpublication in September 2005 on sexual harassment at the Fine Arts

has asked the authorities for protection. School following allegations by students. The newspaper later published
a letter from the person accused in the article responding to the allega-
Attacked tions. The sentence was reviewed and confirmed by the Third Tribunal

*Fidel CHAINA and Paty CONDORI (f): journalists with the dailjos  of Cusca’s Superior Court..
Andes and with a news website respectively, were assaulted by poli¢&cio VASQUEZ GOICOCHEA (f): editor of the weekly newspaper
officers on 4 July 2007. The attack occurred when the journalists wehavestigando, in Chombote, north western Peru, was convicted of “aggra-
covering a teachers’ union strike in Juliaca city, capital of Puno, southated slander” on 22 May 2007. Vasquez received a one-year suspended
eastern Peru. Chaifia was detained by the police for half an hour, esehtence and was ordered to pay US$900 in damages to businessmai
Condori had her camera taken away from her. The camera was retune&&muel Dyer Ampudi, who sued her in March 2005 after she implicated
her after a number of other journalists intervened. him in alleged corruption in Chimbote’s fishing business. Vasquez
*Jose RAMIREZ: contributor to newspapé@a Primera, was ambushed lodged an appeal with the Supreme Court of Justice, which confirmed the
by the mayor and a group of officials from the municipal council of Warisentence.
in Ancash region, north-western Peru, on 11 November 2007. He was
returning from a commission hearing when the car he was travelling VENEZUELA
was intercepted by two council vans. Ramirez and his three companions
were forced out of their car; the journalist managed to escape but tReath threats
others were injured. Later, at a press conference, Ramirez reported @ nan LUGO GALICIA: journalist for the newspap@&l Nacional,
incident and said that he had heard the mayor ordering his bodyguardbtsed in Caracas, has reportedly received email death threats since &
look for him, kill him and throw his body in the river. The authorities areDecember 2007. The threats came after Lugo was accused by the
reportedly investigating the case. Ramirez has previously been critical\é¢énezuelan President of being part of an international conspiracy against
the current local administration and has accused the mayor of corruptidrim, by receiving payments from the United States of America. This
) accusation followed an article of Lugo’s on the broadcasting of the
Ontrial i results of the referendum held in Venezuela on 2 December.
*Jaime VASQUEZ VALCARCEL: editor of the newspaper .
Pro&Contra, was accused of defamation by police officers of theOn trial
Criminal Investigations Division on 30 October 2007. The officerslulio BALZA: columnist for the dailyEl Nuevo Pais, was sued by
claimed that the journalist had accused them of being involved in Ramén Carrizales, then the Minister of Infrastructure, for defamation
robbery in Loreto, north-eastern Peru, in September that year. On 2A8d slander in March 2006. Having made critical remarks about
October, a television programme had reported on the robbery, andCarrizales’ performance after the collapse of a bridge in his column
source revealed that the weapons used on the theft allegedly belongettocroz con Mango”, Balza was accused of having damaged the
the officers. Vasquez subsequently published an account of the event. Minister’s reputation and infringing upon his “right to live with honour”.
*Lenia ZEBALLOS PASCAL and Héctor MAYHUIRE On 15 December 2006, the two-year-11-month sentence against Balza,
RODRIGUEZ: political affairs editor and general director of the news-passed by the Tribunal Noveno de Juicio (Ninth Court of Justice), was
paperCorreo respectively, have been sued by the Mayor of Huanuca;onfirmed by the Sala Sexta de la Corte de Apelaciones (Sixth Bench of
central Peru, on charges of criminal defamation. The complaint wake Appeals Court). The ruling also ordered civil reparations of nearly
admitted by the First Branch of Huanuco’s Superior Court on 6 Augu$1S$12,500. Balza’s defence announced that they will be appealing the
2007. On 25 July, the newspaper had published an article describing, isentence. The journalist reportedly could not be imprisoned until the
colloquial way, the excessive mayor’s self-promotion in local activitiessentence is evaluated and confirmed by another ¢¢ewtinfor mation:
The mayor also accused Zeballos of usurping functions, as she is ndda 12 April 2007, the Venezuelan Supreme Court declared Balza’s
member of the journalists’ association, even though this is not a requirgppeal inadmissible. However, recent reports claim that there is a further
ment by law to practice journalism in Peru. appeal pending in this case, which should be resolved in early 2008.
*Yrma ZELA VERA (f): journalist for the newspapé@orreo, based in  Miguel SALAZAR: editor and columnist for the political weekly news-
Cusco, Southern Peru, was sued on defamation charges on 20 AuqegperLas Verdades de Miguel. On 19 April 2007 it was reported that
30 2007. On 13 April, the journalist had reported on a threat made by lawyBalazar could face a prison sentence of two to four years and a



US$320,000 fine on “aggravated defamation” charges under the crimin@hildren and Adolescents (Tribunal de Proteccion del Nifio, Nifia y

code, which was amended in 2005 to significantly increase penalties fddolescente) to pay an exorbitantly high fine for a November 2005

press offences. The charges stem from a 2005 law suit brought agaioginion piece that made humorous reference to the daughter of President

Salazar and one of his journalists, Henry Crespo, by a local governor addgo Chavez. The piece had, it was ruled, damaged the girl’s “honour,

two other politicians over a 2003 report on alleged corruption and humaeputation, image, privacy and private lifeNew information:

rights violations in Guérico state. Crespo received an 18-montAccording to PEN's information, the legal action threatened by the

suspended sentence in May 2006 and did not appeal. However Saladpamer finance minister did not proceed. Howeat,Cual was obliged

challenged the court’s impartiality before the Caracas Supreme Coutt, pay US$50,000 in court fines in relation to the second incident. Petkoff

which ordered Salazar to be temporarily detained for not havingeports that the newspaper managed to gather the money via a public

appeared for new preliminary hearings. The first hearing for the “aggraellection.

vated defamation” suit was due to begin in Caracas on 18 April 2007.

PEN is seeking an update.

Roger SANTODOMINGO: former director of the interactive news

website Noticiero Digital (http://www.noticierodigital.com). On 22 and = gm

23 May 2007, Santodomingo was among a group of anti-Chavez journal- As IA an d Pa Cli f iC

ists accused by state owned media of receiving money from the

American government/ the CIA in order to destabilise the State. The

other journalists were from TV stations Globovision and Radio Caracas

Television. They are said to have received money in 2003 under the guise

of professional courses and cultural exchanges financed by US coop?-FG HAN |STAN

tion agencies, which they have denied. Santodomingo has reportedly ™~ =

stated that he was a correspondent and producer for the BBC in the UkKestigation

from 2003 to 2005 but did not participate in any workshops. He W&SAYED Parwez Kambakhsh: Journalism student and reporter for the

expected to appear at the Prosecutor’s office (Fiscalia de la Nacién) onl@dal daily Jahan-e-Naw. Brother of prominent journalist Sayed Yaqub

June 2007. On 28 May, the Minister of Communication and Informatiotbrahimi. Reportedly arrested on 27 October 2007 for downloading and

filed a suit with the Prosecutor General accusing Santodomingo dfstributing allegedly anti-Islamic literature. Facing trial in an Islamic

attempting to instigate the assassination of President Hugo Chavez amdirt on the charge of blasphemy, which carries the death penalty. It is

of receiving funding from the US State Department to destabilise thfeared he may be targeted by association with his brother, who has been

government. The lawsuit comes in the wake of Santodomingo’s publicander escalating pressure for his critical reporting on local officials and

tion of an opinion poll where assassinating the President was offered awarlords. WiPC seeking further information.

possible response to the question “What is the way out of this crisis?” .

and received 30 percent of readers’ volesy information: In late June  Brief Detention

2007, Santodomingo reportedly received letters threatening his fanilamran Mir HAZAR: Chief editor of theKabul Press website and

which led him to resign from his position as director ofpoet. Reportedly arrested on 4 July 2007 after articles were posted on his

noticierodigital.com. Three days later, his parked car was set on fire. @rbsite accusing senior officials of being spies. He was released on 8

1 August 2007, Luis Tascén, a member of the Media Commission of tlielly 2007. Armed security officials also reportedly detained Mir Hazar

Venezuelan Parliament, requested that Santodomingo, together with 9 August 2007 outside his office. He was released on 1 September

other two television and radio journalists be summoned to parliament @07 and claimed after his release that he was repeatedly told not to write

accusations of receiving funds from the government of the United Statamything critical of the government. Since his release, he has been under

of America through cultural exchange programmes. However, shortlylose surveillance and tibul Press website has closed down.

after, the First Vice-President of the Parliament stated that she wolltiohammad Asif NANG: Editor of the government magazifeace

request that the journalists not be questioned by Parliament. As ofJBga and Parliamentary Affairs Ministry spokesman. Reportedly

August, Santodomingo had not received any notification. PEN is seekiagrested on 1 July 2007 after he published an extract from a Canadian

further information. essay critical of President Karzai, entitled “Wars and Globalization: Who
Did 9/11 Benefit?” Released on 14 July 2007.

Charges dropped

Teodoro PETKOFF: publisher ofTal Cual newspaper, was threatened

with legal action on 23 April 2007 by former finance minister Tobl’asAUSTRALIA

Nébrega over a 12 April editorial alleging Nobrega’s involvement irCase closed

corruption along with other public officials. The editorial, which wasJess MOORE (f): Editor of the student magaziffertangala in the
based on a document written by staff at the Banco Central de Venezuetmstal town of Wollongon, in south—eastern Australia. Investigated
(Central Bank of Venezuela), claimed that Nébrega was representing thieder a federal anti-terror law after being denounced on an ‘anti-terrorist
current finance minister, Rodrigo Cabezas, in negotiations to prifiotline’. She was accused of attending a meeting in support of the
banknotes in anticipation of the change in national currency planned ftalamist movement ‘Hamas’ on 18 October 2006. Moore was reportedly
2008. Nobrega asked the Prosecutor General (Fiscalia) to take legttending a meeting with other students about homophobia and not
action against Petkoff for having “damaged the honour” of the individHamas. While the authorities have acknowledged there may be irregular-
uals and institutions mentioned in the editorial. In another incident, onifles, they have informed Moore that the investigation against her is
February 2007Tal Cual was ordered by the Court for the Defence ofcontinuing. Case closed for lack of further information. 31
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order under the Special Powers Act of 1974, and denied an application
BANG LAD ESH for bail. Case closed, presumed freed.

Facing charges c AM Bo D I A

*Jahangir Alam AKASH: Reporter for the dailyDainik Sangbad.
Reportedly taken from his home on 23 October 2007 in the northwestefftacked
City of Rajshahi, by members a government task force and arrestBtion PHAT: Reporter with Khmer-language newspa@abas Ka. His
under the Emergency Power Rules of 2007. He was jailed on extortilmme was reportedly targeted in two arson attacks on 10 August 2007
charges but it is thought that his arrest could be linked to his writingand 17 August 2007. Prior to the attacks, Phat reportedly received anony-
Akash has been harassed on many occasions because of his investigativas phone calls warning him that he would get some ‘presents’. The
reporting. He was reportedly transferred to a prison hospital a few dagttacks are thought to be linked to Phat’s reports on illegal logging,
after his arrest because of injuries he sustained from being beaterwihich implicated a local businessman.
custody. He was released on bail in late November 2007, but he still faces
charges and has been told that his case will be transferred to a spe&$e closed
court operating under the emergency declaration for reasons that rem@gang NARITH: Lecturer in Law and Politics at the Sihanouk Raj
unclear. He is said to still require medical treatment for his injuries arBuddhist University in Phnom Penh. Teang Narith was dismissed from
there are serious concerns about his health. WiPC seeking further detdiis. post of lecturer on 22 August 2006 and was reportedly arrested on 4

September 2006. He was charged under the UNTAC Penal code the next

Attacked day with the criminal offence of disinformation. The charges appear to

*Kamrul Hassan KHAN, Kazi Saifuddin AVI, Rashed ALI, Nesar have been based on Teang Narith’s unpublished critical writings on
AHMED, Sabbir MAHMUD: Correspondent for thBaily Star news- ~ Cambodia’s current leadership. Thought to have been since released,
paper, reporter faBhorer Kagoj, reporter forBhorer Kagoj, reporter for  case closed.
Amar Desh and reporter for the dailorotoa respectively. Reportedly
assaulted by security forces on 23 August 2007 while the men We(e:HlNA
trying to cover events surrounding a curfew imposed in the capital Dhaka
and five other cities in response to growing unrest across the countiain cases

Many other journalists were also beaten by the police. CHEN Shuging
) ) D.o.b.: 26 September 196#rofession: Dissident writer and leading
On trial, free on bail member of Zhejiang Branch of the banned Chinese Democratic Party

Salah Uddin Shoaib CHOUDHURY: Editor of the tabloid weekly (CDP).Dateof arrest: 14 September 2008entence: 4 years in prison.
Blitz. Arrested on 29 November 2003 by security personnel at Zigxpires: 13 September 201Metails of arrest: He went voluntarily to
International Airport in Dhaka. He was reportedly on his way to Israel tthe Daguan Police Station, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, after
participate in a conference with the Hebrew Writers Association when feeing summoned the previous day. On 17 October 2006 he was formally
was arrested. Choudhury is believed to have been going to addressharged with inciting subversion for his critical articles published on
writers’ symposium in Tel Aviv entitleBridges Through Culture, and  various overseas Chinese websites such as Boxun, Minzhu Luntan,
was scheduled to speak about the role of the media in establishing ped@ajiyuan, Yi Bao, Guancha, and Xin Shijietails of trial: Sentenced to
Choudhury is known for his attempts to improve relations betweefour years in prison on charges of ‘inciting subversion of state power’ on
Muslim countries and Israel, and has written articles against anti-lsradit August 2007 by the Intermediate People’s Court of Hangzou City.
attitudes in Muslim countries and about the rise of al-Qaeda imhe conviction is reportedly based on sentences quoted from various arti-
Bangladesh, which had reportedly sparked debate in the Bangladestes published and posted on the banned magazine of the Chinese
press and government prior to his arrest. Choudhury was accusedDEmocratic Party, and overseas Chinese websites inclugbrgn,
spying for Israel, and was repeatedly denied a bail hearing. He w&poch Times, China Affairs Forum, China E Weekly andDuowei News.
released on bail on 2 May 2005 following appeals by PEN USA. His tridflis appeal was rejected by the Zhejiang High People’s Court on 29
started on 5 April 2006, and is ongiong as of 31 December 200Qctober 2007Place of detention: Detention Center of Hangzhou City,
Choudhury continues as editorBiftz and remains under pressure from Zhejiang Province. Previous political imprisonment/problems:

the government and extremist groups for his critical writiklygmorary Previously detained in 1999 for 4 months for his role in the setting up the
member of: USA PEN and English PEN. (Update #4 to RAN 23/04, 26banned Chinese Democratic Party. After his release, he trained to

March 07). become a lawyer, but in 2005, after passing his exams, he was refused a
lawyer’s licence by the Justice Bureau of Zhejiang Province, who alleged
Case closed his articles published online had violated China’s Constitution. Chen

Tasneem KHALIL: Investigative journalist for the Dhaka-badedily  challenged this ruling in court, but lost the case in both the lower and the
Sar and Human Rights Watch consultant. Reportedly detained by secappeal courts. He has since been subject to police harassment.

rity forces on 11 May 2007 on unknown charges. Case closed, presumed

freed. CHING Cheong

Atiqullah Khan MASUD: Publisher and editor of the dailgnakantha. D.O.B: 3 December 194Profession: Hong Kong-based correspondent
Reportedly arrested at his home on 7 March 2007 by the army in Dhakar Singapore’sThe Straits Times. Date of arrest: 22 April 2005.
Reportedly accused of ‘corruption’, ‘criminal activities’ and ‘tarnishingSentence: 5 years imprisonmenExpires: 4 August 2010.Details of

the country’s image abroad’. Detained under a one-month detenti@nrest: Reportedly detained in Guangzhou, southern China, then trans-



ferred to Beijing where he was held under a form of detention known*&tJ Jia

‘residence under surveillance’ until his formal arrest on charges of esp#rofession: Leading activist and dissident writ€rate of arrest: 27

onage on 5 August 2005. Sources familiar with the case claim that Chibgcember 200™etails of arrest: Leading Beijing-based human rights
Cheong had been sent to Guangzhou to obtain a manuscript of se@etivist and freelance reporter Hu Jia was arrested from his home by the
interviews with the late Zhao Ziyang, former Premier and SecretarBeijing Municipal Public Security Bureau on 27 December 2007 on
General of the Communist Party, who opposed the government clanijsuspicion of incitement to subvert state power”. Although no official
down on the Tianmen Square protestors in 1989, which led to hisason has been given for his arrest, it is thought he may be charged for
downfall. It has been reported that the publication of the interviewBis online reporting on human rights issukace of detention: Held

would be extremely damaging to the Communist regime in China. Chirngcommunicado at the Beijing Municipal Detention Centrgalth

was formally charged on 5 August 2005 for allegedly selling economiconcerns. Hu Jia suffers from long-term health problems including
political and military information to Taiwanese agents between 2000 arwirrhosis of the liver, and there are fears that his condition could seriously
2005.Place of detention: Reported to have been held incommunicado indeteriorate in prisorOther information: Hu Jia’s family have also been
Beijing since his detentiometails of trial: Convicted of espionage and subjected to harassment and severe restrictions of movement since his
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment and one-year’s deprivation of hasrest, and there are serious concerns for his Zefey Jingyan, who
political rights on 31 August 2006. His sentence was upheld on appeal bad a one-month-old baby at the time of Hu’s arrest and is herself under

24 November 20064onorary member: Independent Chinese PEN. effective house arred®revious political imprisonment/problems: Hu
and his wife Zeng Jinyan were placed under residential surveillance on
GUO Qizhen 18 May 2007, as they were about to set off on a tour of Europe to

D.O.B: 10 May 1958Profession: Cyber-dissidentDate of arrest: 12~ promote their documentary film “Prisoners of Freedom City”. Hu is
May 2006Sentence: 4 years in prisofxpires: 11 May 201(Metails of known for his activities on evironmental and AIDS issues, and had been
arrest: Reportedly arrested at his home on 12 May 2006 and chargédiefly detained in February 2006.

with ‘inciting subversion of state power’ on 6 June 2006. His arrest

appears to be linked to his participation in a rotating hunger strike, whidiE Depu

has been held by pro-democracy activists since 4 February 2006 Doo.b: 28 October 195®rofession: Dissident activist/writerDate of
protest against human rights violations in China. The charges are basedest: 4 November 2008entence: Eight years in prisorExpires: 24

on his 34 articles attacking at the leadership of the Chinese Communisinuary 201 Details of arrest: Taken from his home by the police for
Paty and government that were published on overseas weli3desls  questioning and held incommunicado in a form of ‘residence under
of trial: Sentenced to 4 years imprisonment, and three years’ deprivatisarveillance’ until formally detained on 27 January 2003. He was a
of political rights, for ‘inciting subversion’ on 17 October 20P&ace of signatory of the open letter of 20 November 2002 calling for political
detention: No.4 Prison in Shijiazhuang, the capital City of Hebeireform (see]lANG Lijun, andZHAO Changqing below). Details of
Province, Northern Chin&reatment in prison: Denied full access to trial: Tried on 14 October 2003 in a two-hour trial on charges of
family visits, and feared to be ill-treatedealth concerns: There are  “inciting subversion” for collaborating with the banned Chinese
reports that he has suffered a broken leg and is in a fragile psychologi€#mocratic Party (CDP) and publishing essays on the Internet.
state. His health has reportedly deteriorated in prison due to the lack®éntenced on 6 November 2003 to eight years in prison and two-year
adequate health care. On 17 April 2007, he was transferred to Naléprivation of political rights. On 20 December 2003 Beijing’s Court
Prison in Shijiazhuang, where he was denied family visits until 18 Jurido.1 dismissed He Depu'’s application for an appdehlith concerns:

2007, when his wife was able to see him. At this visit, his wife reporteBaid to be in very poor health, to have lost a great deal of weight, a
that he had sustained serious bruising, allegedly as a result of beatingsioynber of teeth, and to be suffering from a liver complaint. In need of
fellow inmates that were orchestrated by prison guarbisiorary  vitamins and medicatioTreatment in prison: lll-treated in prison and

member: Independent Chinese PEN denied access to family visits. Reportedly beaten by a fellow prisoner in
April 2007, possibly orchestrated by the prison guaRisfessional
HADA details. Took part in the Democracy Wall Movement in 1979 and

D.O.B: 13 February 1955Profession: Owner of the Mongolian founded the magazinReijing Youth which was subsequently banned.
Academic bookstore and founder and editor-in-clofeThe \Voice of Helped launch the now-banned China Democracy Party (GD&).ous
Southern Mongolia Date of Arrest: 10 December 1995entence: 15  political imprisonment/problems: Lost his job with the Social Sciences
years in prisorexpires: 9 December 201Details of Arrest: Arrested  Academy after standing as a candidate in the local election in 1990.
for founding the Southern Mongolian Democracy Alliance andBriefly detained several times for his political activiti¢tonorary
publishing the underground journdlhe Voice of Southern Mongolia. member of: Suisse Romande, Independent Chinese PEN.
Details of trial: Sentenced to 15 years in prison and 4 years deprivation
of political rights on charges of “inciting separatism and espionage” onl8U Shigen
December 199&lace of Detention: No.4 Prison, Chi Feng City, Inner D.O.B: November 1954 Profession: University lecturer, political
Mongolia. Treatment in Prison: Reportedly subject to ill treatment in activist and dissident writeDate of arrest: 27 September 1992.
detentionHealth Concerns: Said to be suffering from a stomach ulcer Sentence: 20 years in prison and a subsequent five-year deprivation of
and coronary heart disease, and his health is said to have deteriorgietitical rights. Hu Shigen’s sentence was reduced by two years in
significantly in prisonHonorary member: PEN Canada, Independent August 2007.Expires: 26 October 200Details of arrest: Reportedly
Chinese PEN. detained in Beijing on 27 May 1992 and formally charged on 27
September 1992 with ‘counter-revolutionary crimes’. He was amongst
dozens of China Freedom and Democracy Party (CFDP) and China R38e
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Trade Union (CFTU) members to be detained in April and May 1992 farapacity as member of the preparatory committee of the China Patriotic
planning 4 June memorial activities in many of China’s major cities. As Bemocratic Party’. He was sentenced to a twelve-year in prison and four-
founding member of both the CFDP and CFTU, Hu Shigen drafted year deprivation of political rights. His sentence was upheld on appeal on
number of key documents for both parties and was active in calling f& December 2004r ofessional details. Huang Jingiu trained at the Lu
government accountability for the violent suppression of the Democrag§un Literature Institute, a leading writing school. His writings have been
Movement in June 198®etails of trial: He was convicted on 16 well-recognised from an early age, and at the age of twenty he published
December 1994 by the Beijing Intermediate People’s Court of ‘leadingls first book. He has worked as a journalist and editor of several newspa-
counterrevolutionary organisation’ and ‘counterrevolutionary propapers and magazines since the age of eighteen, including the Guanzhou
ganda’. As a senior member of the CFDP, Hu received the heaviedily Yangcheng Wanbao. His essays have been collected into two publi-
sentence of 20 years in prison and five years’ subsequent deprivatiorcafions, one that is non-political and published under his real name, and
political rights. His sentence was upheld on appeal by the Supreme Coonie collection of political commentaries published for security reasons
on 15 June 1995. He reportedly received a seven-month reduction to hisder his pen-name Qing Shuijun. According to his articles, which he
sentence on 16 December 2005, after being interviewed by the Uféntinued to post on Boxun.com throughout his journey across China, he
Special Rapporteur on Tortu@lace of detention: Beijing No.2 Prison.  began to be followed by the secret police on 15 August 2003, first in
Treatment in prison: The conditions of Hu Shigen’s detention are Yunan Province, then in Sichuan and through to Shan@heade of
reportedly very harsh, and his health is said to have deteriorated greatitention: Pukou Prison, Nanjing City, Jiangsu Provin&evious

since his incarceration. He is denied medical care and suffers frompalitical imprisonment/problems: In early 2001, whilst he was over-
number of medical conditions, including a back condition which it iseas, his articles began to attract the attention of the Chinese authorities,
feared could lead to paralysis if left untreated. His refusal to showhich reportedly visited his parents and warned them of their concerns
remorse for his political activities has reportedly contributed to his poabout him. He attracted further attention in January 2003 by announcing
treatment in prison. He is currently held under Class Two Closen Boxun.com his intention to found a political party, the China Patriot
Supervision and is constantly monitored by fellow prisoners, who recof@emocracy Party (CPDP). Although his announcement is said to have
his activities and prevent him from talking to anyone. He has very limitedttracted a lot of interest, it is not thought that the CPDP was ever organ-
contact with his family, and an inadequate di¢¢alth concerns: Hu ised in practiceHonorary member of: German, American, English and
Shigen reportedly suffers from intestinal and heart problems, malnutindependent Chinese PE(RAN 46/04, 6 October 2004).

tion and chronic migraines. He is said to require a hearing aid and to be

extremely weak. He also has back problems caused by the dislocationK®NG Youping and Ning Xianhua

several vertebrae, which remain untreated. Requests for medical parbl®@.b.: 1952 (Kong YoupingProfession: Internet writers and factory

by his family have been ignored by the authoritiFafessional details: workers.Date of arrest: 13 December 200Sentence: 10 and 8 years in

Hu Shigen graduated with a degree in Chinese from Beijing Universitprison respectivel\Expires. 12 December 2013 and 13 December 2011
He subsequently became a lecturer at the Beijing Language and CultuespectivelyDetails of arrest: Kong Youping was reportedly arrested
Institute. In January 1991 Hu Shigen co-founded the China Freedom aafler posting five articles and seven poems on an overseas website chal-
Democracy Party (CFDP). He also participated in the Chineslenging the official version of the “Beijing Spring” and alleging official
Progressive Alliance, established by former PEN main case Kargprruption. The pair was also accused of posting online essays
Yuchun, and in December 1991 joined other political activists, includingupporting the establishment of trade unions and the China Democratic
former PEN main case Liu Jingsheng, to establish the China Free Tra@aty (CDP). It is thought that the heavy sentences against the pair are
Union (CFTU) Preparatory Committedonorary member of: English  related to growing workers’ unrest in Northeast China where many

PEN, Independent Chinese PEN, PEN Canada. factory workers for failing state enterprises are being laid off and an
organised labour movement is struggling to emeBgtails of trial: On
HUANG Jinqgiu (aka Qing Shuiju) 16 September 2004 the Shenyang Intermediate People’s Court, Liaoning

D.o.b.: 3 September 197Rrofession: Internet essayist, writer and jour- province, north-eastern China, sentenced both on charges of ‘subverting
nalist.Date of arrest: 13 September 2008entence: 12 years in prison, state power’ to 15 and 12 years in prison respectively. On appeal, their
reduced by one year and ten months in November ZB@ires: 12  sentences are reduced to 10 and 8 years, respeétigedof detention:
November 201®etails of arrest: Arrested on 13 September 2003 after Kong Youping is held at Lingyuan City prison, west Liaoning Province.
returning to China in August 2003 following three years overseas onNing Xianhua is held at Shenyang prison, the capital city of Liaoning
scholarship studying journalism at the Central Academy of Art irProvince Health concerns: Kong Youping is said to be suffering from
Malaysia. Well known in the overseas Chinese internet community fdrigh blood pressure and deteriorating eyesig@hher information:

his essays published on the Chinese-language news websiteng Youping is said to be detained far from his home, and his wife in
‘Boxun.com’ under the pen-name Qing Shuijun (Mr Clear Water). Irunable to afford to visit himHonorary member: Independent Chinese
early September 2003, Huang Jingiu visited his parents in ShandoR&N

Province; his last article was published on 10 September 2003, entitled

‘Me and My Public Security Friends’Details of trial: Huang’s trial LI Changqing

began on 22 June 2004 at the Changzhou Intermediate People’s CourD.ti.b.: 1965 Profession: Deputy news director of thEuzhou Daily.

is reported that the court was unable to reach a verdict initially becauseldite of arrest: 16 December 200&entence: Three years in prison.
lack of evidence, but after the case was referred back to the prosecutixpires: 2 February 200®etails of arrest: Reportedly detained in
further evidence was submitted and he was convicted on 27 Septembennection with the investigation of Huang Jingao, a Communist Party
2004 of ‘organising, planning and performing subversion of state powaeifficial in Fujian province who wrote an open letter tofbeeple’s Daily

by publishing a large number of reactionary articles on the Internet in hiewspaper in December 2004 alleging corruption among local officials.



On 3 February 2005 Li was initially charged with inciting subversion forrrest: April 2005. Sentence: 20 years in prisorExpires: April 2025.

helping Huang write the letter and supporting him in articles published iDetails of trial: First arrested in April 2005 on charges of ‘leaking state

his newspaper and on-line, but this charge was later dropped for lacks&crets’. Convicted on 18 December 2006 to 20 years in prison for

evidence. The authorities then filed a new charged for an article leaking state secrets to a Hong Kong reporter (Ching Cheong, see above)

published on 13 October 2004 on the banned Chinese-language Web git® was sentenced to five years for spying. Human rights groups have

Boxun News exposing an outbreak of dengue fever in Fujian provinagestioned the evidence in the reporter’s case, but Lu’s trial was held in

before the authorities officially announceddttails of trial: Sentenced secret and reportedly only lasted for 90 minuiace of detention:

to three years in prison on 24 January 2006 by the Gulou district courtBeijing City jail. Treatment in prison: Reportedly held incommuni-

southern China’s Fuzhou city for “spreading false and alarmist informaado. His wife is not allowed access to hikhonorary member:

tion” and his sentence was upheld on appeal on 31 March R@é.of Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).

detention: Yong-an Prison, Yong-an City, Fujian Provindéealth

concerns: Suffering from stomach inflammatio®ther infor mation: LU Zengqi and YAN Qiuyan

Recipient of the World Association of Newspaper (WAN)’s 2008 GolderProfession: Falun Gong members and Internet writers/publisHaase

PEN of Freedom awaréionorary member: Independent Chinese PEN of arrest: Not known. Sentence: 10 years in prison respectively.
Expires: 2014Details of trial: Sentenced by Court No.1 in Chongqing,

LI Zhi western China, on 19 February 2004 to ten years in prison each for

D.o.b.: 14 November 1970. Profession: Internet writer and financial offiwriting and publishing respectively an online publication which

cial in the Dazhou municipal government, Sichuan Provibate of according to the court verdict “tarnished the image of the government by

arrest: 11 August 2003 Sentence: 8 years in prison Expires: 10 Augubtoadcasting fabricated stories of persecution suffered by cult members”.

2011Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested by Sichuan Province Statelhe newsletter alleged the ill treatment in prison of a fellow Falun Gong

Security Police for posting essays on an overseas website accusmgmber.

Sichuan officials of corruption and joining the Chinese Democracy Party

(CDP) through the Internet. Officially charged with ‘subverting stateAbdulghani MEMETEMIN

power’ on 3 September 200Betails of trial: Sentenced to eight years D.o.b.: 1964 Profession: Writer, teacher and translator from the

in prison and four-year deprivation of political rights on 10 DecembeXinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region (XUARRate of arrest: 26 July

2003 by the Dazhou Intermediate People’s Court. The court verdi2D02Sentence: 9 years’' imprisonmenExpires. 25 July 201 Details of

confirms that both Yahoo! Hong Kong Ltd and Sina Beijing suppliedrrest: Reported in August 2004 to have been detained since July 2002

evidence to the prosecution. His sentence was upheld on appeal on@6 charges of “sending secret state information out of the country”.

February 2004Place of detention: Sichuan No.3 Prison, Postbox 101, Reportedly arrested in Kashgar on 26 July 2002. Since 1999 Memetemin

Dazhu County, Sichuan Provinétonorary Member: Canadian and had provided information on a voluntary basis to the East Turkistan

Independent Chinese PEN Centre. Information Centre (ETIC), a Uighur rights and pro-independence group
run by exiled Uighurs in Germany and described by China as a terrorist
*LU Gensong group although the group is not known to have advocated violence.

Profession: Writer and human rights actividdate of arrest: 24 August  Details of trial: Convicted in June 2003 by the Kashgar Intermediate
2007Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested in Hangzhou City, Zhejiang People’s Court of “violating state secrets and sending them outside the
Province, on 24 August 2007, following the on-line publication of articountry”. Sentenced to nine years in prison. Charges against him are
cles critical of the authorities. His home was searched and his compubsslieved to have included translating state news articles into Chinese
and personal files were reportedly confiscated. Lu Gengsong wé&em Uighur, forwarding official speeches to the ETIC, which is banned
formally charged on 29 September 2007 with ‘inciting subversion oih China, and conducting reporting for the ETIC. Also accused of
state power’, a charge which is often used to silence dissidents. Trexruiting other reporters for the ETIC. Said to have been denied legal
initial charge of ‘illegal possession of state secrets’ has been droppedpresentation at his trial and to have been denied access to his wife and
Place of detention: Lu is held at the Xihu (West Lake) Detention Centrechildren since his arrest. Reportedly tortured in detentitonorary

in Hangzhou CityTreatment in prison: Reportedly held incommuni- member of: German and Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).
cado, although his wife has been permitted to visit fnefessional

details: Lu Gengsong, a history graduate from Zhejiang Universit§Ql Chonghuai

taught at the Zhejiang Higher Professional School of Public Securifyrofession: JournalistDate of arrest: 25 June 200Details of arrest:
before being expelled in 1993 because of his pro-democracy activitid®eportedly arrested from his home in Jinan, the capital province of
He went on to become a freelance writer, and has published seve&landong, eastern China, on 25 June 2007 following the publication of
books on political reform, including History of Chinese Community  an article alleging corruption in the Tengzhou Communist Party, which
Party Corrupt Officialsin 2000. Lu is known for his reporting on human was published in June 20070on Kiehuanet website. Freelance photog-
rights violations and his political commentaries published on theapher Ma Shiping was arrested on 16 June 2007 in connection with
Internet. He is also an active member of the banned China Democragulyotos published in the article, and after Qi Chonghuai’s public support

Paty (CDP). of Ma, the authorities reportedly sought to discredit Qi. He was initially
accused of ‘deception’ for allegedly misrepresenting himself as a jour-
LU Jianhua nalist, before being formally charged with ‘blackmail’ on 2 August 2007.

D.o.b: 03/07/1960.Profession: Research Professor at the ChineseHe was held incommunicado until his formal arrest. No evidence has
Academy of Social Sciences, Deputy Director of Public Policy Researdieen brought forward to support the charge, and he remains detained
and Executive Director of the China Development Strate@ste of without charge as of 31 December 2007, in violation of Chinese law. 85
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application for bail was refusedlace of detention: Held at the disclosed his sentencing on 16 February 2003, but the date of the court’s
Detention Center of Tengzhou City pending further investigationdecision is unknown. According to articles in the Urumgi local press Tao
Professional details: From 2004-6, journalist Qi Chonghuai worked for Haidong was arrested on suspicion of espionage after having posted arti-
various publications, including th&hangdong Zhoukan (Shandon cles on both Chinese and overseas websites predicting the collapse of
Weekly), theRenmin Gong’ an Bao (People’s Public Security News), and ~ China’s economy and criticising China’s leadd?®kace of detention:
the Zhongguo Angquan Shengchan Bao. In June 2006, he started work as Changji Prison, Changji City, Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region.
director of the newspap&azhi Zaobao (Legal System Morning News), Previous political imprisonment/problems: Tao Haidong previously
which ceased publishing in December 2006 and was reformed with itempleted three years of ‘Reform through Labour’ for editing a book
existing staff as thé&azhi Ribao (\Weekend edition of the Legal System  entitled 1maginings of a New Human Race! He was released in January
Daily). He has also worked as special correspondent with-dide 2001 and subsequently became active on the Internet, often without
Zhoubao (Legality Weekly) and thelizhe Guancha (Journalist Observer), using a pseudonynHonorary member: Independent Chinese PEN
and is known for his reporting on corruption and social injustice ifCentre (ICPC).
Shangdong province.

Tohti TUNYAZ (pen-name MUZART)
SHI Tao D.o.b.: 1 October 195%rofession: Ethnic Uighur historian and writer.
D.o.b: 25 July 1968Profession: Journalist and poet. Member of Dateof arrest: 1 April 1998Sentence: 11 years imprisonment and two
Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICHZ)te of Arrest: 24 November  years’ deprivation of political right&xpires: 31 March 200Details of
2004.Sentence: 10 years’ imprisonmenExpires. 25 November 2014 arrest: Reportedly first arrested on 6 February 1998 in Urumchi,
Details of Arrest: Arrested at his home in Taiyuan, Shanxi Province Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, whilst on a research trip. He was
northwest China, by police from Changsha National Security Bureagharged on 10 November 1998 with “inciting national disunity” and
southern China. They also confiscated his writings, computer and otHstealing state secrets for foreign persons” (later amended by the
personal belongings. According to Xinhua, the government run new&upreme Court to “illegally acquiring state secrets”). Tohti Tunyaz was
agency, he had been found guilty of posting online his notes based ostadying for a Ph.D. in Uighur history and ethnic relations at Tokyo
government document that was read out at an editorial meeting Ohiversity, Japan, at the time of his arrest, and the charges against him
Dangdai Shang Bao (Contemporary Trade News) in April 2004.Details  are believed to be linked to his research, and specifically a book allegedly
of Trial: Shi Tao was sentenced on 30 April 2005 to ten years’ imprisorpublished by Tohti in Japan in 1998 entititk |nside Sory of the Slk
ment and two-year deprivation of political rights for “revealing stateRoad, which according to the Chinese government advocates ethnic
secrets”. Information supplied by the Internet Service Provider Yahoaeparation. No such book appears to eXdstails of trial: He was
Inc. was used to convict him. The sentence was upheld on appeal ondhvicted on 10 March 1999 by the Urumgi Intermediate People’s Court
June 2005. He was not allowed to attend the appeal hearing, and &, following an appeal, sentenced by the Supreme Court on 15
mother has applied for a review of the appeal on procedural ground=bruary 2000 to five years’ imprisonment for ‘stealing state secrets’ and
Professional Details: Shi Tao has worked as a freelance journalist forseven years’ imprisonment for ‘inciting national disunity’, combined as
several newspapers including the Changsha-basedailydai Shang  eleven years’ imprisonment and two years’ deprivation of political rights.
Bao (Contemporary Trade News), which he left in May 2004 in order to Place of detention: Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region Prison No.3,
return to his home city of Taiyuan. He has also written a number of artyrumqi. Professional details: Tohti graduated from the history depart-
cles, including political commentaries, for online forums, in particulament of the Central Institute of Nationalities, Beijing, in 1984 and was
the overseas Chinese web $iten Zhu Lun Tan (Democracy Forum). He  assigned to work for the China National Standing Committee. During
has published several books of poetry. Recipient of the Committee tois time he reportedly formed a close relationship with former Xinjiang
Protect Journalists (CPJ) International Press Freedom AwardPi@0&. governors Seyfudin Eziz and Ismail Emet, and was involved in the trans-
of Detention: Deshan Prison, Postbox: 56-4, 415001 Changde Cityation of Eziz's works. He started studying for his Ph.D. at Tokyo
Hunan ProvinceHealth concerns: Since his transfer to Deshan Prison University in 1995, specialising in the history of Chinese policy toward
in June 2007, his living conditions and health have reportedly improvedhinority peoples in the 18 and 24" centuries. He was still completing
and he is no longer required to do hard physical lat@tiver informa- his studies at the time of his arrest. He has reportedly published several
tion: recipient of CPJ’s 2005 International Press Freedom Award, PENapers on Uighur history in Japan, and has published a book on Uighur
America’s 2006 Freedom to Write Award, WAN'’s 2007 Golden Pen ohistory in 1995 in BeijingOther information: Has a wife and children
Freedom.Honorary member of: Sidney, German, Canada, New in Japan. Tohti Tunyaz is from Bay County, Aksu prefecture, Xinjiang

Zealand, Swiss ltalian, American and USA PEN. Province, North West China. He adopted the name of the biggest river
‘Muzart’ in Bay County as his pen name. Recipient of 2002 PEN
TAO Haidong America/Barbara Goldsmith Freedom to Write Award. UN Working

D.o.b: 2 May 1957Profession: Internet writer and editoiDate of Group on Arbitrary Detention declared his detention as arbitrary on 17
arrest: 9 July 2002 Sentence: Seven years’ imprisonmerixpires: 8 May 2001.Honorary member of: English, Catalan, Japan, American,
July 2009.Details of arrest: Arrested from his home in Urumgi, Canadian and Independent Chinese PEN.

Xinjiang while in the process of posting articles on the InteDetiils

of trial: His trial began on 8 January 2003, and was conducted in secMANG Xiaoning

at the Urumqi People’s Court. He was found guilty of having poste®.o.b.: 7 January 195Brofession: Internet writer and dissideridate of
material on the Internet allegedly on a charge of “inciting subversion @frrest: 1 September 2003entence: 10 years in prisanExpires. 31

state power”, and was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment and thisegust 2012Details of arrest: Arrested on 1 September 2002 and
year deprivation of political rights. The Official People’s Court Dailycharged on 30 September 2002 with subversion for articles published on-



line between 2000 and 20(2etails of trial: Sentenced to ten years in announcedHealth concerns: All four men are reported to be in ill
prison and two-year deprivation of political rights on 25 July 2003 by thiealth. JIN Haike reportedly had abdominal surgery on 20 November
Beijing Municipal First Intermediary People’s Court. Thought to be2007, but is reported to be still suffering abdominal pain and so has been
specifically charged for articles published in the on-line journalseturned to hospital for further examination. YANG Zzhili has been
Democratic Reform Free Forum and Current Political Commentary reportedly in ill health since May 2007 but has not yet received any
between 2000 and 2002. The journals reportedly included articles writtemedical care. ZHANG Honghai and XU Wei are also reported to be in
by Wang under his real name and pen name advocating democratihealth and to be ill treated in priso@ther information: Xu Wei has
reform and criticising the authorities. The journals were reportedlpeen awarded one of the 2003 Canadian Journalists for Free Expression
distributed by email through Yahoo! groups that Wang establishe@CJFE) International Press Freedom Awatdsnorary member of:
anonymously in mainland China and Hong Kong. Wang published hishanaian and Independent Chinese PEN.

articles on a number of web sites in China and overseas. Wang was also

accused of advocating the establishment of the ‘China Third Road Par¥U Zerong

and communicating by email with the leader of the China SocidD.o.b.: 14 January 195Profession: Research professor at Zhongshan
Democratic Party, which is banned in ChiRkace of detention: Beijing University, GuangzhouDate of arrest: 24 June 200®entence: 13

No 2 Prison, Chaoyang District, Beijing Cifyreatment in prison: years’ imprisonmenExpires: 23 June 201B®etails of arrest: Arrested

Reportedly tortured. in the city of Guangzhou, south China, and formally charged on 29 July
2000 in connection with “the illegal publication of books and periodi-
WU Yilong cals...since 1993". According to official sources, Xu had confessed to his

D.o.b.: 1 May 1964Profession: Internet writer and China Democratic crimes.Details of trial: Sentenced on 20 December 2001 by Shenzhen
Paty (CDP) activist.Date of arrest: June 199%entence: 11 years’ Intermediate Court to ten years’ imprisonment for leaking state secrets
imprisonment.Expires: 14 September 2010 respectiveDetails of and five years’ imprisonment for illegal business activities, combined as
arrest: Arrested with fellow activists Mao Qingxiang, Xu Guang and13 years in prison. It appears that the first set of charges relate to his use
Zhu Yufu (released on 14 September 2007, 14 September 2004 andaf4locuments concerning Chinese military operations in the Korean War
September 2006 on expiry of sentence, respectively) for circulating pr@t950-53), gathered in the course of his research; the second set of
democracy articles on the Internet and for their work with the magazirgharges are thought to relate to the allegedly illegal publication of books
Zai Yedang (Opposition Party). The CDP, founded in 1998, is an under-and periodicals and the sale of book authorisation numbers since 1993.
ground opposition partyetails of trial: Sentenced by the Hangzhou The Guangdong Province Higher People’s Court upheld Xu’s conviction
Intermediate Court in Zhejiang Province, eastern China, on chargesaif appeal in late December 20@2ace of detention: Moved to Xichun
subversion on 9 November 1999. His sentence was upheld on appeaRsison, Guangzhou City, Guangdong Province. Said to be held in the
13 December 200®lace of detention: Zhejiang No. 1 Prison and No. 4 section of the prison reserved for elderly and sick prisofieestment
Prison, Hangzhou City, Zhejiang Province, respectivelgnorary in prison: International attention is said to have resulted in better treat-

member: Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC). ment by prison authorities, including the transfer to a prison with more
modern facilitiesHealth concerns: Believed to suffer from high blood
XU Wei, JIN Haike, Yang Zili, and ZHANG Honghai pressure and other serious health conditions although no further details

Profession: Reporter forXiaofei Ribao (Consumer Daily), geologist and have been discloseBrofessional details: Xu's research specialised in
writer, writer and computer engineer, and freelance writer respectivelZhinese Communist Party history, military history and China’s relations
Date of arrest: 13 March 2001Sentence: Xu Wei and Jin Haike were with Southeast Asia. He received his doctorate from St. Anthony’s
sentenced to ten years in prison, and Yang Zili and Zhang Honghai @ollege, Oxford University, in 1999. His doctoral thesis covered Chinese
eight yearsExpires: 12 March 2011 (Xu Wei and Jin Haike) and 12 military intervention into the Korean War. In the 1980’s, Xu moved to
March 2009 (Yang Zili and Zhang Honghai) respectivBgtails of Hong Kong where he gained permanent residency. Whilst there he
arrest: Arrested on 13 March 2001 and charged with ‘subversion’ as @eportedly set up a publishing house and was active in publishing the
result of their participation in the ‘Xin Qingnian Xuehui’ (New Youth journal Chinese Social Sciences Quarterly. He was also reportedly an
Study Group), an informal gathering of individuals concerned with politassistant researcher for the official Xinhua News Agency. At the time of
ical and economic inequalities who used the internet to circulate relevams arrest, Xu held the positions of Associate Research Professor at the
articles. Details of trial: On 28 September 2001, the Beijing Inter- Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (Zhongshan University, Guangzhou)
mediate Court initiated legal proceedings against the four focusing @md Affiliated Professor of the Provincial Guangzhou Academy of Social
two essays circulated on the internet entitled ‘Be a new citizen, refor@ciencesHonorary member of: Ghanaian and Independent Chinese
China’ and ‘What’s to be done’, which allegedly demonstrated th®EN Centre (ICPC).

groups’ intention to “overthrow the Chinese Communist Party’s leader-

ship and the socialist system and subvert the regime of the peopl¥AN Zhengxue

democratic dictatorship”. No verdict was announced at the time, aridlo.b.: 1944Profession: Dissident writer and painteDate of arrest:
proceedings against the four writers re-commenced on 21 April 20038 October 200®etails of arrest: According to PEN’s information,
Lawyers for the four men argue that the failure to issue a verdict in theriter and painter Yan Zhengxue was arrested on 18 October 2006 after
case violates China’s Criminal Procedure Law, which stipulates thatpolice raided his home in Jiaojiang, Zhejiang Province. They also report-
court must pronounce judgement within six weeks of accepting a casally raided his wife’s home in Beijing, and took away computer equip-
On 28 May 2003 Xu Wei and Jin Haike were sentenced to ten yearsnment from both residences. Officially charged on 15 November 2006
prison, and Yang Zili and Zhang Honghai to eight years. Their appeulith subversion in connection with his writings and dissident activities.
was reportedly heard on 3 November 2003, but no verdict has beBetails of trial: Convicted of ‘inciting subversion of state power’ on 1337
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April 2007 for his critical writings published on-line on overseasJanuary 20050ther information: Recipient of Independent Chinese
websitesTreatment in detention: He is held incommunicado without PEN Centre’s 2006 Writer in Prison Awatdonorary Member of: PEN
family visits.Professional details: Yan Zhengxue is a well known artist Canada, Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).

and author of several books. His paintings have been exhibited both in

China and abroadPrevious poalitical imprisonment/problems: He has  Nurehamet YASIN and Korash HUSEYIN

been briefly detained on numerous occasions for his dissident activiti€»,0.b.: 6 March 1974 and 1970 respectiveBr.ofession: Freelance
and was administratively sentenced to two years ‘re-education throughighur writer and editor of the Uighur-language Kashgar Literary
labour’ in April 1994. He is also known for bringing a lawsuit against theJournal respectivelyDate of arrest: Yasin - 29 November 2004,
authorities after claiming torture in custody on 2 July 1993 by threkluseyin — not knownSentence: 10 years and 3 years in prison respec-

policemen at the Haidian district police station in Beijing. tively. Expires: 30 November 2014 and 2008 respectivElgtails of
arrest: Nurmehamet Yasin was arrested in Kashgar on 29 November
YANG Maodong (aka Guo Feixiong) 2004 for the publication of his short stafyld Pigeon (Yawa Kepter),

D.o.b.: 1966.Profession: Dissident writer, independent publisher and which was first published in the bi-monthly Uighur-language Kashgar
civil rights activist.Date of arrest: 14 September 2006&entence: 5 Literature Journal, issue No. 5, November 2004. Authorities also confis-
years in prison.Expires: 13 September 201Details of arrest: cated Yasin’s personal computer containing an estimated 1,600 poems,
Reportedly detained on 14 September 2006 when according to his witmmmentaries, stories, and one unfinished novel. PEN first learned of this
police officers searched their home in Guangzhou City, Guangdorgse in September 2005. Yasin’s story was widely circulated and recom-
Province, Southern China, and took away Yang’s computers, cell phommegnded for one of the biggest Uighur literary websites in the Uighur
books, manuscripts and other documents. The following day Yang wasitonomous Region for outstanding literary award. It also attracted the
reportedly charged with illegal business practices for allegedlgttention of the Chinese authorities, who apparently consider the fable to
publishing and selling 20,000 books using false ISBNs (internationdle a tacit criticism of their government in the Xinjiang Uighur
standard book numbei)etails of trial: Convicted of ‘illegal business Autonomous Region. There are no details about Huseyin’s dbetails
activity’and sentenced to five years in prison by the Tianhe District Couof trial: After a closed trial in February 2005 at which he was not
in the southern city of Guangzhou on 14 November 2007. He has decidegfmitted a lawyer, Yasin was sentenced by the Maralbesh Country court
not to appeal his sentené®ace of detention: Meizhou Prison, Meizhou to 10 years in prison for “inciting Uighur separatism” in his budkd

City, Guangdong Province, southern Chilaeatment in detention: Pigeon (Yawa Kepter). The Kashgar Intermediate Court upheld his
There are reports that he is being ill treated in detentibealth sentence on appeal, and Yasin was transferred on 19 May 2005 to
concerns: His condition is said to be deteriorating, and he has stagedrumchi No. 1 Jail, where he remains detained. PEN learned in
hunger strike in protest at his treatment in prid@revious political November 2005 that Huseyin had been sentenced by a Kashgar court to
imprisonment/problems: Yang Maodong is known for his critical writ- three years for publishing the story, WiPC seeking further details of his
ings and civil rights activism. He was previously detained on 1Zrial and chargeslace of detention: Yasin - Urumchi No.1 Jail. It is not
September 2005 and held without charge until December 2005 for Hieown where Huseyin is heldreatment in prison: Yasin has been
involvement in and reporting of an anti-corruption campaign by villagerpermitted no visitors since his arresProfessional details:

in Taishi Village, Guangdong Province. Yang has since been subjectfurmuhemmet Yasin is an award-winning and prolific freelance Uighur
repeated harassment by the authoritiofessional details: Yang  writer. He has published many highly acclaimed literary works and prose
Maodong is a writer and independent publisher, and his writings inclugeems in recent years, including the poetry collectibiist Love,

two novels and one collection of short stories. He has also publish€ying from the Heart, andCome on Children. He is said to be a mature

many essays, poems and articles. writer with an established literary credential among Uighur readers. He is
married with two young sons. Korash Huseyin is married with three chil-
YANG Tongyan (aka Yang Tianshui) dren. Wild Pigeon was translated from the Uighur into English and

D.o.b.: 12 April 1961 Profession: Dissident writer and member of ChineseHonorary member of: American, English and Independent
Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICHQ3)te of arrest: 23 December Chinese PEN Centre (ICPC).

2005Sentence: 12 years in priso&xpires. 22 December 201Details of

arrest: Reportedly detained without a warrant on 23 December 2005 MU Huafeng

Nanjing. Yang was held incommunicado at Dantu Detention Centre iRrofession: Deputy-editor-in-chief and general manager of the
Zhenjiang, Jiangsu Province, without access to his family until his trialGuangzhou-based daiNanfang Dushi Bao (Southern Metropolis News.
Detailsof trial: Convicted of subversion for posting anti-government arti-Date of arrest: 14 January 2008entence: 12 years in prison, reduced
cles on the Internet, organizing branches of the (outlawed) Chiran appeal to eight years. His sentence has reportedly been twice
Democracy Party and accepting illegal funds from overseas. Sentenceddmymmuted by a total of 2 years and 8 montbeires: 8 May 2009

the Zhenjiang intermediate court in eastern China’s Jiangsu province abDatails of arrest: Arrested for alleged financial irregularities. Accused
three-hour trial on 16 May 2006. Yang Tongyan is known for his criticabf embezzling 580,000 yuan (US$97,000) and distributing it to members
writings published on dissident news websites such as Boxun.com aafithe newspaper’s editorial committee. He maintains that the money in
Epoch TimesHealth concerns: Diabetes, reportedly worsening in prison. question was acquired legally as staff bonuses. It is said that the evidence
Place of detention: Nanjing Prison, Ningshuang Road 9, Box 1215-12,presented in court did not support the charges, and it is widely believed
Nanjing City, Jiangsu ProvincBrevious political imprisonment/prob-  that his imprisonment is part of a targeted campaign to silence the news-
lems: He spent a decade in prison from 1990 to 2000 on “counter-revolpaper, which is known for its aggressive reporting on social issues and
tion” charges for his involvement in the 1989 pro-democracy protests. Hxficial corruption. WiPC has re-opened this case in the light of the
was also previously held incommunicado from 24 December 2004 - Z&ntence reductions.



ZHANG Jianhong (aka Li Hong) nervous system. Prison medical facilities are said to be inadequate to
D.o.b.: 2 June 1958Profession: Prominent writerDate of arrest: 6  treat his condition.Previous political imprisonment/problems:
September 2006Sentence: 6 years in prisonExpires: 5 September Previously detained from 1989-91, when he was sentenced to two years
2012Details of arrest: According to his wife, more than 20 police offi- in prison for his involvement in the pro-democracy protests, and again
cers raided his home in Ningbo City, Zhejiang Province, Eastern Chinftom 1994-97 when he received a three-year sentence for campaigning
His computers were seized and his wife interrogated. On 12 Octobkar workers’ rights. After his release in 1997 he settled in the U.S. but
2006 Zhang was formally charged with ‘incitement to subversion of stateas re-arrested in 1998 when he re-entered China illegally, and was
power’ for his critical articles published online on overseas websitesentenced to three years’ RTL. Since his release in 2001 he has been
Details of trial: Sentenced on 19 March 2007 to six years in prison fosubject to constant surveillance and harassment, and has reportedly had
writing articles criticising the government. The High People’s Court ofo rely on publishing articles overseas to support himself and his family.
Zhejiang Province upheld the sentence on 21 May 2BGice of

detention: Transferred on 20 September 2007 to Qiaosi prison, in thZHENG Yichun

eastern province of Zhejiangealth concerns: Zhang was diagnosed in  D.o.b.: 27 January 195Brofession: Poet, professor and freelance jour-
May 2007 with a form of muscular dystrophy, but did not receive anpalist Date of arrest: 3 December 200&entence: 7 years in prison
treatment until 20 October 2007, when he was transferred from QiadSkpires. 19 December 201Details of arrest: Zheng Yichun was
Prison to the Zhejiang Prison General Hospital. His condition is said ttetained on 3 December 2004 and on 20 December 2004 arrested on a
have worsened considerably as a result of prolonged lack of mediadiarge in connection with sixty-three articles he had written for foreign-
care. Repeated applications for medical parole have not been considetsased publications and websiteBetails of trial: The Yingkou
Previous political imprisonment/ problems: He was imprisoned from Intermediate People’s Court, Liaonin Province, northeast China
1989-1991 for his pro-democracy activities. In August 2005 he foundezbnvicted Zheng Yichun, on 21 July 2005 of ‘incitement to subversion of
the literary website Aiginhai.org (http://www.aiginhai.org/), of which hestate power’ for his critical writings, many of which were posted on-line
was editor-in-chief, which was banned by the authorities in March 2006n overseas web-sites. He was sentenced on 20 September 2005 to 7
Professional details: Zhang Jianhong is a leading writer in the regionyears imprisonment and 3 years deprivation of political rights, and his
and is known for his dissident activities and prolific writings. He is also appeal was rejected on 22 December 260&ce of detention: Jinzhou

regular contributor to the overseas Chinese sites Boxun Prison, Jinzhou City, Liaoning Provincélealth concerns: Zheng
(http://www.boxun.com) and The Epoch Times Yichun is a diabeticProfessional details: A member of the Korean
(http://www.dajiyuan.com). minority. Has published eight collections of poetry and nearly 200 essays
and political articles. Publications to have recently carried his articles
ZHANG Lin includeDa Ji Yuan (Epoch Times) and websites such &sxun andMin

D.o.b.: 2 June 1963Profession: Dissident writer, pro-democracy advo- Zhu Lun Tan (Democracy Forum), all of them based abroad. Before his
cate and member of Independent Chinese PEN Centre (ICRt®)of arrest, Zheng was also an English professor at the University of
arrest: 27 January 200%entence: 5 years in prisoreExpires. 12 Liaoning. Honorary member of: PEN Canada, PEN Flanders and
February 201Metailsof arrest: Arrested on 27 January 2005 at Bangbulndependent Chinese PEN.

City railway station in Anhui Province. On 13 February 2005, shortly

before he was due to be released, he was charged with “suspicionS71tenced, suspended

endangering national security”. According to the official indictmeniGAO Zhisheng

issued by the Bengbu authorities on 23 May 2005, Zhang Lin wd3.0.b.: 20 April 1964 Profession: Human rights lawyer and civil
arrested because of a number of ‘subversive’ articles he had written aactivist. Date of arrest: 15 August 2006entence: 3 years in prison,
subsequently posted on the Internet between August 2003 and Janusugpended for five year8xpires: 14 August 2011Details of arrest:

2005. The lyrics of a punk rock song by the popular Chinese groupeportedly detained by Beijing police on 15 August 2006 when visiting
Pangu, which he quoted in an essay entitled ‘Pangu — The Hysteridak sister in Dongying city, Shandong province. On 21 September 2006
Ravings of the Chinese People’, are said to form part of the evidenbe was formally charged with ‘suspicion of inciting subversion of state
against him. The stanzas, which he reportedly quoted, are translatecoaser’. Held in Beijing until his release on 22 December 2006. His arrest
follows: ‘The Yellow River Should run dry, this society should collapsewas connected to his critical writings posted onlDetails of trial: Gao

this system should be destroyed, this race should become extinct, thisisheng was sentenced on 22 December 2006 to 3 years in prison,
country should perishDetails of trial: Zhang Lin was convicted of suspended for five years, and 1 years’ deprivation of political rights.
‘incitement to subversion’ by the Anhui Intermediate People’s Court oAccording to an official statement, Gao was accused of posting 9 “sedi-
28 July 2005 and sentenced to five years in prison and four-year depriti@us articles” and conducting 10 interviews with overseas media, which
tion of political rights. The verdict was not formally announced, even tdefamed China’s central government and amounted to agitation aimed at
his lawyer, until 2 August 2005, significantly reducing Zhang Lin’soverthrow. The statement said the court had showed leniency in the form
opportunity to appeal his conviction. His appeal was rejected on I& a five-year reprieve as Gao “voluntarily reported other people’s
September 2005 without a heariijjace of detention: Nanjiao Prison, offences and provided important clues to crack other caBea/fous

Hefei City, Anhui ProvinceTreatment in detention: Since his impris-  political problems/imprisonment: In late 2005, the operations of his
onment Zhang Lin has reportedly suffered harsh treatment, includingw firm, the Shengzhi Law Office, were suspended and his licence to
long hours of forced labour, restricted access to correspondence with pigctice law was revoked after he published an open letter calling for reli-
wife, and denial of access to news and writing materidisalth gious freedom and an end to the ‘barbaric’ persecution of the banned
concerns: Said to be very weak. Reported in May 2006 to require urgergpiritual organisation Falun Gong.

hospital treatment for a slipped cervical disc that is affecting his central 39
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L LI Yuanlong: Journalist with the dailyBijie Ribao. Arrested on 9
Investigation September 2005 and sentenced to two years in prison on charges of
Ablikim ABDIRIYIM: Political activist. Sentenced to nine years in‘inciting subversion of state authority’ for articles he posted online.
prison on 17 April 2007, on charges of ‘posting secessionist articld?eleased on 14 September 2007 on completion of his sentence.
online’. Abdiriyim is the son of a renowned activist and belongs to th#1 AO Qingxiang: Internet writer and China Democratic Party (CDP)
ethnic minority group, the Uighur. He was reportedly charged with tryingctivist. Arrested in June 1999 with fellow activist Wu Yilong (see ‘main
to post two articles online, that he had downloaded on the Internetase’ above) and sentenced to 8 years in prison on charges of subversior
According to the verdict, ‘these articles distorted China’ human righten 9 November 1999 for circulating pro-democracy articles on the
and ethnic policies’. He was arrested in June 2006 and he is being héiternet and for their work with the magazifia Yedang (Opposition
incommunicado. WiPC seeking further info. Party). Released on 14 September 2007 on expiry of sentence.

*HE Weihua: Internet writer. Reportedly detained since early AugusZHAO Yan: Journalist at the Beijing bureau of tNew York Times and
2007 in a psychiatric hospital in the central province of Hunan. Thirmer reporter foChina Reform magazine. Arrested on 17 September
Public Security Bureau reportedly summoned him in July 2007 after 2004 and sentenced to three years in prison for ‘providing state secrets to
published an article critical of price increases for meat and of th®reigners’. He was charged for an article published inN@e York
Communist Party’s internal alleged corruption. His home was also raiddimes on 7 September 2004 revealing Jiang Zemin'’s retirement from the
and his computer seized in June by security officials who reportedposition of Chairman of the Central Military Commission and the
warned him not to write on human rights. WiPC seeking further info.  transfer of leadership to President Hu Jintao. Although the charges

*OUYANG Xiaorong: Poet and writer from Tengchong in Yunnan against Zhao were dropped in March 2006, they were reinstated in May
province, southwest China. Reportedly arrested from his home withou2806 when he was convicted of defrauding an official. He was released
warrant on 27 September 2007. It is thought he may have been detair@dl5 September 2007, after completing his three-year sentence.
for articles he had written and posted on-line. WiPC seeking an updateZHAO Changging: Leading Xi'an-based dissident. Arrested on 7

) November 2002 and sentenced to 5 years in prison for inciting subver-
Facing charges sion of state power for his pro-democracy activities and dissident writ-

*WANG Degjia (aka Jing Chu): Dissident writer. According to PEN's infor- ings. Released on 27 November 2007 on expiry of sentence.
mation, Guangxi-based dissident writer Wang Dejia was arrested from his
home in Guilin, in China’s southern Guangxi Province, on 13 Decembérase closed
2007 and taken to the Quanzhou Chengbei police Station, where he V@3N Lin (pen name Jie Mu): Reporter forBoxun News. Reportedly
detained on suspicion of ‘inciting subversion of state power’. His familyarrested on 30 May 2007 along with his wife, on charges of ‘illegally
believe his detention is directly related to his articles published on-line grossessing weapons and heading a criminal gang’. Some sources sugges
the Minzhu Luntan website (Democracy Forum, http://asiademo.orgjhat his arrest is linked to his professional activities. Sun has in the past
including ‘lllegal Possession of State Secrets — an important Chinesiecumented police harassment. Case closed for lack of further informa-
Communist Party Invention that Persecutes Prisoners of Consciencegn.

‘Handcuffed Olympics Will Bring Only Disasters to the People’, and 'YiZHU Wanxiang, WU Zhengyou and WANG Xianyong (aka Pan
Yuanlong Jailed for Two Years for Four Articles; How Many Will | be Chunlei): Editors and journalist respectively with the magazine
Jailed For?’ His wife also reports that in October 2007 he met with U.Zhonghua Xin Qingnian (New China Youth). Arrested on 20 August
Embassy officials to discuss human rights in China, which may have bee2@05 and sentenced on 17 January 2006 to ten, six and one year in prisor
cause for his arrest. Wang Dejia was freed on bail on 12 January 2008, bespectively for “illegal commercial activity, fraud and extortion”. The
still faces charges for up to a year. His release is said to be conditional dmarges are said to relate their reporting on clashes in Lishui in May 2005
him not writing anything critical of the authorities or ‘subversive’. involving peasants who were protesting against the confiscation of their

. ) land. The peasants reportedly gave the newspaper 30,000 yuan (3,000

Brief Detention euros) in thanks for writing about their demands. The prosecutor alleges

*L1 Jianhong (f) and Liao Yiwu: Shanghai-based writer and activist, andthat the magazine had extorted the money. The journalists are appealing
Chengdu-based poet respectively. Both members of Independent Chindar sentences. Case closed for lack of further information.

PEN Centre (ICPC). Reportedly placed under house arrest on 14

December 2007 and 21 December respectively prior to an awards dinff| BET AUTONOMOUS REGION
hosted by ICPC in Beijing at which they were to be honoured. Both were .

released on 23 December 2007 after the event was cancelled. Main cases

*L1U Di, LIU Junning, JIANG Qisheng and CHEN Ziming: Leading  Tashi GYALTSEN and Jampel GYATSO:
dissident writers. Reportedly placed under house arrest on 2 Novemiizp.b.: 1964 and 1979 respectiveBrofession: Monks from the Drakar
2007 on the eve of a memorial service for pro-democracy activist Balmezong monastery in Qinghai province, northwestern Clibaée of
Zhunxin. All were released by 4 November 2007. arrest: 16 January 2005entence: Tashi Gyaltsen and Jampel Gyatso

were reportedly administratively sentenced to three years ‘re-education

Released through labour’ (RTL)Expires: 15 January 200&Details of arrest:

CAl Zhuohua: Independent publisher, managedizi Culture & Art  Arrested in their rooms at the Drakar Trezong monastery in Qinghai

Company and pastor of a house church. Arrested on 20 October 2004 aptbvince, northwestern China. They were allegedly detained for

sentenced to 3 years in prison on charges of ‘illegal business practicesiblishing a journal called ‘The Charm of Sun and Moon’ which

for printing bibles and other Christian books. Released on expiry afontained poems and writings of a political nature. The magazine was
sentence. published in mid to late 2004#lace of detention: Said to be held in



Topa Re-education Through Labour Camp at Huangzhong Dzong, n&007 in Amdo Golak while on his way to a religious festival, and held for
Xining in Qinghai province, northwestern ChifRrofessional details: five days in various police stations and beaten by officers. He also claims
Tashi Gyaltsen is said to have edited this and other magazines at théave been tortured whilst in police custody. He has since been living
monastery, and to have written ‘The Past and Present History of hiding in rural TibetProfessional details: Ven.Richen Sangpo has
Tredzong Monastery’ and other articles. Jampel Gyatso co-edited theen known to the Chinese authorities since 2004, when hisNeork
magazine. Lobsang Dhargay, Tsultrim Phelgay, and Toesam ZangdenRatreating Path was recalled shortly after publication by the Chinese

vice-edited the magaziriéonorary Members: English PEN Authorities as it was deemed to be political. Ven.Rinchen Sangpo is
editor of the periodical ‘Tune of Shachi River’, and is known for his
Dawa GYALTSEN poetry, short stories and articles published in various literary magazines

D.o.b.: 1969. Profession: Buddhist monk.Date of arrest: November  and newspapers in Tibet. One of his most recent manuscripts is said to
1995 Sentence: 18 years imprisonment.Expires: November 2013 have been turned down for publication by Sambhoda publishing house.
Details of arrest: Arrested for writing pro-independence pamphletsHonorary Member of: German and Ghanaian PEN.

which were posted in April 1995 as part of a widespread protest against, )

the Chinese authorities. The pamphlets reportedly contained a bridfief detention

history of Tibet as an independent nation and pro-independence slogaialsang Gyam TSO: Editor of the magazin@nkyi Methok (Flower of
Details of trial: In May 1996, Nagchu Prefecture Intermediate People’'€loud). Reportedly arrested on 6 November 2007 in Xiahe. Thought to
Court sentenced Gyalsten to eighteen years’ imprisonment on chargesiafe been detained for his involvement in a pro-independence rally
carrying out “counter-revolutionary propaganda”. His brother Nyimawhich took place in Xiahe on 8 August 2007, and for his publication.
Gyaltsen was sentenced to thirteen years’ imprisonment for leading tReportedly freed, date not known.

protest. Three other monks co-accused with the Gyaltsen brothers were

sentenced to lesser terms ranging from two-six years for their participgeleased

tion in the protest, and have now been freed on expiry of their sentenc¥sn NGAWANG Phulchung: Senior monk from Drepung monastery
The case was not known to PEN until July 20Pkace of detention: near Lhasa. Arrested on 16 April 1989 and sentenced to 19 years in
Tibet Autonomous Region Prison (formerly Drapchi Prison), Lhasaprison plus nine years’ deprivation of political rights, reduced by six
Treatment in prison: Said to have been severely tortured whilst undemonths on 22 September 2005. Sentenced for producing political leaflets

interrogation. which ‘venomously slandered the people’s democratic dictatorship’ and
for ‘spying for the enemy’. Singled out as the leader of a group of monks
Dolma KYAB who were secretly producing literature critical of the Chinese govern-

Profession: Writer and teacherDate of arrest: 9 March 2005. ment. Released on expiry of sentence on 21 October 2007. Said to have
Sentence: Ten and a half years in prisoBxpires. 8 October 2015. returned home to his family and to be in a frail physical condition.

Details of arrest: Dolma Kyab was reportedly arrested in the city of

Lhasa for allegedly endangering state security in his book. The chargf;N D | A

against Dolma Kyab appear to be based on his unpublishedShook )

dong de Ximalayasha (The Restless Himalayas). In another book, Dolma Main case/death threats

Kyab reportedly gives sensitive information on issues such as the |[0@aslima Nasrin (f)

tion and number of Chinese military camps in Tibet. Following his preProfession: Bangladeshi feminist writer Details of threat:

trial detention at the TAR Public Security Bureau Detention Centre, algoontroversial Bangladeshi feminist writer Taslima Nasrin is currently in
known as the ‘Seitru’, Dolma Kyab reportedly contracted tuberculosia government safe house in Delhi after violent protests broke out by
and was transferred to Chushul Prison in March 2006 after receiviiduslim extremists in Kolkata, West Bengal, on 21 November 2007,
medical treatment for his conditioBetails of trial: Dolma Kyab was where Ms Nasrin is now living in exile. Ms Nasrin had flown from
charged with ‘espionage’ and ‘illegal border crossing’. His trial wasCalcutta to the western Indian city of Jaipur on 22 November, but she has
conducted in secrecllace of Detention: Transferred to Xi'ning Prison, now been transported to the Indian capital, Delhi, for her safety.
Qinghai Province, northth-western China on 19 July 208&alth According to reports, police in Kolkata used tear gas and baton charges
concerns. Said to be in very poor health and has to do hard labouto control crowds calling for her Indian visa to be cancelled. Rioters

Honorary member of: English PEN and German PEN. blocked roads and set cars alight, and at least 43 people were hurt. More
o than 100 arrests were made. The protests are believed to have been

In Hiding organised by the predominantly Muslim All-India Minority Forum, who

Ven.Richen SANGPO: say that Taslima Nasrin has “seriously hurt Muslim sentiments” in her

D.o.b.: 1974 Profession: Tibetan monk and writeDetails of harass- writings and are calling for her Indian visa to be revoked. In August this
ment: Reportedly subject to harassment and ill treatment by the authosiear, she was attacked in the southern city of Hyderabad during a lecture
ties since August 2006, when he was released from one monttdy Muslims upset by her remarks on the Prophet Muhammed and the
detention without charge. He was first arrested on or around 19 July 20R6ran.Previous political imprisonment/problems: Novelist, poet and

and held without charge for a month, apparently for his critical writinggournalist Taslima Nasrin was publicly condemned to death in
Although no charges have been brought against Ven.Rinchen Sangpd@aingladesh for ‘blasphemy’ and a reward given for her execution on 16
is thought he is targeted for his critical writings, most recently tw@Geptember 1993 by members of an armed militant Muslim group, due to
unpublished works entitlethe Story of Blood andThe Sory of Lhasa. her novelLajja (Shame). Instead of condemning the calls for Nasrin’s
He has since been subject to movement restrictions and repeated harassder, the Bangladesh authorities charged Nasrin, on 4 June 1994, with
ment by the authorities. He was reportedly arrested again on 4 Apfdeliberate and malicious intention of hurting the religious sentiment4'
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for an interview given to an Indian newspaper. Nasrin fled to Europe on

10 August 1994 and has since lived abroad. Her trial started in Dhaka e#se closed

10 December 1994 in absentia, and has remained pending hearing Risang Bima WIJAYA: Former general manager and editor-in-chief of
several years. Her latest novels continue to be banned by the Bangladé¥idar Yoga newspaper. Sentenced to six months in prison on 11 May
authorities on the strength of their allegedly ‘anti-Islamic’ content. Mor@007 for violating Article 310 of the Indonesian Criminal Code by
than ten years since she fled Bangladesh, Nasrin still cannot retditmelling the executive director of another newspaper. The Supreme Court
without fear for her security, and for the past three years she has livedupheld the verdict against Wijaya handed down by the District Court of
Kolkata, West Bengal, and has applied for Indian citizenship. Her curreSteman on 22 December 2004, but reduced the prison term by three
visa reportedly expires in March 2008ionorary member of: months. Wijaya is seeking a retrial and now works for Jea Pos
Canadian, USA, American, French, Swedish, Swiss German, Englisimewspaper. He remains free but the authorities are reportedly seeking his
Austrian and Turkish PEN. arrest. Case closed for lack of further information.

Sentenced: free on bail M A LAYS I A

*SK AKHTAR, Irfaan KHAN, Vitusha OBEROI and M .K TAYAL: .
Publisher, cartoonist and editors respectively ofMinéday newspaper.  Facing charges
Sentenced to four months in prison on 21 September 2007 on chargesSedven GAN: Editor-in-Chief of the web-based daifyal aysiakini.com.
‘contempt of court’. The sentence comes after the newspaper for whi&eportedly facing libel charges in a case brought by a high-ranking
all four men work published a series of investigative reports and minister against him, his news site and two other news sites in April
cartoon criticising the rulings of a former Supreme Court judge whicR007. Gan’s website Malaysiakini.com reportedly published a series of
benefited his sons. The sentence was appealed and a final decision wilalieles between 6 and 14 April 2007, that alleged corruption on the part
made in January 2008. WiPC seeking an update. of the government ministeWiPC is seeking an update.

Case closed Brief detention

Abdul ROUF: Editor of theSrinagar News. Abdul Rouf was reportedly *Raja Petra KAMARUDIN: Writer for the Malaysia Today news
arrested with his wife Zeenat on 21 November 2006 for allegedly shelebsite. Reportedly detained at the Dang Wangi Stadium police station
tering armed separatists. On 9 December 2006, a judge ordered trethe morning of 25 July 2007 in response to a police complaint filed by
release on bail of Zeenat Rouf but police have refused to release her. Ithis ruling political party. Kamarudin was released the same day. It is not
believed that the authorities are holding them under a weapons law. Télear if charges have been brought against him.

couple’s family denies the accusations. The authorities are refusing Xathaniel TAN: Internet writer. Reportedly arrested at his office on 13
give any information about the reasons for their detention. Case closédly 2007 following some of his comments posted on his web log that

for lack of further information. pointed to a corrupt internal security system in the country. Tan was
released on 17 July 2007. He is reportedly still facing charges of
INDONESIA ‘possessing official secrets’ under Section 8 of the Official Secrets Act

o and if found guilty, Tan could face up to seven years’ imprisonment.

Investigation
*Risang Bima WIJAYA: Former general manager of the daRpdar ~ Case closed

Yogya. Arrested without a warrant on 9 December 2007, apparently iirene FERNANDEZ (f): Director of Tenaganita, a women'’s rights orga-
connection with a previous conviction. He was convicted of defamationization. Arrested on 18 March 1996 and charged with “false reporting”
on 22 December 2004 and sentenced to nine months in prison, reducedrder Section 8a of the 1984 Printing Presses and Publications Act for a
six months on appeal. He had been in hiding since his appeals to tleport she issued in July 1995 entitled “Abuse, Torture and Dehumanised
Yogyarta High Court and the Supreme Court were rejected. He waseatment of Migrant Workers at Detention Camps”. On 16 October
sentenced for an article published in May 2002 in which he alleged tha®003 Fernandez was convicted of ‘maliciously publishing false news’
an executive director of another Yogyakarta daily had sexually harassedred sentenced to 12 months in prison by Kuala Lumpa magistrate’s
female employeee. His report was said to be based on a police report andrt. Her trial is the longest trial in Malaysian legal history, and she
a press conference by the victim. WiPC seeking further details amdmains free on bail pending appeal. Case closed, thought unlikely to be
checking whether still detained. detained.

Facing charges M ALD IVES

*Bersihar LUBIS: Journalist for the dailiKoran Tempo. A case against i

him opened on 19 September 2007 for allegedly insulting the Attorndyee on medical leave

General's Office (AGO). He is being tried under articles 207 and 316 &bdullah SAEED (aka Fahala)

the Criminal Code with crimes against the authorities for an articl®.0.b.: 1964 Profession: Reporter with the oppositioklinivan Daily

published on 17 March 2007 entitled ‘The Story of a Dumb InterrogatoriewspaperDate of arrest: 27 March 2006Sentence: Life imprison-

critical of book banning decisions made by the AGO. If convicted henent.Details of arrest: Arrested and sentenced on 26 March 2006 to

faces a maximum penalty of one year and a half in prison for the firsto months in jail for ‘disobedience to order’ for refusing to submit to a

charge and one year and four months for the second. He remains free. lifise test in the first of three drugs charges against him which are widely

trial was due to end on 12 December 2007, WiPC seeking an update. believed to be unfounded and politically motivated. The charges stem
from Saeed’s arrest in October 2005, when he was summoned to the



police station and police claimed to find large quantities of drugs on heharged with associating with outlawed organisations and illegally
person. Saeed claims police planted the drugs on him. He is known foossing an international boundabDgetails of trial: Convicted by a crim-

his critical writings, and it is feared that his arrest is an attempt to silenaeal court in Pegu, north of Rangoon, on 9 June 2006 under the Printers
him. Details of trial: Convicted on 19 April 2006 on charges of drug and Publishers Registration Act. The appeals filed by Aung Than and Zeya
possession and trafficking, and sentenced to life imprisonideatth Aung against their 19 year prison sentences were rejected by the Rangoon
concerns. Fahala was granted a special leave from Maafushi prison taigh court the same day it was presented, in late November Ri@a6 of

visit his family in Male on 30 July 2006. His health had deteriorated andetention: All transferred to Insein jail, Rangoon except Sein Hliang, who
he is said to be in a debilitating mental and physical condition. There aiestill held in Pegu jailHonorary member of: American PEN.

calls to stop him from being sent back to prison on compassionate

groundsPrevious political imprisonment/problems: He was convicted Ko AUNG Tun

on a drugs charge in 2000 and pardoned in 2003. D.o.b.: 1967.Profession: Student activist and writeDate of arrest:
February 1998&entence: 13 years in prisorExpires. February 2011
Case closed Details of arrest: At a 1 March 1998 press conference the SPDC

Aminath NAJEEB (f): Editor of Minivan Daily. Facing a charge of claimed Ko Aung Tun had been arrested for ‘collaborating with terrorist
‘disobedience’ following an article published in August 2005 quoting amgroups’. Opposition sources, however, state the real reason for his arrest
opposition activist which the authorities claimed contained incitement tas being a book he had written on the history of the student movement in
violence against the police. Najeeb previously faced criminal charges bfyanmar.Details of trial: According to an official statement, Ko Aung
‘disobedience of an order’ along witlinivan Daily’s deputy editor  Tun was sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment under the 1962 Printers and
Nazim Sattar. The charges against Sattar were dropped, and the chdgblishers Registration Act, 7 years under the Unlawful Association Act,
against Najeeb reduced to ‘disobedience’ on 3 May 2007. Case closmul 7 years under the Emergency Provisions Act. Sentence thought to be
for lack of further information. combined as 13 yearBlace of detention: Insein PrisonTreatment in

prison: Reportedly held incommunicado in solitary confinement and has
MYANMAR (BU RMA) reportedly been ill-treated, including threats and severe beategkh

) concerns: Said to be in very poor health as a result of ill treatment in

Main cases prison. Ko Aung Tun is reportedly vomiting blood as a result of his beat-
AUNG SAN Suu Kyi (f) ings, and is also said to be suffering from severe asthma and tuberculosis.
Profession: Leader of the National League for Democracy (NLD) andThere is serious concern for his saféyevious political imprison-
writer. Date of arrest: 30 May 2003Details of arrest: Taken into ment/problems: Ko Aung Tun was active in the student-led 1988 pro-
‘protective custody’ following violent clashes between opposition andlemocracy movement, and was reportedly previously imprisoned from
pro-government supporters on 30 May 2003. The military governmed®990-94.Other information: Aung Tun is a recipient of the 1999
reported that four people were killed in the clashes, though eyewitnesd¢sliman/Hammett Award.Honorary members of: Norwegian,
estimate the numbers killed to be over sixty. Many were also injure@anberra and Canadian PEN Centres.
including Aung San Suu Kyi. Her house arrest order was extended for a
year on 30 May 2006. The military authorities announced on 27 MawIN Tin
2007 that her detention order was being renewed for another year @ba.b.: 12 March 1930Profession: Former editor of the daily
that she was to remain under house arfate of detention: Held in Hanthawati, secretary of the executive council of the National League
‘protective custody’ at her home in Yang®revious political impris- for Democracy, and vice-president of the Burmese Writers’ Association.
onment/problems: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was held under de factoDate of Arrest: 4 July 198%entences: Total of 20 years’ in prison with
house arrest for six years from July 1989-July 1995, and again frohard labourExpires: 3 July 2009Details of Arrest: Accused of
September 2000 until May 2002, when she was released as part of UNarbouring an offender for whom a warrant had been issued’, allegedly
brokered confidential talks between the State Peace and Developmémtsheltering a girl who had had an illegal abortion, but the true reason is
Council (SPDC) and the NLD which began in October 2000thought to be his opposition activities. Also accused of incitement to
Professional details: Daw Aung San Suu Kyi was awarded the Nobelviolence, contact with insurgent organisations, obtaining financial assis-
Peace Prize in October 1991. She is the author of many books, includiiagce from a foreign embassy and obtaining weaoetsils of Trial:
Freedom From Fear (1991), Letters from Burma (1997), The \Voice of Sentenced in October 1989 to 3 years with hard labour. In June 1992
Hope (1997).Honorary member of: Canadian and English PEN. sentenced to an additional 11 years under the 1950 Emergency
AUNG Than, Zeya AUNG, MAUNG Maung Oo and SEIN Hlaing Provisions Act. Unclear what this is for, but it is thought to be linked to
Profession: Student activist and NLD member, student, publisher andhis opposition activities. Sentence said to have been reduced to 10 years
distributor respectivelyDate of arrest: 29 March 2006Sentence: 19  in January 1993 amnesty. On 28 March 1996 he was among 21 prisoners
years in prison (Aung Than and Zeya Aung), 14 years in prison (Maurtg be tried inside Insein Prison and given additional sentences under
Maung Oo) and seven years in prison (Sein HliaBgpires: 28 March  Section 5J of the Emergency Provisions Act for circulating the petition,
2025 (Aung Than and Zeya Aung), 28 March 2020 (Maung Maung Odjistributing a clandestine magazine and possessing radio sets. He was
and 28 March 2013 (Sein Hliand)etails of arrest: Reportedly arrested given an additional 7-year sentence (NB: the UN stated 5 years, but the
with 6 others near the Thai-Burmese border town of Myawaddy fotranscript of the trial states 7 years). His cumulative sentences will thus
publishing an ‘anti-government’ book of poems entiflivn Mann (The  not expire until July 2009Professional Details: Was active in pro-
Fighting Spirit of the Peacock). The peacock is the symbol of the pro- democracy demonstrations of 1988 and said to be key adviser to Aung
democracy movement in Myanmar. Six others also detained in connecti®an Suu Kyi and to have been one of those who encouraged her to enter
with the publishing of the book were freed after a brief detention. Alspolitics. Authorities alleged he was linked to Communist Party of Burmd3
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During 1988’s events was vicechairman of the ‘Sarpay ThamagdMAUNG Thura (aka’Zargana’)

(‘Writers’ Association’). Recipient of the World Association of D.o.b.: Profession: Leading comedian, poet and opposition activist.
Newspapers (WAN) 2001 Golden Pen of Freedom award, and the 20D&te of arrest: 25 September 200Details of arrest: Arrested for his
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisatiorsupport to the monks demonstrating in the capital, Rangoon. His release
(UNESCO)/Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Pri2kace of  was reported on 18 October, although he remains under heavy surveil-
detention: Insein prisonHealth Concerns. Reported in March 2006 to lance and restriction, as he has been for many yeegi.ous political

require treatment for high blood pressure and inflammation of theroblems/imprisonment: Maung Thura, more commonly known by his
prostate. Also suffers from spondylitis, an inflammation of the vertebraajck-name ‘Zargana’, is Burma'’s leading comedian, popular for his polit-
and diabetes, and suffered two heart attacks during his 16-year imprisécel satires. Zargana spent several years in prison in the early 1990s for
ment. Has lost several teeth and requires dental treatment. Said tohi®opposition activities. During that time he was taken up as a main case
checked twice a month by a prison doctor but not provided with anyy the Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN. Zargana,
required medication. Is dependent on his family for medicine and meathose pseudonym means ‘tweezers’ and refers to his years spent training
Treatment in Prison: Reported that in November 1995 Win Tin was as a dentist, was first arrested in October 1988 after making fun of the
among a number of prisoners ill treated after they smuggled letters outgovernment, but freed six months later. However, on 19 May 1990, he
the UN protesting at prison conditions. He is entitled to a twice-monthlimpersonated General Saw Maung, former head of the military govern-
visit from a relative for 20-25 minutes. Since the start of 2006 he has notent, to a crowd of thousands at the Yankin Teacher’s Training College
been able to receive visits from the International Committee of the R&tadium in Rangoon. He was arrested shortly afterwards, and sentenced
Cross (ICRC).Honorary Member of: Hong Kong (English), New to five years in prison. He was held in solitary confinement in a tiny cell

Zealand and Japan PEN centres. in Rangoon’s Insein Prison, where he began writing poetry. One of his
prison poems was published in the International PEN anthology This
U AYE Kyu (aka ‘Monywa’ Aung Shin) Prison Where | Live. After his release from prison in March 1994,

Profession: Former newspaper editor and poet. Senior official of th&argana was banned from performing in public, but continued to make
National League for Democracy (NLDRate of arrest: September tapes and videos which were strictly censored by the authorities. In May
2000.Sentence: 21 years in prisorExpires. September 202Details of 1996, after speaking out against censorship to a foreign journalist, he was
arrest: Among five senior NLD officials (including former PEN main banned from performing his work altogether, and stripped of his freedom
case Aung Myint, released under amnesty in January 2005) to be arredtedrite and publishHonorary member of: English PEN.

in September 2000. They were detained for writing a statement that was

to be sent to the authorities protesting the September 2000 house arre§t@jpased

Aung San Suu Kyi (see above) and calling for the release of other NUOYAW Sein Oo: Assistant to the head of the information department of
members and the re-opening of NLD party offices. All five men weréhe National League for Democracy (NLD). Arrested on 14 September
detained two days after the statement was broadcast on a US-based r26@0 and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment under the Printers anc
station. PEN first learned of this case in early 20D&ails of trial: Publishers Registration Act for distributing information regarding the
Sentenced on 14 September 2000 to 14 years under the press law anepression of the NLD to international press agencies and to Western
years under security legislatioRlace of detention: Insein Prison diplomats based in Rangoon. Presumed freed on expiry of sentence.
Health concerns: U Aye Kyu is said to suffer acute asthma.

Professional details: Aye Kyu started to publish poetry in 1962 and wasN EPAL

banned from publication in 1988. Also former editor of a banned literary |

journal. Previous political imprisonment/problems. Aye Kyu was ille

previously detained from 1967-1970, and served four months in 1990*Birendra SHAH: Freelance journalist who worked for the publication

his opposition activities. Dristri Weekly as well as the privately ownedepal FM Radio and
o Avenues TV. His body was found on 8 November 2007 after being
Investigation kidnapped by Maoist cadres on 5 October 2007. Maoist authorities

*Ko Kyaw Thu Moe MYINT: Poet. Reportedly arrested on 26 Marchissued a statement on 5 November confirming that members of their
2007 for writing and distributing a booklet of Valentines Day poems iparty were responsible for Shah’s death, and that he had been murdered
February 2007. Two of the poems referred to independence hero genenalthe day of his abduction. The CPN-Maoist statement named a senior
Aung San. Ko Kyaw Thu Moe Nyint was first summoned by the Kyaukseadre, Lal Bahadur Chaudhary, and two associates, who are said to be
township chairman and was reportedly forced to sign a statement sayipersonally responsible for Shah'’s abduction and murder. Shah had gone
he would never publish and distribute his own work. He is currentlyith another journalist to investigate a report on timber smuggling when
detained at the Sinkhaing detention centre. WiPC seeking an update. he was abducted, and had recently published critical reports about local

. ) Maoists. He is said to have been targeted because of ‘personal disputes’
Brief Detention with Chaudhary, who has reportedly fled to India to avoid arrest. The
A major crackdown in Burma has been underway since early September CPN-Maoist has distanced itself from the murder, and states that the
2007, following demonstrations led by monks and pro-democracy  three cadres have been expelled from the party and will now face disci-
activists which began on 19 August 2007. Writers and journalistswere  plinary action. The government of Nepal has not yet responded to the
among the scores of people to be detained, details of the major cases ~ CPN-Maoist statement.
known to PEN are given below. All of those arrested in the crackdown o o
are now thought to have been freed, but many remain under heavy  Killing: investigation
restriction. *Shankar PANTHI: Correspondent for the local pro-Maoist dailgya



Satta Daily. Reporteldy found dead on 14 September 2007. He was, . o
returning from covering a news story at the time of his death. Polid§idnapped: investigation
claim he died in an accident, although some fear he may have beeatif KHOSA: Reporter with the dailyang. Reportedly abducted on 17

murdered in connection with his work. June 2007 near Jafferabad, Baluchistan. The reason behind his disap-
) pearance is not known but Khosa's family believes that intelligence offi-
Kidnapped cials are behind his kidnap. No further information as of 31 December

Hridayaraj GAUTAM: Editor of theKulamanch Weekly. Reportedly ~ 2007.

abducted from his home on 20 June 2007 by unknown individuals Din MUHAMMED: Reporter for Urdu-languadekishaf. Feared to be

Bara, central Nepal. The motive of the abduction is not clear. WiP&idnapped with three other family members following a meeting with

seeking further information. local tribal leaders in the town of Wana on 25 March 2007. Din
*Prakkash Singh Thakuri: Editor and publisher of the royalist news- Muhammed was reportedly covering a fresh conflict between local

paper Aajako Samachar. Reportedly abducted by Maoist Young Waziri tribesmen and Uzbek militants in the region. No further informa-

Communist League cadres on 5 July 2007. Said to have been abdudied as of 31 December 2007.

for ‘initiating anti-Maoist activities.’ It is feared that he may have been

killed. No further news of 31 December 2007. Investigation
*Javed LEHRI: Reporter for the dailyAzadi based in Quetta. Also a
Threatened member of a Baloch student opposition party. Reportedly went missing

*Pradip Kumar MANDAL: Reporter for theJanapriya Weekly. in the Khuzdar region of Balochistan province on 29 November 2007.
Reportedly threatened with death by maoist cadres on 20 Novembidis family and colleagues believe the intelligence services are respon-
2007 as he was covering the district ‘bandh’, a protest stoppage of traf§ible for his disappearance. TAgadi is known for its critical reporting
and business activity called by Maoists. of the military’s operations in Balochistan. The police have denied any

*Prem Prasad PAUDEL and Prakash Chandra BHATTARAI: Editor  involvement, but it is said that the security services are holding hundreds
and assistant editor respectively of thekbarni Weekly. Reportedly — of opposition members in Balochistan. No further information as of 31
threatened in December 2007 by local leaders of the Communist Partylécember 2007.

Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist student union. The threats are believedto = |
be in response to articles published in local newspapers alleging fraudJ#jgicial concern

a local student union member. Rehmat Shah AFRIDI
Profession: Editor-in-chief of the Peshawar-based English language
PAKlSTAN daily The Frontier Post and its Urdu sister-pap#ftaidan. Date of arrest:
) 2 April 1999Sentence: Death, commuted to life imprisonmetetails
Killed of arrest: Reportedly arrested on drugs charges, after Anti-Narcotics
*Zubair Ahmed MUJAHID Force (ANF) officers allegedly found 21 kilograms of hashish in his car.

Correspondent of the national daily Jang. Reportedly shot dead in MirpHie denies the charges and his colleagues believe his arrest to be politi-
Khas, in the southern Sindh province, on 23 November 2007. Thought¢eally motivated. Shortly before his arrest, Afridi had reportedly
have been targeted for his critical articles; Mujahid wrote weeklypublished two articles accusing officers of involvement in drug smug-
column for Jang entitled ‘Crime and Punishment’ in which he highgling. Afridi claims he is the victim of an ANF set-upetails of trial:

lighted the issue of poverty and criticised local landowners and polic&n 27 June 2001 Special Judge Syed Kazim Shamsi of the Anti
Two of his recent reports had led to the arrests of policement and a lamtarcotics Court ruled in favour of a death sentence and a 1,000,000 Rs

lord. fine against him. The prosecution reportedly failed to produce any
. compelling evidence against him. On 3 June 2004 the death sentence was
Disappeared commuted on appeal by the Lahore High Court and Afridi was instead

Abdur Rahim MUSLIM DOST. Afghan national, poet and magazine sentenced to life imprisonment. His sentence was upheld by the Supreme
editor. Dost spent almost three years in US detention at Guantanamo Bzgurt on 6 April 2006Place of detention: Kot Lakhpat Prison, Lahore.
after being arrested with his youner brother in November 2001 by thereatment in prison: Claimed to be mistreated in prison in August
Peshawar authorities then handed over to the US in February 2002. H#99. Said to be denied proper medical treatment for a heart condition,
was eventually released without charge on 20 April 2005 and returneddad to be denied a mattress in spite of having back probl&rtiser
Pakistan. On 29 September 2006 he was again reportedly arrestedrformation: Father of Mahmood Afridi, managing editor dhe
Peshawar by officers of the police Crime Investigation Department arktontier Post charged in January 2001 with blasphemy.
an intelligence agency. Dost filed a habeas corpus petition on 5 October
2006 in the Peshawar High Court and the court subsequently requesk@gth Threats
information on his whereabouts from the the federal and provinct&ailab MEHSUD: Journalist with the newspapéhne News and editor of
authorities. He has reportedly still not been charged with a crimindhe regional news websikarwan-e-Qabial. Reportedly threatened with
offence and has not been brought before a magistrate. As of 8gath on 30 September 2007 after he reported on a clash the day before
December 2007 his whereabouts remain unknown and he has hadbetween the Army and the Taliban in South Waziristan. Mehsud received
contact with a lawyer or his family. It is thought his arrest may be linked phone call from a security official that reportedly insulted him before
to a book he had written about his experiences as a detainee timeatening him.
Guantanamao Bay.

45



46

NSL in connection with membership of the North Korean Workers Party.
Case closed Prosecutors reportedly took a harsh stance towards him because he
Saeed SARBAZI. Journalist for the privately owned, English-languagerefused to make a formal pledge of loyalty to the Republic of Korea. He
Business Recorder, Karachi's only business daily. Mr Sarbazi, 65, hasreportedly admits joining the North Korea Worker’s Party, but denies
not been seen since he left home on the morning of 20 September 2006éng a Politburo member. He gained German citizenship in 1993.
Karachi. It is not known whether his disappearance is related to his woiRetails of trial: Reportedly sentenced on 30 April 2004 to 7 years in

Case closed for lack of further information. prison under the National Security Law by Seoul District Court. His
academic articles and books allegedly ‘praising North Korea' were

PHILIPPINES reportedly raised in court by the prosecution as evidence against him.
Treatment in detention: Said to have been ill-treated during extensive

Case closed interrogation sessions at which his lawyer was not allowed to be present.

Gemma BAGAYAUA (f): Online editor ofNewsbreak. Reportedly
arrested on 7 March 2007 in the paper’s office in the Manila suburb
Pasig. She is one of fildewsbreak journalists who are charged for libel. SRI LAN KA
Bagayaua was released the next morning and all five posted bail on fi@se closed
same day. Case closed for lack of further information. Subramaniam RAMACHANDRAN: Correspondent for Yarl
Ninez CACHO-OLIVAREZ (f), Ike SENERES and Herman TIU- Thinakkural andValampuri. Reportedly went missing on 15 February
LAUREL: Editor-publisher and columnists respectively for the opposi2007. Itis feared that he may have been kidnapped by pro-government
tion newspapebaily Tribune. Reportedly charged on 3 March 2006 with militia after receiving several death threats. Case closed for lack of
inciting sedition in articles published in their newspaper. The policéurther information.
raided theDaily Tribune's offices on 25 February 2006 under state ofNihal SERASINGHE, Lalith SENEVIRATNE and Sisira
emergency laws. Case closed for lack of further information. PRIYANKARA: Reporters for the trade union monthikuna
Dante FABIAN: Senior reporter foBun Star Pampanga. Reportedly  (Thunder). All three were reportedly arrested on 5 February 2007. They
arrested on 19 December 2006 for libel in a case brought by a loaale facing charges of planning terrorist acts and are also accused of
politician. Fabian was released on bail and was due to be tried on 2®llusion with the Tamil Tigers’. They are being held by the Criminal
January 2007. Case closed for lack of further information. Investigation Department while an investigation into the alleged crimes
Letty Jimenez MAGSANOC and Isagani YAMBOT: Editor-in-chief  is conducted. It is feared that confessions may have been extracted under
and publisher respectively of thi#hilippine Daily Inquirer. Arrested  pressure. Case closed for lack of further information.
along with eight other members of the editorial staff on 20 March 2007 in
Manila. Released on bail the same day. Case closed for lack of furthTONGA
information.
Maritess Danguilan VITUG, Glenda GLORIA (f), Jose DALISAY,  Case closed
Ricky CARANDANG and Booma CRUZ: Journalists and editors for Tavake FUSIMALOHI and Faliss TUPOU: Editor and senior jour-
Newsbreak magazine. All were reportedly arrested on the charge thatalist respectively oKele'a newspaper. Fusimalohi was charged with
they ‘meant and intended to convey false and malicious insinuationsédition and defamation following his arrest on 22 March 2007. He was
against Jose Miguel Arroyo, the husband of the current Philippinegleased because of ill health and appeared in court on 26 March 2007.
President on 14 December 2006. The journalists were charged willapou was arrested on 5 April 2007 on sedition charges. Case closed for
defamation in connection with an article about Arroyo’s allegedly unddack of further information.
clared properties in the United States. Arroyo initiated legal proceedings
against the journalists on the basis that the article written was defar%l ETNAM
tory. Each defendant paid a US$200 bail. No date for a trial has been set..
Case closed for lack of further information. Main cases
LE Dinh Nhan (religious name: Thich HUYEN Quang)

SOUTH KOREA D.o.b.: 1917Profession: Pariarch of the Institute For The Propagation

g Of The Dharma, Unified Buddhist Church of Vietham (UBCV), An
Judicial concern Quang Pagoda (Saigorf)ate of arrest: 29 December 199Details of
SONG Du-Yol arrest: Arrested for publishing an open letter criticising government
D.o.b.: 1944 .Profession: Scholar. Professor of Philosophy at Muensterpolicy on freedom of speech and religious expresgtece of deten-
University, Germany. Has published several academic b@#t® of tion: Held under “temple arrest” until around mid-1995 when moved to
arrest: 22 October 2003Sentence: Seven years’ imprisonment. an isolated area in Quang Ngai. Moved again in 2003 to Nguyen Thieu
Expires: 21 October 201Metails of arrest: Reportedly detained under Monastery, Binh Dinh Province. He is said to be held incommunicado
the National Security Law (NSL) for alleged pro-north Korean activitieswith security police permanently stationed outside the monastery gates.
Asked to report to the National Intelligence Service on arrival at Seolrofessional details: Author of renowned books on Buddhism and
airport on 22 September 2003 after returning to the Republic of Korgariental philosophy for the last thirty years. Said to be one of the most
after 37 years living in exile in Germany. The Korea Democracyespected religious leaders of the Vietnamese Buddhists and people.
Foundation had reportedly invited him to South Korea. Subject to exteitealth concerns: Sources indicate that his life has been in great danger
sive interrogation until 22 October 2003, when he was taken intdue to poor health and lack of medical treatment. Reportedly hospitalised
custody. Charged on 19 November 2003 under Atrticles 3,5, and 8 of treSeptember 2006 and transferred to a private clinic in Ho Chi Minh



City to receive treatment for heart disease and a lung infeBtiemous  sion and religion. He was sentenced again in October 2001 to 15 years in
political imprisonment/problems: Had been detained under house prison for his online publication of an essay on human rights violations
arrest since 1982 for alleged “anti-government activities”. Thought tm Vietnam, and was a main case of International PEN. The sentence was
relate to his public appeals for religious freedom and official recognitiocommuted several times and he was released under amnesty in February
of the UBCV.Other information: Adopted by the UN Working Group 2005.Honorary member of: Sydney PEN.(RAN 12/07 - 28 February

on Arbitrary Detention in May 2005. Awarded the Homo Homini Award2007; update #1 - 7 March 2007; updates #2 — 3 April 2007).

by People in Need-Czech TV Foundation on 9 April 2088norary

Member of: English, French, Danish, and Sydney PEN. TRAN Khai Thanh Thuy (aka Tran Thi Thuy Trang) (f)
Profession: Award-winning writer and journalisDate of arrest: 21
LE Thi Cong Nhan (f) and NGUYEN Van Dai: April 2007.Details of arrest: Tran Khai Thanh Thuy was arrested at her

Profession: Lawyer and cyber dissident, and journalist respectivelyhome in Hanoi on 21 April 2007, where she had reportedly been held
Dateof arrest: 6 March 2007Sentence: 4 years and five years in prison under strict house arrest since November 2006. She is believed to be
respectivelyExpires: March 2011 and March 2012 respectiv@lgtails  charged with violating Article 88 of the Criminal Code for the dissemi-

of arrest: Nguyen Van Dai and Le Thi Cong Nhan (f) were arrested abation of information deemed by the authorities to be harmful to the
their homes on the morning of the 6 March 2007. They were accusedstéte. The charges reportedly follow the publication on the Internet of a
‘hostile propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Vietnam’ for themumber of essays by Thuy calling for democracy. She is also reported to
dissident activities with the pro-democracy movement “Bloc 8406” be accused of membership of the underground pro-democracy group
including the recent signing of a petition under their real naDetsils Bloc 8406, of supporting a dissident human rights organisation, and of
of trial: Le Thi Cong Nhan and Nguyen Van Dai were sentenced to foullegally organising a trade union. The charges carry a maximum
years and five years in prison respectively by the Hanoi People’s Cosentence of twelve years in prisdPr.ofessional details: Tran Khai

on 11 May 2007. Their convictions were upheld on appeal on 2Yhanh Thuy is an established novelist, poet, essayist and editor of the
November 2007Place of detention: Cau Dien detention camp, in Tu underground dissident magazifeQuoc (Fatherland). Previous polit-

Liem district, 13 km from HanoBackground to arrest and previous  ical problems: She has been under heavy surveillance and harassment
political problems. Nguyen Van Dai is one of the leaders of the democsince September 2006 for her critical writings published online. She has
racy movement “Bloc 8406” and regularly posts pro-democracy essaysen repeatedly denounced and humiliated in public meetings organized
on foreign websites. He started a web-log on the Reporters Sag the authorities, including a “People’s Court” in October 2006, where
Frontiers web-log platform shortly before his arrest (http://nguyenpolice gathered 300 people in a public stadium to insult her. Mobs have
vandai.rsfblog.org). He and fellow lawyer Le Thi Cong Nhan (f) haveentered her home calling her a traitor and a prostitute and threatening to
been under heavy surveillance for some time for their dissident activitidseat her, and she was denied police protection. In September and October
and were briefly detained on 3 February 2007 and held for 48 houi2006, she was continuously interrogated and detained by authorities, and
Nguyen Van Dai was reportedly subjected to criticism by a ‘populain November she was dismissed from her job. She was held under strict
court’ on 8 February 2007, in which 200 residents from a district ofiouse arrest during the November 2006 APEC meetdgdr infor-

Hanoi were mobilised by the authorities to insult and denounce him fonation: She is one of 2007's Hellman Hammet Awards Winners
being a ‘traitor’.Other information: Both were reportedly immediately (http://hrw.org/english/docs/2007/02/06/vietnal5277 _txt.hthhgalth

struck off the Hanoi bar list following their arrests. (RAN 12/07, Updateoncerns: Tran Khai Thanh Thuy suffers from diabetes and advanced
#1 — 7 March 2007, Update #2- 15 May 200¥pnorary member of: tuberculosis, for which she has been receiving hospital treatment, and

Suisse-Romande PEN. there are grave concerns that she is not receiving the medical care she
urgently requires in detention. (RAN 24/07 — 30 April 200 ace of
NGUYEN Van Ly: detention: Detention Camp B14, Thanh Liet village, Thanh Tri District,

D.o.b: 1946.Profession: Priest, scholar, essayist and co-editor of theHa Noi, Viet NamHonorary member of: English PEN.

underground online magazifie do Ngon luan (Free Speech). Date of

arrest: 19 February 2007%entence : eight years in prison and five years TRAN Quoc Hien

of probationary detentiorExpires: February 2015Details of arrest: D.o.b: 1965.Profession: Internet writer and human rights lawyBate
Reportedly arrested on 19 February 2007 during an “administrativef arrest: 12 January 200®Bentence: five years in prison, followed by
check” at the archdiocesan building where he lives in the city of Huéwo years probationary detentioBxpires: January 2012Details of

Two other editors ofu do Ngon luan, Father Chan Tin and Father Phanarrest: Reportedly arrested on 12 January 2007, the day after being
Van Loi, were reportedly also placed under house armstails of nominated as the spokesperson for the Workers-Farmers Organisation
trial: On 30 March 2007 a People’Court in Hue (Central VietnamUWFO), an organisation which represents workers and farmers’ rights
sentenced Father Nguyen Van Ly to eight years in prison and five yeansd which is not recognised by the government. He was charged with
of probationary detention for ‘conducting propaganda against thispreading anti-government propaganda’ on the Internet and ‘endan-
Socialist Republic of Vietham’ (Article 88). A video footage of his gering state security’.Details of trial: He was found guilty of both
sentencing is available on the Internet: charges by a court in Ho Chi Minh City on 15 May 2007, following a
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUSJeAakoRIlace of detention: trial that reportedly only lasted four houP$ace of detention: Detention

Trai Giam Detention Camp, K1 Ba Sao, Kim Bang District, MunicipalityCamp Bo La 1, Binh Duong Province, Viet NaRnofessional details:

of Phu Ly, Ha Nam Province, Viet NarRrevious political imprison- Tran Quoc Hien is known for his critical writings published on the
ment/problems: Ly is a leading member of the pro-democracy movednternet, including a short story ‘The Tail’ about the experience of life
ment “Bloc 8406”. He was previously detained from 1977-1978, andnder surveillance. He is a member of the pro-democracy movement
again from 1983-1992 for his activism in support of freedom of expresBloc 8406’. He is also a human rights lawyer, known for his workd7
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his arrest. (RAN 26/07 — 24 May 2007). As IA

Under house arrest

DANG Phuc Tue (religious name: Thich Quang Do)

D.o.b.: 1928 Profession: Buddhist monk, writer, scholar. Secretary

General of the outlawed Institute for the Propagation of the Dharma,

United Buddhist Church of Vietham (UBC\pate of arrest: 9 October

2003Details of arrest: Pat of a delegation of nine UBCV leaders who ARMENIA

were all arrested on 9 October 2003 (see Thich Huyen Quang above).” "

The delegation had left Binh Dinh at 5.00 a.m. on 8 October 2003 divestigation

route for Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) when security services blockedMurad BODJOLYAN: d.o.b. ¢. 1947. Former diplomat and journalist.
their departure. After a protest in which over two hundred monks formefirrested January 200Zrial details: Trial started on 24 October 2002

a human shield around their vehicle, the delegation was allowed tmder Article 59 of the Criminal Code (treason). Subsequently convicted
continue its journey, only to meet another police barricade on the ten years in prison on 16 December 2002. Accused of passing on mili-
following day, when all nine UBCV leaders were arrested and taketary and economic information to the Turkish military intelligence, as
away for interrogation. Thich Quang Do and Thich Huyen Quang wereell as details of Kurdish Workers’ Party exiles in Armenia. Lawyers
placed under house arrest under which they remain as of June 208myue there is little evidence and suggest that his writings are the basis of
Thich Quang Do was briefly detained on 16 February 2006 whilghe charges. The conviction was upheld in early 2003 and is now final.
attempting to visit UBCV Patriarch Thich Huyen Qualigce of deten- Bodjolyan has brought his case to the European Court of Human Rights.
tion: Thanh Minh Zen Monastery in Ho Chi Minh Cifgrevious polit- Background: Bodjolyan is a freelance journalist for the Turkish NTV
ical imprisonment/problems: On 27 June 2003 he was released from delevision network. Until 1998 worked in the Armenian foreign ministry
twenty-seven month detention order. Has spent most of the last twerggd acted as interpreter for former president Ter-Petrosian. Suggestions
years in detention or under residential surveillance because of htsat the conviction may be linked to February 2003 presidential elections
campaign for religious freedom and free expressimer informa- and is aimed at undermining Ter-Petrosian who is standing for re-elec-
tion: The UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention declared histion. Married with children. In December 2006, PEN learned that

imprisonment as ‘arbitrary’ in May 2005. Bodjolyan’s case has been taken to the European Court of Human Rights
Arman BABADZHANIAN: journalist and editor for the newspaper
Released Zhamanak-Yerevan (Yerevan Times)D.o.b c. 1947. Sentenced to four

BUI Kim Thanh (f): Lawyer and cyber dissident. Reportedly taken byyears in prison on 9 September 2006, subsequently reduced to 3.5 years
police to a psychiatric hospital on 2 November 2006, but following @n charges of avoiding military service. Babadzhanian was detained on
medical examination the doctors concluded that she did not suffer a@g June and charged with allegedly forging documents four years before
mental iliness. On the 4 November 2006, the police allegedly took h&y allow him exemption from military service. Supporters claim that the
again to a psychiatric hospital, Bien Hoa, north of Saigon, where she wasderlying cause of the case is Babadzhanian’s workhamanak-

held in psychiatric detention until 16 July 2007. She continues to béerevan. Shortly before his arrest, the newspaper had published an article

under strict surveillance. that had questioned the independence of the Prosecutor General’s office.
The sentence is unusually severe, as such cases usually lead to sentence
Case closed of one to three years. CPJ reports that Babadzhanian pleaded guilty to

DO Nam Hai: Essayist. Reportedly arrested on 15 October 2006 andraft evasion but added that the action was aimed at silencing “an inde-
charged with ‘espionage’ and ‘anti-Socialist propaganda’ for drafting thpendent and incorruptible media outlet”. He added that the court had not
Manifesto of the Alliance for Democracy and Human Rights in Vietnamtaken into account medical documents that referred to health problems
Case closed for lack of further information. that should have excluded him from servigppeal: an appeal against
the sentence was rejected on 11 March 20B&ckground:
Babadzhanian had been living in California, USA until he moved to
Armenia in early 2006.

Attacked/briefly detained

*Shoger MATEVOSYAN, Goar VEZIRYAN, Nikol PASHINYAN:
journalists for the newspap@hetvertaya Vlast and editor-in-chief of
Aikakan Zhamanak respectively (Pahinyan is also an opposition leader).
Set upon by police on 23 October 2007 as they came to the aid of demon-
strators who were being beaten by officers at an opposition rally.
Matgevosyan and Pahinyan were held in police custody for 4 hours
accused of obstructing police.



allegedly requesting a 3,500 USD bribe from Ministry of Labour and
AZERBAIJAN Social Defence Administration Director Rizvan Aliyev in exchange for
. not printing an article. This is refuted by free media observers who point
Main Cases out that the material was already printed.
Eynulla FATULLAYEV: editor of Gundelike Azerbaijan and the Elman MALYEV: journalist forExpress newspaper. Reported by his
Russian languagBealny Azerbaijan. (Case 1) Convicted c. 20 April  colleagues to have gone missing on 15 April 2007 after visiting 39
2007 to 30 months in prison on charges of libel and insult to Azerbaijan@lice department in Baku Sabail district where he had learned that the
in an article that Fatullayev says he did not write and had been manuféeterior Ministry of the Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic had filed a
tured as a way of silencing him. He was sentenced under Article 147.2lidfel suit against him. His colleagues contacted the Interior Ministry and
the Azeri Penal Code by the Yasamal District court to two and a halfere told that Malyev had been taken to Kakhichevan to stand trial. PEN
years imprisonment. Upheld on appeal on 22 August 2007s seeking an update.
Background: The charges arose from a civil case raised in Februa@animat ZAKHIDOV: editor-in-chief of newspapeézadlyg. He was
2007 by Tatyana Chaladze, head of the Azeri Centre for Protection séntenced to two months pre trial detention on 11 November 2007 which
Refugees and Displaced Persons. She referred to a remark attributeiib expire on 10 January 2008. Zahid was called to the Yasmal Police
Fatullayev in which he is said to have reported that Azeris were respobBepartment and arrested on 10 November on charges on two counts:
sible for the massacre of residents in Khodjali, in Nagorno Karabakh inflicting bodily harm (Article 127) and hooliganism (Article 221). A
1992. This resulted in a fine levied on 6 April 2007 of 10,000 manatsian and a woman filed a complaint against Zahidov claiming that he had
(US$ 11,600)Case (2) Sentenced to eight and a half years imprisonmentried to attack the woman. It is reported by local press that the two
on 30 October 2007 by the Grave Crime Court in Baku on charges aftacked Zahidov outside his offices in Baku on 7 November. The pre
terrorism and inciting ethnic hatred. These additional charges wetgal hearing took place on 11 November 20B7evious lawsuits: In
levied against Fatullayev under Article 214 of the Penal Code on on Zeptember 2007 Minister of Economic Development Geider Babayev
May 2007 and confirmed on 4 July. Said to be related to a commentaryfiled a defamation lawsuit against Zahidov for an article he wrote in
Realni Azerbijan published in early 2007 that focussed on Azeri foreignAzydlyg and the trial began October. Also in October, the state traffic
policy with Iran. The article was written by another reporter. The counpolice deputy filed a similar complaimetention: sent to Baku pre-trial
also ruled that everything in Fatullayev’s two newspaper’s offices wouldetention centre on 10 November the same day of his abtbet.: the
be confiscated and a fine of 250,000 manat (US 58,000) be imposéderi press council and some members of parliament have issued
Background: Fatullayev’s reporting on the dispute has led him to comgrotests at his arrest.
under attack by Azerbaijani nationalists in early 20C&se (3) On 4  Sakit Mirza ZAKHIDOV: journalist and satirist for the newspaper
September 2007, tax evasion charges levied by the Ministry of NationAradlyg, as well as a poet. Sentenced on 4 October 2006 to three years in
Security following a search of his newspapers office and questioning pfison on drugs charges that are widely considered to be trumped up.
its staff. If convicted he faces six months imprisonment or a term in Zakhidov was arrested on 24 June 2006. The police claim Zakhidov was
labour colony.Prison conditions: it was reported in May 2007 that found in possession of 10 grams of heroin but Zahidov’s brother,
Fatullayev has been denied reading or writing materials in prison. On ¥animat Zakhidov, the editor ézadlyq argues that it was planted on
May 2007 he was transferred to the national security ministry’s detentidnim. Trial details: heard before the Nasimi District Court in Baku. A
centre. In September 2007 it was reported that Fatullayev’s lawyer Aidyequest that Zakhidov be freed pending trial was turned down. On 24
Nazarli was not allowed to meet with his client. On 3 November 2007 August, two months after Zakhidov's arrest, prosecution materials were
was reported that he was still being held in the pre-trial isolation despiimally provided to the lawyers who reportedly claim that there is no
the verdict already being handed out. Although he and his mothevidence of drug dealing and that evidence had been forged. His trial
addressed an appeal to President Ilham Aliyev, Fatullayev was nopened on 29 August. On 26 September the Public Prosecutor told the
amongst the five journalists pardoned on 28 December 2007. court that there was no evidence that Zakhidov was selling drugs and
Previous arrest: Fatullayev had previously been served a two-yeaasked that the charges be changed from drug dealing to drug use (Article
suspended sentence in September 2006 for defamation and insult aga®3t.1). He was convicted to the maximum sentence of three years under
the interior minister, Ramil Usubov. He accused the minister of havinthis charge on 4 October 200%ppeal: Sentence believed to have been
links with Haji Mamedov, a former official on trial for his alleged upheld in early May 200Dissident Writings: Sakit Zakhidov writes
involvement in the murder of journalist EImar Huseyr@ther: On 20  satirical columns in which he regularly criticizes the government.
May 2007, Fatullayev's home and newspaper offices were searched Bgkhidov is also known for his satirical poems that are said to be laced
police who seized all 21 of the papers’ computers, and took other doownith obscenities, following a traditional format from the region of
ments. The buildings were seal@&lindelike Azerbaijan editor Uzeyov ~ Azerbaijan where Zhakidov was born. One of his poems “What if we
Jafarov — see below — has stated that the newspaper will continuedidn’t have him?” focussed on the personality cult that surrounded the
publish despite the detention of Fatullayev. late Azeri president Heidar Aliyev and contained comment that some
[RAN 27/07 Update #1- 17 July 2007, Update #2 — 13 September 20074nalysts see as slanderoi®ace of Detention: Transferred from
o Bailovsk Prison, Baku to Penitentiary No 14 in Gobustan District where
Investigation conditions are reportedly harsh. In early January 2007 it was reported
*Mushfig HUSENYQOV:correspondent foBizim Yol newspaper. He was that Zakhidov had been subject to a 15 day “quarantine” during which he
sentenced July 2007 to three months of pre-trial detention. On Octoheas required to labour in an open air quarry in cold, snowy conditions,
19 at Nasimi Court, Baku, the pre-trial detention was extended until Zespite his poor health. His wife claims that she was only allowed to visit
January 2008 in a hearing which took place without the presence Békhidov after paying a bribedealth concerns: According to his
Husenyov or his lawyer. Husenyov was arrested 24 July 2007 féamwyer, Zakhidov has been suffering from heart disease for 19 years 49d
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needs regular medical care. He staged a hunger strike against his .

sentence in July 2006, and again in November 2006. In late March 206cing Charges

his wife reported following a prison visit that his health had deteriorateRasat PIRISOYU: Writer. Lawsuit filed against him for the poem
further. It is believed he staged another hunger strike in October 2007‘Fedka’, which was published i&net under the pseudonym, Petka. A
protest against his transfer back to Penitentiary No 14. On 2 Janugmeliminary hearing took place 8 November 2007 in Baku. PEN is moni-
2008 Rana Zahidova, Sakit's wife reported that he had lost a lot &dring this case

weight and was extremely concerned for his well befngson: Held in

Bailovsk Prison Baku where and then transferred again to Penitentiaieath threats

14 on 20 October 2007 where it is reported conditions are poor. *Hakimeldostu MEHDIYEV: Nakhchivan correspondent for the Baku-
Other: Although five journalists were pardoned on 28 December 200@asedYeni Musavat. Arrested on Saturday 22 September 2007 following
Sakit Zakhidov was not included. His wife Rana Zahidova believes thiae publication of his article on gas and electric shortages in the
reason he was not included was because they know he will continue Makhchivan republic. He had also written on corruption and human

opposition after his release. rights abuses in the locality, and had spoken about this in an interview
) with Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty some days before his arrest. He is
On Trial said to have been bundled by members of the National Security Service

Shakhin AGABEYLI: editor of the opposition newspapdilli Yol. He  into a car, where he suffered beatings, then released a few hours later
was arrested in Baku on 9 August 2006, after ignoring repeated summadter being warned not to report on the incident. However he went to his
to appear before the Nasimi district court to face three charges eflitor-in-chief to tell of the event, and booked an appointment with a
defamation. Hearings were held the following day, 10 August. He wadoctor for treatment for his injuries for the following Monday. On 23
charged on four counts 1) resisting arrest — for which he receivedSeptember 2007 he was arrested on charges of disobeying law enforce-
caution 2) writing an article that suggested corruption within the Khatanent officers and summarily sentenced to 15 days in prison. He spent
district council — for which he was ordered to ghg council 600 in four days in prison before being freed unexpectedly. During that time he
damages. 3) insulting a former parliamentary spokesman in an artickas denied visits from his family. Mehdiyev was released on 27
accusing him of rigging local parliament election results and bribin@geptember following the intervention of several international organisa-
voters in a district where Agabeyli was also running. The article had beé&ons. Since the five day detention Mehdiyev and his family have report-
published nine months earlier and it is reported that Agabeyli was netlly received death threats. On 16 October a National Security Minister
editor of the newspaper at the time, nor had he written the offendingarned Mehdiyev against making further public comments about his
article. He was sentenced to six months in prison for “blackmail” and arrest.

further six months for “insult”. 4) Charges were levied against Agabeyli .

by Minister of Interior Ramil Usubov for having suggested that thd3rief Detention

minister had connections with Haji Mammadov, a former ministry ¢Nazim GULIYEV: Editor-in-chief of a pro-government daily paper
internal affairs official who is on trial for kidnap and murder (seddeal. He was sentenced to two and a half years imprisonment on charges
Huseynov above and Fatullayev below.). The court ordered that a trial b&libel and defamation on 6 November 2007. The charges were filed
opened into these charges on 14 August 2006 for having “insulted thgainst Guliyev by Ramiz Zeynalov, head of Azerbaijan’s interior
dignity and the honour” Minister Usubov. He was subsequentlinistry Traffic Police Department aftédeal published two articles on
sentenced to one year in prison. Amnesty International warned thatdespread corruption within the department in May and August. The
Agabeyli was in danger of being subjected to torture while in detentiomzeri press freedom organisation, IRFS statesltea has published

He has appealed the sentence. PEN is seeking an update. material that has on occasion fallen foul of journalistic ethical standards.
Fikret FARAMAZOGLU: editor in chief of24 Saat. Charged with  However International PEN believes that imprisonment is an inappro-
defamation by the Interior Minister Ramil Usubov. Trial opened on 1®riate penalty in such cases and is monitoring the case. The trial opened
August 2006. Relates to two articles by Faramazoglu published in July Baku’s Nasimi District Court on 29 October. Guliyez did not have a
entitled “The Minister Needs 10,000 Manat” and “Ramil Usubov’slawyer, it is not clear to PEN whether this was by choice. Nazim Guliyev
Lawsuit”. The article accuses Usubov of having knowledge of and netas released on 26 December 2007 three days after an appeals cour
reporting crimes committed by one of his staff. Member of Parliamertieared ordered his release.

Dzhavid Gurbanov is reportedly also planning to issue a suit against

Faramazoglu for articles suggesting that he had inappropriate relatioRgspended sentence

with former Health Minister Ali Insanov arrested in October 2005 fdilgar NASIBOV: Correspondent for Radio Free Europe/ Radio Liberty
allegedly plotting a coup. He was sentenced on 25 August 2006 to owas given a one-year suspended sentence on 10 December 2007 or
year in prison, suspended. He plans to appeal. PEN is seeking an updatearges of defaming a university official in an article published in
[RAN 06/07 — 8 February 2007] Azadlyg newspaper. Nasibov denies writing the article and states that he
Avez ZEINALLY: Editor-in-chief of the newspapé&thural. Charges of has no connection with the newspaper. These charges were made on the
incitement of religious, national and/or ethnic hatred under Article 283.day he was released after being held for four days on a separate defama:
of Azerbaijan’s Criminal Code. Journalist had translated the Mm@k  tion charge involving the Nakhichivan Deputy Police Chief. Nasibov
Kampf by Adolf Hitler into Azeri. Case was opened on 9 Decembereported that the judge had told him ‘this year is a probation period for
2004, closed on 28 February 2005 and reopened on 7 May 2007.ylou, and during this time you can't distribute false information or be
October the journalist was forbidden from leaving Baku by Azerbaijaninvolved in any illegal or inflammatory activity. So you should work in a
National Security Ministry. On 7 November a preliminary hearing wagonstructive and objective way. If you do that you shouldn’t have any
held Narimanov District Court in Baku. problems’. ligar Nasibov and his wife Malahat Nasibova both regularly



report on the human-rights situation in Nakhichivan a landlocked exclaw®ncern about what they consider to be undue influence of the more
of Azerbaijan, which has borders with Armenia, Turkey and Iran andonservative members of the religious community over the country’s

which is considered one of Azerbaijan’s most repressive regions. affairs. The government also publicy protested the threats and provided
protection to their families. Both were amongst five journalists to be
Released pardoned on 28 December 2007 by the Azerbaijani President.

Faramaz ALLAHVERDIEV (NOVRUZOGLU), Sardar ALIBEILI: Rafiq Tagi —Honorary Member: English PEN Centre

journalist and editor in chief respectively of the weekly indeperidatat  [Update #2 to RAN 43/06 — 13 September 2007]

Bene. Novruzoglu was sentenced to two years imprisonment (says CPJ.

IRFS say 2.5 years) and Alibeili to 18 months “corrective labour” ofB ELAR US

charges of defamation under Articles 147 and 148 of the criminal code o

by the Narimanovsky Court in Baku on 30 January 2007, according to//avestigation

CPJ report. The convictions follow a complaint by the Minister of thndrei KLIMAU: writer and activist for the United Civil Party.
Interior, Ramil Usubov following articles published in December tha®rrested on 3 April 2007 for “inciting the regime’s overthrow” in an
criticised him and other government officials, accusing them of corrugrticle posted on the internet under Article 361 of the Criminal Code. On
tion. Usubov has apparently levied six similar complaints against othérAugust 2007 he was sentenced to two years in prison. The article for
independent journalists. CPJ reports that Azeri groups claim that théhich he was convicted contains views which can be considered
Interior Ministry is attempting to stifle commentary on a former ministryextreme. He reportedly has refused to comment on whether or not he was
official’s trial on charges of kidnap and murdédlahverdiev: was the author of the piece. PEN is seeking clarification. Klimau has spent
imprisoned in Baku on conclusion of the triéalibeili was assigned a job  spells in prison in the past on political charges during which time he was
by the state and will be required to give a percentage of his salary to thensidered a prisoner of conscience by Amnesty International. The most
state. An appeal court upheld the sentences on 13 April 2007. As the triatent was for 18 months in 2005-2006. He is currently said to be held in
was held earlier than expected the defence lawyers were not present.adwrigh security prison.

13 April 2007 the two sentences were upheld by the Appellate Court and, .

on 13 November 2007 finalised by the Supreme Court. The case will ndiief Detention

be sent to the European Court of Human RigAt$ahverdiev was *lgor BANTSYR: journalist for the Polish languad#agazyn Polski na
subsequently freed under a Presidential pardon on 28 December 200Jchodzistwie. Administratively sentenced on 10 October 2007 to three
In July 2007 he was reported to have undergone a hunger strike, sewitays in prison. He was among a number of people arrested prior to an
up his mouth while he did so. He is said to have suffered ill treatment aadti government protest march. This is his second short term arrest this
medical neglect despite a serious stomach ailment. year. In March 2007 he was given a 10 day term in prison on charges of
Rovshan KABIRLI, Yashar AGAZADE: editor and reporter for the “uncensored swearing” in public. In this instance it is believed that the
opposition dailyMukhalifat. Each sentenced to two and a half years irarrest was to prevent Bantsyr from reporting on an incident he had
prison on 16 May 2007 by the Yasamal District Court in Baku. Chargeditnessed the previous evening where police had allegedly ill treated
with defamation for an article published 24 February 2007 on the busihembers of the public.

ness activities of Jalal Aliyev, an uncle of Azeri President Ilham Aliyev.

The article accused Aliyev of corruption and mishandling agri-businesCROATIA

Liyev issued the complaint on grounds that the article was “insulting to" )

his dignity”. The journalists’ supporters believe that the charges are polférief Detention

ically motivated. Held in Baku Prison. Their lawyer reported on 24 JuifyZeljko PERATOVIC: investigative journalist and blogger. Held for 20
2007 that they are living in cramped conditions with 28 other inmate$iours on 17 October 2007 in a police station in Zagreb. He says he was
with only 24 beds in the cell, requiring that they take turns to sleejnterrogated about alleged state secrets published on his blog. Computers
Release: Both Kabirli and Agazade were amongst the five journalist&nd other material was seized from his home which, by early November,
pardoned by the Azerbaijani President on 28 December 2007. had still not been returned.

Samir SADAGATOGL U, Rafiq TAGI (Taghizad): editor forSanat and

writer respectively. Arrested in November 2006 for an articlgaimat QYPRUS NORTH

entitled “Europe and Us” which suggested that Islam had hindere 4

progress in the development of Muslim states such as Azerbaijan. On ifgreatened

November, the Nasimi District Court in the Azerbaijan capital, Baktilbrahim AZ1Z: columnist for the newspap#éfrika. A Turkish Cypriot,
charged the two men under Article 283 of the Criminal Code wittAziz lives in southern Cyprus. He reported in November 2007 that, after
inciting national, racial and religious enmity and ordered to continue tpublishing an article on the death in detention in a prison in Northern
be held.Conviction: On 4 May 2007, Samir Sadagatoglu was sentence@yprus of a businessman held on criminal charges, he was threatened by
by the Sabail District Court in Baku to four years in prison and RafiRurkish Cypriot nationalists who wrote that if he returned to North
Tagi to three years. On 3 July 2007, their sentences were upheld @yprus, he would have “his legs and hands broken”.

appeal and 4 September 2007 they were upheld by the Appellate Cadteshe YASIN (f): journalist and author. Reportedly threatened by ultra-
Both were also subjected to death threats made by conservative Muslinationalists following publication of her novel that depicts a love affair
made more acute by the issuing of a fatwa by Grand Ayatollah Fazeétween a Greek Cypriot man and a Turkish Cypriot woman. She spoke
Lankarani, based in Iran, ordering that the two men be executed. Therfethese threats during a television interview in mid November 2007.
have been counter protests by Muslim groups in Azerbaijan stating

Sadagatoglu and Tagi have the right to express their views and voicing 51
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) brothers Makhonovsty” in which she analyses the events that led to a
On Trial violent dispute between members of the Chechen and Kazakh residents
Dogan HARMAN: editor in chief ofKibrisli newspaper on trial in in the Kaztkom and Malovodhoye villages in southern Kazakhstan in
January 2007 on charges of criminal defamation of a local businessm@aid-March and which claimed 5 lives. In the article she named those
for which he could have received a sentence and heavy fine. The chargé® initiated the conflict, linking them with leading government and
followed a series of articles investigating the activities of a businessménsiness figures. Others say that she has been receiving threats since
whom Harman claims carried out activities that resulted in financialome time before following a February 2007 article on dangerous
losses for local companies and public institutions. Harman criticised thveorking conditions in mines in Zhezkazgan, central Kazakhstan. A
attorney general for apparent lack of action in this case and called for palice investigation has been initiated. Omarshanova works under the
investigation. A defamation case against him was subsequently filedpan-name Zhabatktaikyzy. Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty reported
case of defamation under Criminal Code Cap. 154 which has since bdwar still missing as of August 2007.
repealed, and the law applied retroactively, clearing him of charges and
legal liability retroactively. However an appeal against the dismissal gfuspended Sentence
charges ahs been brought by the former attorney general to the Suprd¢@ziz TOGUZBAYEYV: journalist. Charged on 28 August 2006 with

Court which as of December 2007 was still reviewing the case. “insulting the honour and dignity of President Nursultan Nazarbayev”
under article 318 of the Criminal Code. The charges relate to an article

FRANCE published on the internet site www.kub.kz on 2 April 2006 entitled
. ) . . “Roman Catholic Pope and Astana Pope — Feel the difference”. He was

Brief detention: possible trial previously similarly charged with “insult” to the President in June 2006

*Guillaume DASQUI E: Journalist who specialises in defence and intelli-for an article entitled “Mafia Regime Shadows the Murders of Altunbek
gence issues and co-founder and editor of the political news websBarsenbayev”. On 26 October 2006, the Almaty prosecutor’s office
Géopolitique.com faces five-year sentence and a fine under Article 41&dered that Toguzbayev give a written undertaking not to leave the city
11 of France’s penal code for publishing state secrets. Dasquié was takemding the trial, and to desist from writing further “criminal articles”.
into police custody on 5 December 2007 and held for 48 hours (theial opened on 23 November 2006 before the Bostandyk District Court
maximum time a suspect can be kept in police custody in France) durimgAlmaty. On 22 January 2007, the Bostandyk District Court in the
which time strong pressure was put on him to reveal his sources of infaapital Almaty, sentenced Toguzbayez to a two year suspended prison
mation for an article published ibe Monde. The article, entitled term. If he were to repeat the offence, he could be required to serve the
‘September 11: the French had long known’ stated that French intelsentence. He plans to appeal and meanwhile continues to practice as ¢
gence services, the General Directorate of External Security (DGSEQurnalist.
had warned their U.S counterparts of a possible attack some eight months

before the events on 11 September 2001. The article contained exceleYRGYZSTAN

from DGSE files.

Killed
GEORGIA *Alisher SAIPOV: journalist, aged 26, of Uzbek ethnicity. Shot dead by
three bullets at close range by an unknown gunman in front of several
Case closed passers by on 24 October 2007 in the city centre of Osh, southern

Zaza DAVITAYA: publisher and editor ofisa. Reported that he is Kyrgyzstan close to the Uzbek border. Saipov was the editor of the inde-
among a number of supporters of the former state security minister Igoendent, Uzbek language newspajgypsat (Politics). He had also
Geogadze in Tiblisi on 2 September 2006 and now detained on chargearked for a number of publications including www.fergana.ru, \Voice of
of high treason and attempted coup. Some in Georgia believe thamerica and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. He also reported for the
Davitaya is in fact held for his publications. Case closed due to lack dbndon based Institute for War and Peace Repor@agkground:
further details.. Saipov was a well known journalist who had been outspoken in his criti-
cism of the Uzbek authorities, particular the country’s dire human rights
KAZAKHSTAN record. Among others, he covered the mass killings of citizens by Uzbek
o o soldiers in Andijon in May 2008 nvestigation: Early on Kyrgyz police
Killing: investigation said that Uzbek agents may have been involved in his murder. However a
*Saken TAUZHANOV: age 37. Journalist for the internet newspapesstatement on 31 October by a Kyrgyz Ministry of the Interior official
kub.kz. Died when run over by a truck in Almaty on 2 August 2007indicated that there was no evidence of this. Osh is known to have been
Colleagues suggest that this may not have been an ordinary road adtfiltrated by Uzbek security agents and there are reports that the Uzbek
dent, citing other suspicious deaths in traffic accidents of Kazakh disgxile community there have suffered threats and intimidation. Kyrgyz
dents. Tauzhanov had published articles that had been critical officers sealed his office, and seized computers and mobiles, it is said in

government official, including President Nazarbaev. an attempt to investigate Saipov’s contacts. However colleagues fear that
) sensitive information could be passed on to the Uzbek authorities,
Disappearance enabling them to identify Saipov’s sources .Furthermore, on 1 November

Oralgaisha ZHABAKTAIKYZY (Omarshanova) (f): age 39, reporter 2007, the CPJ expressed alarm that the Kyrgyz authorities had publicly
for Zakon | Pravosudia (Law and Justice) of which she headed the anti- stated that Saipov had links with the banned Uzbek Islamic groups, Hizb
corruption unit. Last seen 30 March 2007. Had received threats following-Tahrir and the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan, citing material

a 26 March report of her article “Bloody chaos, or who backs thallegedly found on his hard drive. His colleagues condemn this prelimi-



nary statement as unprofessional and biased, pointing out that Sai

would have been in touch with these groups in his professional capawONTENEG RO

as a reporteiDeath threats: In the months prior to his death, Saipov

reported receiving death threats and to being followed by unknowns./Aftacked

local state television station in Uzbekistan had also recently airedZazljko IVANOVIC: founder an director of the dailjesti. Reportedly
program in which Saipov was described as deliberately attempting $&t upon on 2 September 2007 in Podgorica and beaten by unknowns on
destabilise Uzbekistan through his reporting, and he had for sonhés way home in the early morning from a celebration marking thé 10
months been subject to an internet smear campaign from Uzbekistamniversary of his newspaper. It is said that the attack may be linked the
The Kyrgyz President Bakiyev has taken on direct responsibility folo newspaper’s critical reporting. An investigation into the attack has
resolving the murdefamily: Saipov was married. His first child was been launched.

born just three months before his death.

Facing Charges Po LAN D

Abdumalik SHARIPQOV: journalist. Charged alongside two membersSuspended sentence

of the local human rights organisation Justice, Valentina Tritsenko amdécek BRZUSZKIEWICZ: journalist forGazeta Wyborcza. Sentence
Mahamadzhana Abdushaparova, and Nargiza Turdiyeva, a privatesix months imprison suspected on charges of criminal defamation by a
citizen. Accused under Article 127 and 128 of the Criminal Code for acourt in Lublin, eastern Poland on 12 July 2007. Linked to an article in
article published in January 2006 entitled “Women are being beatewhich he allegedly libelled a judge in accusing him of corruption.

even those who are pregnant” publishedFiravo dlya vshe”. This

follows a complaint by a senior investigator of the interior departmenRUSSlA

Zhalabat region, who had been referred to in the article which reported oo o

on a statement made in January 2006 by Turdiyeva to the human righded: judicial investigation under way

organisation in which she claimed to have been beaten by the investigatoma Politkovskaya (f): leading journalist and author. Shot dead in the
who knew that she was pregnant at that time, and that specific threats kéglator in her apartment on 7 October 2006. A journalist who covered
been made against her. The hearings opened in June 2006 but were ghstwar in Chechnya, Politkovskaya had been receiving threats since
poned for health reasons. It was due to restart on 22 May 2007. PENLBO9 after she wrote articles claiming that the Russian armed forces had

seeking an update on the trial. committed human rights abuses in Chechnya. Despite these threats she
. ) continued to write and in 2003 publishédDirty War: A Russian
Brief detention Reporter in Chechnya. She was also a co-contributorA Small Corner

Aizada KUTUYEVA, Tolkun NAMATBAYEVA: Journalists with  of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya , published in 2003. Her most recent
agency 24.kg and Agence France Press respectively were arrested inltbek, published in 2006, wéitin’s War: Life in A Failing Democracy.
capital Bishkek while covering a demonstration against the outcome bf 2002 Politkovskaya was one of the few outsiders allowed into the
the parliamentary elections, despite showing their press IDs. They wdvtoscow theatre in an attempt to negotiate with Chechen rebels the

taken to the city’s Interior Department but later released. release of hundreds of hostages. In 2004, she fell seriously ill as she
attempted to fly to Beslan to cover the hostage crisis there, leading to
MONGOL'A speculation that she had been deliberately poisoned to stop her from
] reporting on the crisis. Politkovskaya was the winner of numerous inter-
Sentenced: non custodial national awards for her courage, including the 2004 Olaf Palme Award

*N. DEMBEREL: sentenced to four months in prison, converted to a finghat was set up by the family of the murdered Swedish prime minister.
on 31 August 2007 on charges of “defamation”. He had published arhe prize was given to Politkovskaya to honour her work for the “long
article critical of Mongolia’s president Enkhbayar and another membédrattle for human rights in Russid’hvestigation into murder: On 27
of parliament, repeating his comments on a television programmAugust 2007, the prosecutor general announced that ten suspects had
Demberel is a former chief of the Mongolian Cabinet media and publiseen arrested in connection with the murder including Chechen crimi-

relations office. nals, former and serving members of the Russian Federal Security
. Services and police forces. A statement that the killing had been master-
On trial minded by Russians living overseas, was greeted with some scepticism.

B. TSOGNEMEKH: reporter forZuuni Medee newspaper. Reported in  Questions surround the timing of the announcement (almost a year from
May 2007 to have been charged under Article 110.1 of the MongolidPolitkovskaya'’s death), reports that suspects had been beaten to confess
Criminal Code of insult carrying a maximum 3-month sentence, anand other irregularities. International monitors have voiced concerns
Article 111.2 of libel with a maximum 6-month sentence. Relates to artabout lack of transparency in the proceedings and conflicting statements
cles published in September 2006 and February and March 2007 that could undermine the investigatidswards: 2007 UNESCO World
which Tsognemekh writes about allegations of corruption against Rress Freedom Award.
member of parliament. The article refers to the MP as being “shameless”, .
a phrased deemed to be insult. PEN is seeking further information. _ Killed: Trial of suspects underway.
Paul KLEBNIKOV: age 41, editor of the Russian edition of the US
Forbes Magazine, and author. American journalist of Russian descent.
Shot dead in the evening of 12 July 2004 as he was leaving his office in
Moscow. In May 2004 Forbes had published a controversial list of 53
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Russia’s most wealthy people, notably the high number of billionaires. éntly linked to other articles. A few days earlier he had suffered an attack
is said that many billionaires prefer to remain anonymous, fearing thay unknown assailants on his way home. On 15 November the news-
they may become targets of President Putin’s campaign to increase tiaper distributors refused to allow any copies of that edition onto the
government’s role in the economy. Klebnikov is also the author afiewsstands, it is thought because the paper carried a number of articles
Godfather of the Kremlin: Boris Berezovsky and the Looting of Russia, critical of the police and in support of opposition demonstrations.
published in 2001. In 2003 he published a critical book in which thénother printing house refused to carry an edition with an article by
Chechen separatist leader Khozh Ahkmed Nukhayev is the subjeopposition leader Gary Kasparov. His colleagues see this as a campaign
Investigation: On 2 December 2004, four suspects were arrested iof harassment against Andrushchenko and his newspaper.

Minsk, Belarus. All are said members of the Chechen underworld. Two

of the four were extradited to Russia on 22 February 2005. On 20 Julfgin Case: suspended sentence

2005, the Russian Prosecutor General stated that the killing had begtanislav DMITRIEV SK|1: editor-in-chief ofPravo-zashchita (Rights
ordered by Chechen separatist leader Khozh Akhmed Nukhayev wiBefence), a monthly newspaper of the Russian-Chechen Friendship
had featured in Klebnikov’s 2003 bo@onversation with a Barbarian: Society (published in Nizhny Novgorod¥harges: Criminal investiga-
Interviews with Chechen Field Commander on Banditry and Islam. tions were initiated in January 2005 by the Federal Security Bureau on
Sources suggest that Klebnikov's murder could be linked to his investigeharges of attempting to overthrow the government for reports carried in
tion into the embezzlement of millions of dollars intended for Chechethe newspaper in March and April 2004 quoting Chechen rebel leaders,
reconstruction, the findings of which would have damaged the reputacluding the late Aslan Maskhadov, based in the UK and France, calling
tions of officials at Chechen and federal level. Other sources remdior peace talks. Moscow prosecutors see the statements as calling for the
sceptical. The suspects, Kazbek Dukuzov, Musa Vakhayev and tbeethrow of the government. On 2 September 2005 he was charged
accused gang leader Fail Sadretdinov were also charged with otherder Article 282 of the Russian Criminal Code for “actions aimed at
crimes including contract killings, extortion, robbery and of beingnciting hatred or hostility and at disparagement of either an individual or
members of a criminal gangrial: opened on 10 January 2006 and wasa group of people according to their gender, race nationality, background
conducted in a closed session at Moscow City Court, encouraging feaedigious beliefs as well as belonging to any social group that are
about the credibility of the verdict. Aleksandr Goredyev, deputy editor cfommitted publicly or though mass media outletS&ntence: On 3

the Russian edition ddewsweek reportedly spoke to Klebnikov after he February 2006 Dmitrievski was found guilty at the Soviet District Court
had been shot and said the mortally wounded editor told him twice thiat Nizhny Novgorod of “inciting interethnic hatred by using the mass
the gunman appeared to be an ethnic Russian, putting a question mawdia”. He received a two-year suspended sentence and a four-year
over the allegations that he was killed by Chechens. Dukuzov armtobation period. During this four-year period, Dmitrievski will have to
Vakhayev were acquitted on 5 May 2006 on grounds of insufficienbform the authorities as to any change of residence or travel plans and
evidence. Re-trial: Klebnikov’s family filed a complaint on 11 July will have to report regularly to the local authorities. Any violation of
2006, with the Supreme Court protesting the case’s handling in lowérese conditions or a further criminal conviction could result in him
courts. The family claims that a trial judge in the Moscow City Courbeing imprisoned for two years. His lawyers are appealing against the
had failed to release records of the closed trial on 5 May 2006. Tlentence. On 17 August 2007 the sentence was increased by the Nizhni
Prosecutor-General’s Office has yet to come forward with evidence in tiNovgorod District Court to make it that if at any time during his four
role of the Chechen separatist leader Khozh Ahkmed Nukhayev g&ars probationary period Dmitrievski commits two administrative
Klebnikov’s murder. He is allegedly the mastermind behind the killingoffences in any one year, his suspended sentence will be replaced by two
On 9 November 2006, the Russian Supreme Court overturned tiiears in prisonDevelopments: The Nizhny Novgorod court ordered that
acquittal of Dukuzov and Vakhayev and ordered a retrial. The groundise Society be closed because of Dmitrievski’s conviction in February
for this decision are not yet clear. In mid-march 2007, the start of t2007. Under new legislation, no person who has a conviction can head an
second trial against the two men accused of Klebnikov's murder wa$GO. On 28 April 2007, Dmitrievsky was briefly detained alongside llya
postponed after one of them, Dukuzov, went missing. Vakhayev, wH®hamanov of the Dront ecological organisation following a rally in
was present at the court, remains free on condition he does not ledNighny Novgorod.Honorary Member: American PEN

Moscow. Officials announced on 14 December 2007 that the re-trial o

would start on 17 December. The court spokesperson also said that khgestigation

public and press would not be able to attend the ‘top secret’ trial. It is ndinatoly SARDAYEV: editor in chief of the weeklyMordoviya

clear whether Dukuzov is still missing or now under arrest. Segodnya (Mordoviya Today) based in the city of Sransk, the capital of
. the Central Russian Republic of Mordoviya. Sentenced on 29 June 2007
Main Case of embezzlement and misuse of funds when he was head of the

*Nikolai ANDRUSHCHENKO: co founder of the weeklyNovy Mordoviya postal service in 2004. Given '& year sentence, and a fine
Peterburg. Sentenced 24 November 2007 to two months pre trial detef around US$ 4,000. However colleagues and press freedom monitors
tion following his arrest the previous day on charges of obstructingre concerned that the sentence may be a means of punishing his news
police and defamation. The reason for his detention is his reporting orpaper for critical reports on the local authorities. They point to a number
murder investigation and trial in 2006 in which police officials wereof instances since early 2004 when Sardayev and others working for his
allegedly criticized. He faces up to six years in prison. His colleagugsmper have been harassed and charged on what they claim to be spuriou:
believe that the real reason for Andrushchenko’s arrest is his criticgtounds. PEN is seeking clarification of this case.
coverage of local authorities and his newspaper’s support for the opposi- .
tion in the run up to the December 2007 parliamentary elections. On £ trial
November, police raided his home on further defamation charges app#&itadimir CHUGUNOV: journalist forNovaya Gazeta. Chugunov also



produces @ugunka, a publication from his home in Solnechnogorsk, 40prosecutor’s office in Khakassia had injured a child in a traffic accident
miles north of Moscow, where he lives. Arrested on 21 January 2007.0uit had avoided liability. Afanssiev later acknowledged that the person
is reported that he was initially held as a witness to a robbery and thatfesponsible for the accident had hidden his identity and claimed to be a
was charged under Article 30 of the Criminal Code (planning/attemptdeublic Prosecutor’'s Office employee. Afassiev says that he had issued a
criminal activity) and Article 158 (theft). These charges are now said tpersonal apology to the person concerned that was also published in the
have been changed to “threat to murder or cause serious damageaper and thought that the case had been resolved. On 21 June 2007 he
health”. Chugunov was subsequently sent to a psychiatric institution irveas convicted as charged and ordered to pay a fine and publish a retrac-
nearby village. He was freed on 27 May 2007 with no explanation. Hion. Attacked: Reportedly set upon on 16 June 2007 by unknown men
told CPJ that he had been administered unknown medication and habo claimed to be police officers. He was reportedly beaten unconscious
undergone a 10-day hungerstrike against his imprisonment. The chargesl robbed of his mobile and identity papers. He has complained that
against him are still pendin@ther details: It is reported that manu- police refuse to investigate the incidefther cases Arrested on 9
scripts and copies @hugunka were seized during a search of his homeDecember 2004 as he attempted to travel to Moscow to pick up the
adding to concerns that he is being held for his reporting. Chugunov h@tastnost Defence Foundation’s Sakharov Prize. Afanssiev is known for
suffered attacks for his writings in the past, including in 2002 whehis investigative reporting which have already brought ten defamation
attackers broke his right hand saying “Here you go now, writer, write i€harges against him since 2005.
you can!”. In January 2005, the municipal printing house refused t@leb IVANQOV: editor of the Astrakhan opposition weekiiakt |
continue to prinChugunka and since then had produced the paper fronKompromat. Has three charges pending against him which colleagues
his home. He is the winner of the 2002 Sakharov Prize for Freedom bélieve form a pattern of harassment aimed at stopping reporting on ille-
Thought. PEN RAN 20/07. gality within the Astrakhan law enforcement agenclgs: case of fraud
Viktor SHMAKQV: editor in chief of the opposition newspaper closed in 2000 due to lack of evidence has reportedly been re-oggned.
Provintsalnye \esti (Provincial News) in Ufa, capital of the eastern state charges relating to a brawl in which colleagues say Ivanov was framed
of Bashkortosan. Trial started on 21 March 2007 on charges afhd which was closed in 2006, has also been re-op8hkbel action
extremism for which he could be sentenced to 5 years in prison. Thaken on 17 March 2007 brought by a local government official against
charges relate to two articles published in April 2006 criticising corruphvanov’s article on allegations made by one of her employees of sexual
tion and human rights abuses in the region, calling for the resignation lshrassment. The man had sent a statement to the newspaper with his
the state president Murtaza Rakhimov. The author of the articles iscamplaint. The statement was published and also sent by the paper, on
local opposition leader, Airat Dilmkhameytov, also charged. Shmakothe author’s request, to the prosecutor’s office. The author was subse-
was also arrested in April 2006 and given a two month sentence, alsogurently accused of slander, but the case against him was closed. However
charges of extremism. PEN is seeking an update to Shmakov's trial. the case against the newspaper continues. A hearing due on 19 March
. ) o 2007 was postponed as Ivanov had broken his leg a day earlier. PEN is
Brief detention — psychiatric seeking an update.
*Laris ARAP (F): journalist and member of the opposition United Civil .
Front. Forcibly held in psychiatric detention centre in Murmansk from #on custodial sentence
July to 20 August 2007. This followed the publication of an article ByGeorgy PIROGOV: former chairman of the Republic of Mariy El (on
Arap criticising the city’s psychiatric hospitals, including reporting onthe Finno-Russian border) Journalists’ Union. Sentenced to six months
violence by staff against patients, rape and child abuse. Reportediyprison suspended for defamation of the Mariy El President Leonid
arrested when she went to one of the hospitals to interview staff, and itN&rkelov. Relates to a speech made at a rally in August 2006 in which he
thought that the arrest may be linked to an article which had been partaiticised the then head of the regional administration. He was accused of
ularly critical of that hospital. This view is reinforced by the reaction of &damaging ghte honour and the dignity of the President”. The sentence
duty doctor when Arap’s husband and daughter came to the hospital. as upheld on 9 August 2007.
family was denied information on the reasons for Arap’s incarceration,
even though they have the right to be informed. According to reportdudicial Concern
Arap has spent time in psychiatric care in the past, but that this arrest vigris STOMAKHIN: contributor toRadikalnaya Politika and the
unwarranted. The hospital administration denied that Arap was held f@hechen rebel-run website Kav-Kaz Centre. Sentenced to five years in

political reasons. prison on charges of inciting ethnic hatred and supporting terrorism on
. 20 November 2006. Prosecuting authorities state that his articles called
Sentenced: non custodial/attacked for “destroying of the Russian people as a nation”. He has been impris-

Mikhail AFANSSIEV (Afanasyev): journalist for the website ‘Noviy oned since his arrest on 22 March 2006 when he fell from a Moscow
Focus’ based in the city of Abakan in the autonomous region Khakassisindow in an attempt to escape police. It is thought he suffered a frac-
In September 2007 was threatened with imprisonment ostensibly ¢mred spine and damage to his knee. He was first held in a prison in
charges of traffic violations after being fined on three separate counts fdoscow, then transferred on 25 June 2007 to another in Nizhny
similar offences. Local civil rights organisations point out that he haklovgorod, some 400 km from the capital. The charges relate to an article
been similarly prosecuted on minor offences earlier in 2007 and beliepeiblished in 2003 following a complaint that the newspaper was
that this is a campaign of harassment in retaliation for Afanssievjsublished by “Chechen radicals”. Stomakhin fled Moscow but returned
reporting on disputes between the government, police and judiciary @iter an unsuccessful appeal for asylum in UkreieN Position: PEN

the Khakasiya regionPrevious concerns: On 11 November 2006, understands that many of the articles do call for violence and justify
Afanssiev was charged with defamation for an article on his web siterrorist acts such as the seizure of the theatre in Moscow in late 2003.
published in September 2006 suggesting that an officer of the pubBtomakhin, in his defence, states that his comments were simply of56-
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ions and not calls for action. PEN notes that while Stomakhin’s views as
clearly in breach of the organisation’s commitments to non-violenc PAIN
there are concerns that the sentence is overly heavy and inappropriate to

the crime. On 19 December 2007 the sentences were announced against over 60
o ) people accused on charges of terrorism for their alleged support and
Released - psychiatric detention activities for the Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA) a Basgue terrorist group,

Andrei NOVIKOV: journalist and on-line reporter for Chechenpresswhich concluded with 47 convictions of between two and twenty yearsin
was released on 6 December 2007 after having been held against his prilson. Among them are a number of journalists and writers, including
in a psychiatric hospital since February 2007. Novikov was arrested orttose working for the Basque newspaper ‘Egin’. The trial itself took
December 2006 and charged with ‘publicly inciting constitutionalplace between November 2005 and March 2007 and are based on an 8-
change by means of force’ (article 280 of the criminal code). The chargear inquiry carried out by Baltasar Garzon, a leading member of
was based on two emails he sent to local newspapers. After being h&mhin's anti-terrorism group. The convictions relate to a number of
for a few months and then released Novikov was admitted into Rybinskfferent cases that were brought together for trial in one court. (The
psychiatric hospital in February 2007 after being examined by a psycligunkaria case, see below, was originally among this group, but subse-
atric commission. An independent commission met in November 20Gjuently tried separately). Garzon concluded that ETA was formed not
and concluded that there were no grounds for keeping him in psychiatonly of armed cells, but also through a network of political, financial and
detention. This decision was confirmed by the court in December 200mMedia groups. Some of the defendants were detained following the
Novikov is a vocal against the Chechen war and has also previousgntencings, and others freed pending appeal. There are concerns that
written statements condemning the arrest of the journalist Borisome of those convictions may be in breach of international standards

Stomakhin (see above). safeguarding theright to freedom of expression and association. Amnesty
International has stated that it believes that there may be prisoners of
Case closed conscience among this group, and as of December 2007, was still

Elina ERSENOYEVA (f): Grozny correspondent for the independentresearching the legal documentation that led to the decision. The cases
weekly Chechenskoye Obshchestvo (Chechen Society) produced in listed below are those that have been brought to International PEN's
Ingushetia that borders Chechnya. CPJ reported that on 20 August 20&t6ention as possibly being among those wrongly convicted. It is seeking
she was seized by man wearing camouflage along with her aunt who vesarification of the charges to enable it to hold an informed opinion on
released a few hours later. She was allowed by her captors to telephtimese concerns
her mother later that evening but since then no more has been heard from = )
her and her mobile phone has been switched off. According to CPJ, thtyestigation: detained
days before she was seized, Ersenoyeva had sent a letter to*Tieeesa TODA (f): journalist and sub-editor fdggin that was forcibly
International Helsinki Foundation and the Russian human rights orgaralosed in 1998 by a court order, which was subsequently lifted in 1999.
zation Demos saying that since March 2006, she and her family had beegin was accused of printing coded messages for ETA and thus
suffering harassment from members of the Kadyrovsty, members ofsapporting “terrorism”. Salutregi was charted alongside Teresa Toda and
security force led by the Chechen Prime Minister Ramzan Kadyrov. THe& admin staff of the newspaper. Toda was arrested on 19 September
editor of Chechenskoye Obshchestvo (Chechen Society) said he had no 1998 and feed on bail of 6000 that daghe received &en year
indication of the reason for her abduction, and that she had reported sntence on 19 December 2007 and was imprisoned on conviction of co-
social issues, refugees and, most recently, on the state of prisonsoperating with an armed organisation. She remained detained as of 31
Grozny. Later reports state that Ersenoyeva had been secretly married&cember 2007. Teresa Toda is a Board Member of the Basque PEN
Shamil Basayev, the Chechen separatist leader killed by Russian for€&antre.
in July 2006. Radio Free Europe questions whether her reporting was )
behind her abduction which may be linked to her marriage. Governmeftee on bail
response: In response to a question from the United Nations Spetsabino ORMAZABAL: writer, journalist, ecologist and campaigner.
Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression, in October 2006, the RussiAnrest and charges: Arrested in October 2000 under Article 576.1 of
authorities confirm that Ersenoyeva has written “about 12 articles abotlte Penal Code for “collaboration with a criminal organisation”.
social issues such as the disabled and refugees while working formazébal is a member of the Joxemi Zumalabe Foundation, which
Chechen Society and her published work contained nothing controversiasupports various Basque social and cultural movements. The Foundation
or critical”. It added that criminal proceedings are under way underas accused of collaborating with Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (ETA), a
Article 126 of the Criminal Code by the Zavod district prosecutor ircharge they consistently deny. Ormazabal was detained for seven months
Grozny. A second letter dated 24 November 2006 added that an investird released May 200Trial: On 30 November 2007 Ormazabal was
gation into reports that Ersenoyeva had been threatened by secustyested a second time. He was released on bail and sentenced to nine
forces before her abduction because of her marriage to Basayev and hedr's imprisonment in December 2007. In an interview Rithlico on
appealed to the authorities for protection. The letter stated tha6 December 2007 Ormazabal said that he intends to appeal before the
Ersenoyeva’s mother said they had not had threats since the marriaapreme Court and the Constitutional Court. He added that while on bail
and although the FSB had visited Ersenoyeva for questioning, that thieg would continue in his work towards non- violent dialogue and co-
had no complaints. The letter adds that Ersenoyeva’s aunt, who was atgreration to reach peace and social justRazkground: Ormazabal
interviewed, reportedly said that she had not told of any threats. Cas@s editor of the environmental suppleméngurugiroa, of the news-
closed due to lack of further details paperEgin. He is also author oflapa (inacabado) del sufrimiento,

which charts the violence, and freedom of expression restrictions in the



Basque Country since 1968. He regularly campaigns for peace and Banshanbe Court upheld the 25 August ruling by the Firdavsi District
end to violence. Amnesty International refers to a statement b@ourt against Bokizoda following an appeal filed by the editoNerfui
Ormabazal in which he clearly states that he had never collaborated wailikihan. Case closed. Presumed no longer detained.
ETA and abhors the organisation for its violence. In his interview with
Publico he says his arrest and imprisonment was “Kafkaesque” becau?U RKEY
not only is he against ETA but also, he is against violence. )

*Javier SALUTREGI: sub-editor forEgin, that was forcibly closed in  Killed
1998 by a court order, which was subsequently lifted in 1B§.was  Hrant DINK: editor of the Armenian language Agos magazine. Killed
accused of printing coded messages for ETA and thus supportiogtside his office in Istanbul by an assassin on 19 January 2007. His
"terrorism". Salutregi was charted alongside Teresa Toda and 15 admmiurder sparked mass marches with protestors carrying banners saying
staff of the newspaper. Salutregi was Arrested on 22 July 1998 and fre&tle are all Armenians”, "We are all Hrant Dink" and "301 Murderer".
on 150,000 bail on 20 Nember 1998,aduced to 6000 in December Dink was one of the few persons to be convicted under Article 301 of the
1999. He received a 12- year sentence on 19 December 2007 on chaResal Code, accused of "insulting Turkishness" for his writings on the
of membership of an armed organisation. PEN seeking confirmation asAomenian issue. In October 2005 he was given a six month suspended

whether he is free pending appeal. 2007. sentence for a 2004 article entitled "The Armenian Identity". Two other
) "301" cases were levied and, as of February 2006, were still ongoing
On Trial against him and his co-defendants — see below. Dink’s murder has

Xabier ALEGRIA, Txema AUZMENDI, Martxelo OTAMENDI, sparked debate on revision or repeal of Article 301, which many believe
Juan Mari TORREALDAI Ifiaki URIA, and Pello ZUBIRIA: in marked Dink out as a target for ultra nationali3isreats: Following
February 2003, a number of journalists and others associated with thenk's murder it has been revealed that he had informed and warned the
Basque language newspaper ‘Euskaldunon Egunkaria’ were arrestediirthorities about the plans to kill him but was not taken seriously. Agos
February 2003 under anti-terror legislation and subsequently freed waiter Aydin Engin revealed that Hrant Dink was warned by someone he
face trial under accusation of being financed and directed by Euskadiffad not met before in 2004 in the office of deputy governor of Istanbul,
Askatasuna (ETA) a Basque terrorist group, and used by the organisatayout what might happen to him if he continued to write in the same way.
for money laundering. There was widespread condemnation of tH&ink’s trial were attended by ultra nationalist groups. Dink wrote in his
charges as being without foundation. A number of those arrested claimiedt aticle in Agos on 19 January that "he was psychologicaly tortured":
to have been ill-treated while in custody. " The trials against seven of thEascists attack me in the corridors of the justice halls, throwing racist
detainees opened on 13 February 2006 yet on 14 December 2006 itisults ... They insult me with placards. Phone calls and threat lettesr
Public Prosecutor’s Office requested the First Section of the Criminakve piled up over months. " Following the murder, a number of other
Division of the Spanish National Court to drop the case againstriters and journalists were allegedly put on extremist "death lists" and
Euskaldunon Egunkaria, arguing that the indictment was "very wealglaced under police protectionnvestigation: Ogun Samast, was
and "insufficient" to prove a link between the newspaper and ETA. Tharested on accusation of manslaughter, affiliation to an armed group and
Attorney General has also now retracted the original view thatlegal firearms. In March 2007 it was reported that 30 people had been
Euskaldunon Egunkaria formed "part of a violent organisation”, and noimterrogated in connection with Dink’s murder, 11 of whom were subse-
asserts that "there is no indication that the newspaper [nor] the accuspeently arrested. An investigation was also initiated into accusations of
have either complemented or lent their political support to the actions" aegligence following claims that police had been warned several times
ETA. The Public Prosecutor’s case against the newspaper was clostitht Dink was in danger. Also under investigation is the broadcast of
However a private prosecution still stands, with a hearing set fomages shortly after Dink’s death of police standing alongside Samast,
February 2008. There has not been any instruction to reverse the orgesing in a congratulatory mannerial: Trial against the alleged killers
that the newspaper be closedll are Honorary Members of the  will opened on 2 July 2007. At this hearing a 31-page indictment was

English PEN Centre read that concluded that police and army officers who had praised the
crime had not been involved in the murder and thus would not stand trial.

TAJ | KISTAN Dink’s lawyers protested their exclusion, and that those who had praised
the murder would be tried separately for disciplinary offences. The

Case closed indictment called for a life sentence Erhan Tuncel for ordering the

Mukhtor BOKIZODA: editor-in-chief of the weekl\Nerui Sukihan murder as well as being a member of an armed organisation, including
(Power of the Word) — now closed. Also chairman of the Foundation fadhe bombing of a MacDonald’s restaurant in 2004. Also accused is Yasin
the Memory and Protection of Journalists, a press freedom organisatidtayal, for whom a life sentence is also being demanded. Ogun Samast
He is accused of theft of electricity for the Foundation’s printing housdaces a sentence of 18-24 years as he is under 18 years old. Two others,
He was sentenced on 25 August 2005 to two years corrective laboulalis Egemen and Yasar Cihan, members of a nationalist party, face 10
fine of 1,500 Tajik somoni (US$500) and to forfeit 20% of his salary. Thgear sentences. Five others face life sentences, and a further eight on
Committee to Protect Journalists report that supporters believe that ttiearges of terrorist activities with sentences ranging from 6 months to ten
case has been fabricated as a means of penalising him for his work years.Second hearing: Held 1 October 2007 — adjourned to 11 February
Nerui Shhan which has been shut down four times since its founding ir2008.

2003 ostensibly for fiscal reasons, most recently in early July 2005. The |

newspaper had regularly reported on allegations of corruption. There/¥&in Case

also a belief that the newspaper was forced to close to stop it reportingMrehmet BAKIR: journalist and editor in chief dbiney magazine.
presidential elections planned in 2006. On 27 November 2005 ti&entenced to two and a half years in prison on 12 February 2007 ur&@r
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Article 7 of the Anti Terror Law. (Plus a fine of 1.666 Turkish Lira, and/nvestigation cases
deprivation of public rights and ban on travelling abroad) He wa ) . .
sentenced along with seven others, all members of the Bolshevik Pai- following cases have been brought to the attention of International
(North Kurdistan/Turkey). Amnesty International, which considers therfy EN &S being possible violations of the right to freedom of expression.

to be prisoners of conscience, describes the group as a "small, ndfst are thought to be detained. PEN is seeking further informationinto
violent opposition party”. Arrested 9-10 July 2002, the men are accus&if charges against themto enable it to come to an informed opinion on

of "membership of an illegal organisation”. Concern surrounds the bas@fether their detentions comply with international human rights stan-

on statements said to have been extracted under torture. A case agdiAS. |t hasfurther concerns about thetrial process, notably that defen-

four police officers accused of torturing one of the defendants is st{idNts can be held for months, in some cases over a year, without being
under way. The trial has been controversial, with two retrials being heltiformed of the reasons for their arrest. It should be noted that PEN is

and two previous decisions by the court of appeal to quash the verdictsS§periencing some difficulty in confirming the detention of some of those

the lower courts. This case has been subject to widespread controvers/§#d below, asindicated.

Turkey. Bakir was finally detained on 18 December 2007 and held iBarisACIKEL: license owner and the responsible editor of a periodical

Tekirdag Prison. Devrim Yolunda Isci, Koyli (Worker and Peasent on the Way of

. ) Revolution). Found guilty for 12 crimes under the former Penal Code
Main case - free on bail article 159, the new penal code article 301, article 216 (inciting hatred
Leyla Zana (f): and hostility among the people) and Anti-Terror Law articles 5; 6/1; 7/2

Profession: politician, Kurdish rights activist and former journalist. and 8/2. Held in an F-type prison in Kandira in December 2007. PEN is
DoB: 1961Imprisoned: 8 December 1998entence: 15-years for pro-  seeking further information.
Kurdish rights activism. Additional two years for an article written inlbrahim CICEK, Bayram NAMAZ, Hasan COSAR, Sedat
prison.Free pending re-trial. SENOGLU, Ziya ULUSOY: editor in chief, journalist, journalist, jour-
Trial Details: 1) At her inauguration as an MP in 1991, Zana identifiechalist, deputy editor and journalist respectively for the newspatgen:
herself as a Kurd by wearing a headband with the traditional Kurdishrrested under Article 6 of the Anti Terror Law on 10 September 2006.
colours of yellow, green and red. These actions, and many of her publidal proceedings against them opened on 13 April 2007. Accused of
statements and actions of solidarity with the Kurds might well have led tmeing members of the Marxist Leninist Communist Party (MKLP)
charges being pressed against her, but she was for a time protected bydeemed to be a terrorist organisation. Concerns centre on the non-disclo-
parliamentary immunity. However, in 1994, after she and three othsure by the authorities of the reasons for their arrest. The first trial itself
Kurdish MPS joined the newly formed Democracy Party, which wasvas marked by clashes between supporters and police, during which tear
banned by the authorities, her immunity was lifted, the four politiciangas was used. Also among those detain€dissin Erdogan (f) a radio
were arrested. They were accused of treason and promptly jailgdurnalist. At a hearing held on 26 October 2007 at the Istanbul 10th
Originally charged with treason, the charge was soon dropped, but sHeavy Penal Court, there were protests when it was announced that all the
was instead charged with membership of the illegal armed Kurdistatefendants in this case would continue to be held in pre-trial detention
Workers’ Party (PKK). Prosecutors at her trial relied on testimonieantil at least the next trial hearing scheduled for 28 February 2008, which
from witnesses who were themselves facing prosecution, and who lateould mean that they will have been held for 18 months without trial.
retracted their statements, claiming that they had been extracted un@éeir lawyers also complained that they had not received the evidence
torture. Zana was found guilty and sentenced to a 15-year term. &yainst their clients, as the information on them had been classified as
Sentenced in 1998 to an additional 2 years for an article published secret.Ozge KELEKCI, arrested in this case, no longer referred to on
prison. The article, which does not advocate violence or racial hatrelists of detainees by end of 2007. Presumed no longer in prison.
was about Nevruz, a Kurdish holid#ppeal Process: Appeal process Mustafa GOK: journalist forEkmek ve Adelet magazine. Arrested 15
opened in late 2003 and several hearings held until 21 April 2004 whérbruary 2006 and detained under Anti Terror legislation as of May 2007
the sentences were confirmed. However, on 9 June 2004, all four defem-the charge of "membership of an illegal terrorist organisation”. Gok is
dants were freed on bail. The retrial opened in December 2004 and theharged under Anti Terror Law Article 7 and is still in Sincan F Type
have been numerous hearings since. The re-trial hearings continuerison.
Journalism and writing: worked in the 1990s for the now defuivehi *Erdal GULER: ex-editor of Revolutionary Democracy Newspaper
Ulke (New Country) at its Diyarbakir office, and specialising in femi-(Devrimic Demokrasi Gazetes) Arrested on 25 December 2007. Gliler is
nism, democracy and Kurdish issues. During her time in prison, her wrigaid to have had an arrest warrant against him and to have been taken tc
ings have been collected and published in English by Blue Crane Boolgayrampasa prison. Guler is charged with "propaganda for an illegal
Massachusetts, USA, under the titféritings from Prison. Other organisation".
details: first Kurdish woman elected to the Turkish parliament. In 1995Mehmet KARAASLAN, ALl BULUS: journalists for Gundem
Zana won the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought. In July 2001 tit&dgenda) newspaper arrested during a raid on their Mersin offices on19
European Court of Human Rights ruled that her trial had been unfaipril 2007. Detained in E-type Prison in Mersin E in December 2007.
Further charges levied against her in November 2007 for a speech madeBulus and Mehmet Karaaslan are charged with 'membership to an
at a rally said to incite hatred (Article 216) in which Zana called for dlegal organisation' and 'making propaganda for the organisation’ (ATL
Kurdish province to be set up, and for a generally amnesty. Amnesgyticles 6 and 7). The indictment was prepared seven months after their
International Prisoner of Conscienddonorary Member: PEN USA,  arrest. Two reporters will appear on their first hearing on 14 January
San Miguel De Allende, Scottish, Writers in Exile and English PEN2008 in Adana High Criminal Court Num. 7.
Centres. Hatice DUMAN: all referred to as journalists working fétilim as

being detained as of May 2007 under Anti-Terror Laws. Arrested with a



number of others, since released, on the charge of "being members of Raelikal. Belge is a renowned academic, intellectual, literary critic and
Marxist Leninist Communist Party (MLKP)". Hatice Duman is still in civil rights activist.Koru is editor ofYeni Safak. Belge and Berkan were
Gebze Special Type Prison. Hearing set before the Istanbul Highed and then acquitted of charges under article 301 in early 2006. They
Criminal Court with special powers Num.9, on 3 April 2008. were accused for their criticism of a court decision to ban a conference
Behdin TUNGC, Ali BULUS, Faysal TUNGC: journalists for the DIHA  on Armenia in 2005.
newsagency arrested between February and April 2007 and detained
under Anti Terror legislation. Faysal and Behdin Tung are charged wifan Trial/Charged (not detained)

"voluntarily and knowingly helping an illegal organisation". An Harun AKSOY, Nuri AYKON: editor in chief and owner respectively of
employee of Firat Distribution Sabri Adanir is charged with ‘helping théhe daily Vakit. Trial opened on 13 June 2006 on charges of making
organisation’ (ATL) and was asked to be imprisoned for 10 years. rimhembers of the Highest Court of Administration as targets of attacks by
opened on 10 September 2006 at the Van Heavy Penal Court. Evidencilégal organisations, insulting the judiciary, judges and prosecutors. The
said to be based on files downloaded from the internet and books seiresvspaper had published on 13 February 2006 a photograph of members
from their homes..They remain detained in Diyarbakir D Type prison asf the court who had signed a petition supporting the ban against head-
of December 2007. scarves under the title "These are those members". The article has appar-

*Lutfu URPER: owner and managing editor @iindem. Reportedly  ently been linked to the subsequent 17 May 2006 murder of a judge and
sentenced to one year in prison on 26 October 2007 by the Istanbubunding of four others. On 28 September 2006 the Bagcilar Penal Court

Heavy Penal Court No 11 on charges under Article 6/2 — Law oaf First Instance ordered that the case be transferred to a specialised high
Terrorism for an article published 25 August 2007 quoting Abdullatcourt set up to try cases under the anti-terror legislation. However it
Ocalan, detained PKK leader. Giindem’s lawyer Ozcan Kilig appealeddered that other offences relating to insult to the judiciary would remain
the sentence. The case is before the appeal court. There have been 7 atheer its remit. Hearing held on 31 May 2007 postponed to a later date.
cases against Litfil Urper over newsreports he publishe@iimem.  Arif ASLAN, Mustafa SEVEN: editor Batman Cagdas and editor
under Anti-Terror Law (ATL) articles 6 and 7, and Penal Code articleBatman Postasi respectively. Arrested along wiBatman Cagdas owner
215 and 216. Nedim Arslan andBatman Postasi ownerKemal Celik on 1 November
Erol ZAVAR: referred to as a journalist f@dak. Reportedly sentenced 2006. Under investigation for possible charges under Article 288 of the
at the Ankara State Security Court No 2 on 27 June 2001 and senten&ahal Code for "influencing the course of justice" and Article 301/2
to death under Article 146/1 of the Criminal Code for "attempting as ‘ansult to the military and police" for articles on an incident in which an
member of the illegal resistance movement, and in accordance with thé-year old girl died when security services fired on a car in which two
aims thereof, to overthrow the existing constitutional order by force'members of the banned Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) were believed to
Sentenced reduced to life imprisonment. Claims to have been torturdsk travelling. The articles questioned the investigation into the death and
Subject of a support campaign who are campaigning for him to receiveported on concerns about police conduct and the way the investigation
proper treatment for bladder cancer, asthma and other problems. Saidhéal been carried out based on reports from the girl’s family and human
have written a book of poetry in prison. His lawyers have demanded hights groups. PEN is seeking an update.
release on health grounds on a number of occasions, yet all applicatiange AYAR (f): former journalist foMilliyet and now on the Kanal 1
were rejected. Zavar has serious health problems and campaigns "EFf®l newsdesk. Trial hearing held on 21 September 2006 for articles
Zavar’s Right to Live" continues. See www.erolzavar.com (in Englishpublished in November 2005 and January 2006 on the release of defen-

for documents and information on Zavar. dants accused of the murder of public prosecutor Unal Canpolat.
Accused under Article 19 of the Press Law (influencing an ongoing trial).
Death Threats Last hearing held on 19 December 2006 adjourned to a later date.

*Turker ALKAN: journalist forRadikal wrote in an article in August Various courts decided on non-jurisdiction, and the case is before the
2007 that since the July general elections, he has started to receive threligh Court which will decide how to proceed.
ening emails purportedly from a police officer calling him a traitor andEmin BAL: journalist for the local newspapé&irnak and the national
threatening to shoot him. Dogan newsagency, 1) went on trial on 22 February 2007 on charges of

*Prof Taner AKCAM: Professor of History at Minnesota University in "deprecation” of a police officer whom he accuses of having beaten him
the USA. Not resident in Turkey. Reported in August 2007 fearing for hiafter he refused to act as an informer. Bal claims that he was set upon by
life after receiving numerous emails threatening that he would be killegolice in November 2006, resulting in injuries leading to a medical
He links the threats to his articles and recently published book thdisability report of 6 days. Police claim that he himself set upon three
explicitly refers to the Armenian genocide. (See on trial below) officers, causing them injuries leading them to be laid off work for 7
Etyan MAHCUPYAN, Orhan PAMUK, Ahmet HAKAN, Elif seven days. The next hearing is set for 6 March 2008 before Beytilissebap
SHAFAK (f), Ismet BERKAN, Soli OZEL, Murat BELGE, and Criminal Court of First Instance. 2) In November 2007 he was further
Fehmi KORU: among a number of writers and journalists placed undecharged under Article 278 of the Penal Code for not reporting a crime
police protection following death threats issued in the wake of thehen he did not inform the authorities of "criminal slogans" shouted by
murder of Hrant Dink (see aboveylahcupyan, formerly with the participants in a funeral of a PKK guerrilla that he was filing. He was
Zaman newspaper, succeeded Dink as editorAgbs. Nobel Prize acquitted of this charge in January 2008. 3) Bal was prosecuted for
LaureatePamuk, whose case under Article 301, was formally closed irfailing to inform the authorities about the chanting of illegal slogans at a
July 2007, has since left to take up a post in the W&kan is the editor  funeral of a PKK member, which Bal followed as a reporter. Bal told the
of Hurriyet newspaperShafak is a novelist acquitted of charges undercourt he had not heard the slogans. Prosecution service wrote another
Article 301 in September 200€zel is a Professor of International indictment charging him with perjury. (TPC 272) Bal to appear before
Relations and contributor to various publicatioBstkan is editor of  the Beytlissebap Criminal Court on 29 January 2008. 59



Neval BARLAS, EnisMazhar TAYMAN: editor-in-chief and correspon- Faruk CAKIR: editor in chief ofYeni Asya. 1) Case opened in October
dent for the weekly journdlempo had a hearing before the Bagcilar Court 2007 under Article 11 of the Press Code and Article 285/1-3 of the Penal
of First Instance on 8 June 2006 on charges of insult to Turkishne€ode for two articles — a) "Council of State to Expand Case" and b)
(Article 301), and provoking people to violate the law by means of th&investigation of Council fo State is Being Expanded". Articles suggest a
media (Article 217 and 218 of the Penal Code) for an interview publishdthk between a May 2006 shooting at the Council of State in Ankara
in their newspaper on 2 December 2005 entitled "I would have torn thathere a judge was killed and others wounded, to an arms cache found in
identity” with Ibrahim Guclu, former chairman of the Freedoms Party a home in Istanbul. The articles are said to breach secrecy required
and KURD-DER spokesman. In it Guclu refers to Turkey having occupiedround the case. The date of hearing in Criminal Court of First Instance
"Northern Kurdistan" in the south east of Turkey and speaks of destroyilddum. 2 due on 6 December 2007 was changed due to the closure of
his Turkish identity card. The trial was launched in March 2006. The twBagcilar Justice Hall. Bakirkdy Justice Hall will handle the trial. The
men face up to six years in prison. As of December 2007, the case wdete of hearing is not known.
before the High Court for a decision on which court would handle the triaRbdurrahman DILIPAK: editor and rights activist. (1) On 15 June
*Prof. Oran BASKIN, Prof Ibrahim KABOGLU: both professors at 2004, continued at the Military Court in Istanbul. Charges had been insti-
Istanbul’'s Bosphorous University respectively committee member argated by three retired military officers for an article entitled "If the
former head of the Human Rights Advisory Board of the Priméenerals do not listen to advice" published on 29 August 2003, under
Minister’'s office. On trial since 2006 on charges under Articles 30Article 95/4 of the Military Penal Code. Dilipak did not attend the
(insult) and 216 (inciting hatred and hostility) for the publication writterhearing, stating that the trial was in contravention of the European
by BaskinMinority Rights Report which fell foul of the law by referring Convention on Human Rights. The military court concluded that it was
to "people from Turkey" rather than "Turks". Amnesty Internationahot appropriate for it to be trying the case and referred it to the Bakirkdy
quotes Baskin as saying of the case "The report | authored was nothidgnal Court. The case was subsequently returned to the Istanbul military
more than an academic contribution to the fight to improve human rightsurt and a series of hearings were held through 2005 and 2006. Hasdal
as part of my role at [HRAB]. The charges against me are ludicrous. Myilitary Court transferred the matter to Bakirkoy Penal Court on the
freedom of expression is being ambushed for strategic reasons." They basis of non-jurisdiction. PEN is seeking an update. (2) On 11 October
being tried by the Ankara Court of First Instancérial details: 2005, hearing held at the Bagcilar Penal Court of First Instance No 2
Acquitted by the Ankara 28th Penal Code on 10 May 2007 of crimaggarding an article "My Land Is Different", publishedAkit on 27
under Article 216 which had been used when the Ministry of Justice hatpril 2001. The hearing was adjourned to 18 April 2006. Originally
ruled that Article 301 could not be applied. The Public Prosecutor thesharged under Article 312 of the old penal code, the case had been
appealed the acquittal in July 2007 on grounds that they should not hae¢urned to the court of first instance under article 216 of the new Penal
been tried under Article 216 but under Article 312 . As of Decembe€ode (incitement to enmity). 3) For numerous finalised cases please see:
2007 the case was before the General Assembly of the Perfdtp://www.antenna-tr.org/ctl/index.asp?lgg=en
Departments of the High Court. Kurul, the highest authority. Their dec©Omer DILSOZ (DEMIR): poet. On trial under Article 7/2 of the Anti
sion is waited for. Baskin stood as an independent candidate at the Jugyror Law for having read his poem at the Hakkari City Stadium on 3
2007 parliamentary elections. September 2003 entitled "All our Hearts are Missing Ocalan" (Ocalan is
Sahin BAYAR: editor in chief ofEvrensel. Trial opened on 24 January the detained leader of the banned Kurdish Workers Party (PKK). The
2007 under Article 301 of the Penal Code for "insult" to the militarypoem, in Kurdish, was read to around 3,00 people. The indictment reads
Charged for an article that suggested links with an underground organigiaat the poems were propaganda for the PKK. Van High Criminal Court
tion that connects mafia figures within the military) had been called twith Special Powers condemned Dils6z to 25 days prison sentence, on 23
Diyabakir shortly before a bomb attack that killed 7 people. The case Jdsily 2007. The case is in the appeal court.
before the Sisli Court in Diyabakir. Previously tried under several artBirol DURU: journalist for the Dicle News Agency. Arrested on 14
cles, including Article 301 in 2006, that ended in acquittal in DecembeXugust 2005 and charged the following day with "aiding an illegal
2006. PEN is seeking an update organisation”. Duru is said to have gone to the village of Dibarbey in the
Sait BAYRAM, Firat AVCI: editor in chief and journalist of the Bingdl district to get information on allegations that a local police
Diyabakir newspape®dz. Charged with defamation under Article 125 of commander was cultivating cannabis. However police say that a video-
the Turkish Penal Code with "insulting a public servant" for an articléape was found in Duru’s bag containing PKK propaganda. Duru claims
suggesting bribery. Both were arrested on 18 June 2007 and releasedtai the tape was erased and replaced with the propaganda by police anc
20 July to stand trial. Next hearing at the Diyarbakir Penal Court of Firghat he is victim of a conspiracy to "frame" him for having complained in
Instance due on 28 February 2008. the past that the police chief had threatened him. Others arrested with
Haci BOGATEKIN: The editor of localGerger Firat newspaper. Duru and subsequently freed claims also to have been threatened by the
Charges made against him under Article 301 for an article entitlegblice chief. His request to be freed pending trial was initially rejected
‘Turkey Has Made a Mistake’ that held the Turkish government respoand he was detained in Diyarbakir prison for over four months, until he
sible for the "deaths of millions of Armenians and Syriac Christians iwas released on bail on 29 December 2005. He was sentenced to six
the East and South East..." as well as the Alevi and Greek Orthodgrars and three months in prison on 28 September 2006 as was co defen
minorities in the last century. First hearing held 26 September 2007 wittant Daimi Agik, a member of the Human Rights Association on charges
next due 27 February 2008. In December 2006 a case against him aj$éo"collaboration with the PKK" under Articles 220 paragraph 7
under Article 301 was dismissed. Tried then for insult to local authoritieg@nembership of an armed organisation) and 314 paragraph 3 (member-
for an article criticising hygiene standards in an article ‘Flea, Pig anship of a criminal organisation) of Turkish criminal law. He was held in
Agha’ on a local flea epidemic. There have been 89 cases against Hhyarbakir jail. A third defendant was acquitted. Neither defendant was
60 including the "separatism" against journalist Haci Bogatekin. at the court hearing during which their lawyer stated that they would



appeal. He is currently free on appeal extracts of the diary of a retired navy vice admiral in which he refers to
*Hikmet ERDEN: reporter for the Dicle newsagency. Reported on 10Turkey escaping two military coups in 2004. Charged with insult and
September 2007 to be charged with "slander" of the military. Connectel@famatoin through the press, Penal Code Article 125/1. He faces up to
to an article in which he accused local police in Diyabakir of intimidatingix years in prison.
locals against voting for a particular candidate. The trial will begin on mur HOZATLI, Nurettin AKALP: The case is over Hozatli's article
February 2008, in Diyarbakir Criminal Court of First Instance Num.2in Ulkede Ozgir Gundem newspaper ‘Good Father is at Work’. The
He is charged with "defamation through press". He faces up to 4 yearsimictment quoted as evidence: "...good timing; 12 September is a good
prison.). date to kill children in Diyarbakir (meaning Fevzi Abik). The "good boy"
*Muzaffer ERDOGDU, Ahmet GUNER, Taner AKCAM: publisher —  who was among the good boys of a good father 26 years ago has become
Pencere Publishers, translator and historian respectively. Trial openedta father, and this good father was at work on 12 September 2006.... His
the Ankara 6th Court of First Instance on 8 November 2007 for AkgamIisoys are organised under different names. Some call themselves "TIT"
book, Treatment of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.The case was (Turkish Revenge Squads), some call it "JIT" (Gendarme Intelligence),
brought by CHP MP and retired ambassador M. Sukru Elekdag whemme "JITEM" (Military Intelligence), and some call it "IT" (dog)...".
demanded 20 thousand lira compensation from publisher Muzaff€ate of hearing : 22 May 2008, Beyoglu Criminal Court of First Instance
Erdogdu, translator Ahmet Guner and writer Taner Akgam over the bookum.2. )
They will appear in Ankara Legal Court of First Instance Num 6 on 1€engiz KAPMAZ: journalist for the now closeQzgir Giundem. Cases
February 2008. An investigation was launched ag#ikgam over his  launched in December 2006 1) for an article published 15 February 2006
article published in "Agos" weekly on 6 October 2006 "Hrant Dink, 3012,555 days have passed’ under Article 215 of the Penal Code (praising
and a crime". Akgam wrote "I believe there was a genocide during 1918rime and criminal acts) and Article 218 for carrying out the offence in
1917". The proceedings was dropped. the press. The date of hearing is 8 February 2008 2) for an interview with
Yalgin ERGUNDOGAN: journalist for the dailyBirgiin. Trial opened former DEP politician Orhan Dogan under Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror
before the Istanbul Beyoglu Penal Court of First Instance on 21 Jutew for "making propaganda for an illegal organisation. Both to be heard
2006 under article 480/1 of the Penal Code for an article entitleldefore the Istanbul Heavy Penal Court on 16 February 2007. This case
"Followers of Haydar Have Risen Against him", published on 26 Apriwill be heard in April 2008.
2005. The trial was launched following a complaint by Haydar Bas, chaginan KARA: journalist for Ulkede Ozgiir Giindem newspaper. Trial
of the Independent Turkey Party described as "religious-nationalistproceedings opened in two cases against him in December 2006 1) Tried
Last hearing on this case held on 23 May, postponed to 26 Septembeder Article 301/2 for insult to the military in a 26 September 2006
2007 when it is believed he was sentenced to a fine, which he asticle criticising the military. He was acquitted c. 26 September 2007.
appealing against. However the case is now to be tried under new PeRpArticle 301/2 insult to the military for a November 2006 Article enti-
Code article 125 to be opened on 26 December 2007. The court fouthed "Justice has become Militarism’'s Jester" publishedSanial
Erglindogan guilty of "insult" and ordered him pay 5 thousand lirdemocracy. In it Kara suggests that miliary chief of staff hd given a good
compensation. The case is in the appeal court next hearing to be on. chéracter reference for soldiers accused of bombing a bookshop. The
May 2008. case opened in January 2007 and next hearing is due on 6 February 2008.
Mehmet Sevket EYGI: (1) on 15 March 2005, an appeal court3) Another case is under way under Article 301 for Kara'’s article "Full
confirmed 18 months prison sentences served against him and anothiene Killers" in which he criticised the state and army in relation to a
journalist forMilli Gazete. The sentences were passed in October 200Bombing in Diyabakir, south eastern Turkey, in wich 10 people died. The
for an article published in November 2000 entitled "Din Dismanligcase opens on 26 October 2007. Next hearing: 20 February 2008) 4) Kara
Terori — The Terror of the Enemies of Religion" under article 312 of this due to appear before a court on 7 September 2007 for an article on
Turkish Penal Code. Caliskan was sentenced to a fine. The appeal casotation cells entitled "Isoloation Knows No Limits" published 14
reconstituted the 18 months sentence against him and upheld that agaNmsiember 2006 itJlkede Ozgir Gundem. Accused under Article 216/1
Eygi. Eygi was acquitted on 3 October 2007.(2) On 11 May 2006, Eygi "incitement to enmity". Next hearing due 30 January 2B0&ious
was sentenced to one year in prison for an article published in Marehrests: Kara has previously been on trial for his writings. See previous
2005 that was deemed to have "incited enmity and hatred" on religio®&EN caselists. In July 2007 he was sentenced to 5 months in prison for a
grounds. Entitled "No Effort or Patriotism Left". The judge ruled that thelanuary 2005 article in which he accused a the Datca District
sentence could not be suspended as he was not convinced that Eygministrator with illegal smuggling of artefacts. Released in August
would not commit a similar offence again. Eygi is free on appeal. Th2007 on serving his sentence.
case is before the appeal court. *Emin KARACA: journalist. Originally sentenced to five months in
Ismail Gokhan GENCAY, Ibrahim CESMECIOGLU: editor and prison, converted to a fine, under Article 301 of the Penal Code for an
editor-in-chief respectively of the Sunday magazineBiofiin news-  article published in April 2002 in the magaziivazin marking the
apaper. Trial opened before Beyoglu Penal Court of First Instance on atniversary of the execution of three leftist militants in the 1960s.
June 2006 on charges relating to an interview with a conscientiodgcused of insulting the armed forces. However, because of a procedural
objector under Article 318 of the Penal Code. He faces 2.5 years @nmror, the trial is to be reopened. Hearing on 27 November 2007 led to a
prison, with an additional year for carrying out the offence in the presfine of 900 TL which Karaca is appealing against.
The case was sent to Istanbul High Criminal Court with special powerSebati KARAKURT, Hasan KILIC, Necdet TATLICAN: reporter and
set up to replace the former State Security Court. The date of hearing editor-in-chiefs for the newspapiiirriyet detained c. 19 October 2004
decided as of December 2007. after Karakurt returned from interviewing Kurdish militants for an article
*Alper GORMUS: editor of the now closeNokta magazine. Learned in  "Women'’s Awareness Exceeds Kurdish Identity in Kandil" on changes
June 2007 that a trial opened on 19 September 2007 for publishimgthin the life styles of Kurdish militants in the Kandil headquarters @1
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Kongra-Gel, formerly the PKK, suggesting an improvement of relationever 4.5 years on charges under Article 159 of the Penal Code, although
ships between the genders. Police reportedly demanded that Karakihit article has now been replaced by Article 301. Accused of "insult" to
hand over photographs of those he had interviewed, who included onetloé armed forces for an article on a debate organised by the Turkish
the militant leaders of the PKK. The defendants are being tried und€ommunist Party on guerrilla leader Ocalan in September 2002. The
Articles 6/2 of the Anti Terror Law. Trial hearings opened before tharticle was entitled "They Caught the Leader of the Kurds and gave him
Istanbul Heavy Penal Court on 5 May 2005 and several more have beerthe Fascists." He is on trial with Necmettin Salaz, who organised the
held. The trial was protested by the Turkish Press Council and Turkigianel. At the most recent hearing on 14 November, proceedings were
Journalist's Association. At a hearing on 10 February 2006, the prospestponed to 14 March 2008 to allow for further scrutiny of evidence.
cutor formally asked the court to exempt Kili¢ and Tatlican. At thidMustafa KOYUNCU: editor in chief forEmeridag. Arrested following
hearing, Karakurt made reference to previous similar research he had2 March 2007 publication of an article "Should we enter the EU like
carried out in Algeria in 1994 with PKK leaders. He had also written ¢hat? They Misuse Their Authority". Apprehended while in his car at a
report on the presence of PKK militants in Romania that had beeandom traffic control check, he was held for a week in prison and subse-
submitted to the Romanian Prime Minister at the time by the thequently charged with insulting a police officer. 44 police officers are said
Turkish Prime Minister, Tansu Ciller. He referred to a former womaro have issued complaints against him. Trial to continue 30 January 2008.
guerrilla who had escaped from PKK ranks who told him that his arti¢l@hmet Zeki OKCUOGLU, Vahdettin INCE: owner of the Doz
on Kandil had helped her to explain to others why she had fled. Far frgmublishing house and translator respectively. Trial held before Istanbul
advocating the PKK, his articles were in fact a critique. He had alddigh Criminal Court Number 11 postponed to 28 March 2008. Case
received an award from the Journalists Association of Turkey for thepened in April 2006 for a book published in February 2003 entitled
same article. After hearing the appeal, the Prosecutor re-iterated thatBdzani and the Kurdish National Movement. An initial court case was
three defendants were guilty of propaganda under Article 6/2 and 7/2 dismissed but relaunched after a second print was issued in May 2005.
the Anti-Terror Law. The court was adjourned to 21 September 200Bhe two volume book focuses on Mulla Moustafa Barzani, the founder
when it was decided that the Bagcilar Court of First Instance could nof the Kurdistan Democrat Party (KDP) who died in 1979. He is father of
preside a case under anti terror legislation and ordered that the casehgecurrent KDP leader, Masoud Barzani. Excerpts from the book that led
transferred to specialised high courts set up to deal with such déeses. to charges refer to Ataturk ordering suppression of the Kurds, and to have
information: in September 2007, the three defendants were ordered teneged on promises made to the Kurdish community in return for their
pay fines ranging from $350 to $3,500, while their trials continued Iassistance in the creation of the present Turkish state. The book is also
November 2007 Istanbul High Criminal Court Num10 decided lack o$aid to touch upon the sensitive topic of the repression of the Armenian
jurisdiction over the case and referred it to Bagcilar Primary Criminaiommunity at the turn of the 20th century. The next trial hearing set for
Court. Bagcilar Court decided for non-jurisdiction and sent the cas¥8 November 2007. (See also Vural belo@sgtails: Ahmet Zeki
back. The hearing is on 26 February 2008. Okcguoglu, translator Vahdettin Ince and the owner of Can Printshop
*Eren KESKIN (f): journalist for the dailyBirgin, lawyer and former Bedri Vatansever were charged under ATL 8/1-3 "separatist propaganda"
head of the Istanbul branch of the Human Rights Association. Tri@nd former TPC article 312/2 on 5 October 2005 since the book’s
opened on 31 May 2007 on charges under Article 301 for an article gublishing date is February 2003. The laws have been amended in the
the murder of Hrant Dink entitled "The Special Organisation at Workimeanwhile but the case continues under the old law. The suspects were
published in January 2007. Deemed to be "insult to the armed forcegltcused over phrases used in the book "Kurdistan", "Hakkari , a Kurdish
Hearings postponed to February 2008 pending proposed changestdan”, "Turkish Kurdistan" while Vural's case is over the excerpt "Kurds
Article 301. Keskin was sentenced to one year in prison reduced to a fioganised uprisings one after the other, they rebelled against imperailists
for a speech she made in 2005 for saying "Turkey has a dirty history". and the local states that seized their rights. All uprisings were brutaly
Rojda KIZGIN (f): journalist for the Dicle News agency. Court casecrashed. Mustafa Kemal in Turkey crashed Kurds heavily".
launched by Bingol Public Prosecutor c. 22 January 2007, along witkhmet ONAL : owner of the Peri Publishing House. 1) On trial in June
Ridvan Kizgin, Chairman of the Bingol Branch of the Human Right2001 for publishing a collection of interviews with people in exile
Association, and Dogan Adibelli. Charged under Article 301 of the Penabmpiled by human rights activist MBvin Aydar Cicek entitled
Code for "insult" to the security services for an article that accusedTaitkular ve Tutsaklar (The Passions and the Prisoners). Seen as "insult to
village guard of stunning fish with army explosives. Bingdl CriminalAtaturk”. Sentenced to 15 months in prison in December 2003 and
Court of Peace decided nonjurisdiction on 22 November 2007, amgpealed. Around 1 June 2006, he was found guilty by the Beyoglu
refrred the case to Bingdl Criminal Court First Instance. Hearing date &ppeals court in Istanbul and sentenced to 15 months in prison. At his
not set yet. original trial, Onal had been sentenced to one year in prison. However the
Suat KOLCA, Yasar DUMAN, Selahaddin SUMELI, Mahmut appeal court increased this by six months for committing the offence in
BOZDAG, : journalists forOzgir Halk (Free People) an@eng Bakis  print, and then reduced it to 13 months, refusing to defer imprisonment
(YoYouth View) arrested following a raid on their Istanbul-based newseiting that the court did not believe that he would not commit such an
papers on 15 September 2006 under Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Laeffence again. He is appealing the sentence. 2) On trial in August 2002
(propaganda for an illegal organisation) for "Publishing the statements fafr book byM. Erol Coskun, Acinin Dili Kadin (Women: Voice of the
PKK/KONGRA-GEL" and "attending illegal meetings and demonstrafain) under article 312 of the Penal Code. Onal heavily fined and Coskun
tions". It is reported that they suffered beatings as they were being traisentenced to 15 months in prison in August 2003. They appealed against
ferred from Bayrampasa Closed Prison to Edirne F-type Prisoboth convictions. There are two cases against Ahmet Onal over the same
Reported as still detained in May 2007. However since released to faoeok. The case under TPC article 312 “inciting hatred and hostility
trial at Istanbul Criminal Court no. 11. among the people on the grounds of race”™ was merged with the case
Ersen KORKMAZ: owner ofDemokrat Iskenderun remains on trial for under TPC article 159 "insulting the military forces of the state through



publishing". Both cases will be held on the same folder numbeDther cases: Seven cases were filed against Birgil Ozbaris, reporter of
2005/149. Date of hearing 14 February 2008 3) On trial for book bgindem daily over her series of articles in 2005 and 2006 ‘Neither
Hejare Samil, Diaspora Kurtleri (The Kurds in Diaspora) under article Conscription nor War’, an article ‘Turkey’s Role’, a newsreport ‘Anti-
220/8 ("making propaganda for an illegal organisation"). The cas&ar gathering’, an interview ‘Message from Conscientious Objectors’, a
which reconvened on 24 March 2006, at the Istanbul Criminal Courtewsreport ‘Conscientious Objectors Want Conscript army to be
No.11, reportedly decided not to prosecute on the grounds that thdiscussed in EU Talks’, and newsreports ‘Do Not Point a Gun’ and
considered that Onal should instead be prosecuted according to ArticléConscientious Objector Savda: Don't Join the Army’. She was charged
of the Law to Fight on Terrorism (aiding and making propaganda ainder TPC article 318. Prosecution asked the court to imprison her for 21
terrorist organisations). Date of hearing: 13 February 2008 4) On trigkars in total.
together with writeH tiseyin Beyslilen, for Beysilen’s bookpersim'de  Songil OZKAN (f): Publisher of Evrensel publishing house. She was
Alevilik (Alewis in Dersim) and they are charged for "insulting theput on trial under Article 312 (inciting hatred and hostility among the
memory of Ataturk”. Case dropped February 2007 due to statute of linfpeople on the grounds of race and regional difference) after she had
tations. Many cases had been launched against the books publishegbplished Kurdish journalist and writer Ahmet Kahraman’s bigakt
Peri Publishing House and many of them are banned. Isyanlari (Kurdish Rebellions). Hearings opened in October 2006 at the
*Yakup ONAL : journalist forSarkdy iin Sesi (The voice of Sarkdy). On  Beyoglu Penal Court of First Instance No. 2. Court decided lack of juris-
trial under Articles 125 and 126 of the Penal Code for defamation of théction and sent the case to High Court. The new court had not been
local mayor and members of the municipal council in an article ‘Fairglecided as of December 2007.
tales for adults — Pinocchio and the nine dwarves" published in Ju§irri OZTURK, Osman TIFTIKCI: Owner of Sorun Publishing House
2005. Onal has been brought to prosecution in other cases relating toduis writer respectively. On trial in connection with Tiftokgi’s book
criticism of the local authorities. The trial opened in November 20080smanli dan Gunimize Ordunun Evrimi (The Evolution of the Army
Next hearing due 20 February 2008. The case for "insulting AKP mayfmom the Ottomans to Today) under Article 301 of the new Penal Code.
Can Girsoy and two members of the council" continues. Court deciddthe book is seen to be "publicly degrading to the army". Legal proceed-
to ask the opinion of an expert to determine if Onal’s article "Fairy Taleimgs started in early March 2006 and first hearing held before the Istanbul
for Grown Ups" is in volation of the law or not. 2nd Court of First Instance on 20 June 2006. Ozturk told the courts that
Erguder ONER, Emrah ONER: owner and editor in chief respectively Osman Tiftokgi is a former army officer who served during the 12 March
of the monthlyClimate in Dersim. Case opened against him on 1 Junel971 coup. His book refers to his first hand experiences, was well
2007 on charges under Article 215 of the Penal Code (praising crime arebearched and had been subject to legal scrutiny before publication. He
criminals) which carries a maximum 2 years in prison. The charges reldiees abroad. Next hearing is set for 31 January 2008.
to an article in which it was suggested that the PKK leader AbdullaBem SAHIN: editor in chief ofOzgir Halk andCeng Bakis. Arrested on
Ocalan, detained since 1999, was being poisoned. The newspapechsrges of "making propaganda for an illegal organisation" c. 22 January
produced in Tunceli, an area mainly populated by the Alevi people, calB907. Related to articles published in December 2006. Reportedly
dersim before 1938. The paper is issues a quarterly cultural sectiondatained as of 19 January 2007 to 2 March 2007 when he was released
Turkish, Zaza and Kirmanc dialects. No further information as opending trial which continues as of December 2007. There have been
December 2007. over 10 cases against Cem Sahin over published articles. Sahin was
Haci ORMAN: Chief editor ofSant ve Hayat (Art and Life) magazine convicted in 6 of them, receiving 85 months prison sentence in total. He
and head of the Executive Board of BEKSAV (Science Educatioappealed against them.
Aesthetic Culture Art Research Foundation), described as a socialisthmet SIK: journalist. Trial opened on 22 May 2007 under Article 301
alternative centre which has come under attack by the authorities. Weagfore the Bakirkdy Court in Istanbul for insulting the armed forces in an
on trial before the Besiktas Court in Istanbul on 29 May 2007. Arresteatticle published in the weekNokta that was itself closed down in April
on 31 January 2007 by members of JITEM (Gendarmerie Intelligen@907. Sik has been accused by the general command of the police of
and Anti-Terror Organisation). He claims to have been threatened, atdkcreasing the respect fo rthe army among the people" anmd "deni-
insulted due to his Armenian descent, and reference made to the murdeating the state’s armed forces". Related to an article in which he inter-
of Hrant Dink two weeks earlier, suggesting a similar fate. He was heldews Lale Sariibrahimoglu (f), a security expert, and a follow up
until 2 February 2007 and a formal arrest warrant issued the next dagport published on 8 February . Lale Sariibrahimoglu the newspaper of
Orman is charged with "membership to an illegal organisation". Theer disquiet at the broadcast on YouTube of a video showing the killer of
continues in Istanbul High Criminal Court Num 9. editor Hrant Dink (see above) celebrating the murder alongside police
Birgil OZBARIS (f): journalist for the pro-KurdistUlkede Ozgir officers which she says indicates the levels of corruption and involve-
Guindem. Had a number of charges against her since 2006 for discoument by the police and army. Sariibrahimoglu is being tried alongside
aging military service under Article 318/2 of the penal code. Currerfsik. The next hearing is on 3 April 2008.
cases as of June 2007 are: 1) For an article entitled "Anti War Meetihly'ehdi TANRIKULU: publisher, owner of Tevn Publishing. 1) Case
published 24 September 2005. Case referred to the High Court. Date faunched under Articles 7/2 and 6/2 of the Anti Terror Law "publishing
hearing not yet set. 2) Article published 19 October 2005 headed "the documents of a terrorist organisation" for publication of a book by
Message to Europe from Objectors". Under article 318 acts incitingrgiin S6nmez entitlethe Kurdish Independence Movement in the Age
persons against military service carry up to 2 years in prison, with up tb Capitalist Imperialism. Opened on 30 March 2007 before the Istanbul
an additional year if committed through the press. The cases agaitgavy Penal Court.. The next hearing is on 8 February 2008. 2) At the
Ozbaris have been referred to High Criminal Court with Special Powetsgal above, Tanrikulu gave his written and verbal court statements and
set up in the place of former State Security Court. Ozbaris had to leavther applications in Kurdish. Istanbul Public Prosecutor Nazmi Okumus
Turkey because of the cases and repression. Ozbaris lives in Belgium.filed a complaint against Mehdi Tanrikulu over an application letter 88
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Kurdish he sent to Judges and Prosecutors Higher Board. The case Wdan UCAR, Hasan BAYAR: journalist and chief editor o®zgiir
filed under TPC 222 “violating the law on Turkish letters”. TanrikuluGundem respectively. Trial opened on 13 March 2007 on charges under
stands trial in Istanbul Criminal Court of Peace Num. 1. Date of hearingkrticle 301/1 and 301/2 before the Beyoglu 2nd Criminal District Court
6 February 2008 3) Writer of the bod@emotion from Lieutenant to of First Instance in Istanbul. Accused of "insulting the Turkish National
regular Soldier Kasim Cakan and Mehdi Tanrikulu are charged under Assembly, the judiciary and state security services" for an article
Anti Terror Law article 7 "making propaganda for terrorist organisapublished in the newspaper on 13 December 2005. Next hearing set for
tions™. Tanrikulu and Cakan’in will be in Istanbul High Criminal Court22 May 2008. The case was filed on the complaint of Justice Ministry.
Num 14 on 6 February 2008 for the first hearing. The Chief office of the Army had asked the Ministry to act. The article in
Fatih TAS: publisher. Aram Publishing House. 1) Sentenced to sixjuestion criticised the decision to prosecute publisher Fatih Tas for
months in prison under Article 301 for bodkey Say You Are Missing. having published a book on the disappearance of a journalist. The rele-
Overturned by court of appeal and to be reviewed by an appeal courtant quote is "(...) A journalist disappears in Turkey. 11 years pass. A
31 October 2007. 2) Sentenced to a $240 fine under Article 7/2 of tipaiblisher brings out a book on the incident and gets convicted under
Anti Terror Law forMoving Forward to Tomorrow — GuerrillaMemories  Article 301. The security forces and judges of this country don't feel
No. 3. Appealing against sentence. 3) Sentenced to 347 fine under Artickesponsible for what has happened to the disappeared journalist Nazim
712 of the Anti Terror Law foPathway — Guerrilla Memories No 4. Babaogll. Those who "lose" Nazim walk free, but those who write about
Appealing the sentence. 4) Sentenced to 10 months in prison undieget prosecuted (...)"
Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law foHill of Lions— Rebel 4, published ~ Mehmet Ali VARIS: publisher/owner of Tohum Publishing House.
in Kurdish. Free on appeal. 5) Sentenced to $1,664 fine under article Tizlicted in August 2003 for the book by A. Dursun Y l@zirlesmeye
of the Anti Terror Law folRoses of Freedom. Court of appeal upheld the Pedagojik Bakis (A Pedagogical Approach to Liberation). Under Article
sentence. 6) Sentneced to c. $900 under Article 7/2 of the Anti Terr8d2 of the Turkish Penal Code. He is still on trial along with two new
Law for collection of poem&uerrilla Poems 1. Appealing the decision. cases under Article 312 for publishing the books "Anatolia from
7) Sentenced to c. $6,485 under Article 7/2 of the Anti Terror Law foMulticulturalism to Monoculturalism" and "Koggiri" and one new case
collection of essagigns of Amma. Appealing the decision. under Article 5816 (Insult to Atatatiirk) for publishing the book
*Enis Mazhar TAYMAN: journalist forTempo. On trial for an interview "Kemalism: The Sitting Man". The cases are reportedly consolidated and
with former mayor of Diyabakir Mehdi Zana in which the term hearings opened in March 2006 at Beyoglu Penal Court of First Instance
"Kurdistan" was referred to and that there was "Turk-Kurd™ distinction itNo. 2, which on 5 February 2007 sentenced him to 18 months in prison.
the interview. Tayman and Zana are charged under TPC 215 "praisiRgnding appeal in December 2007.
crime and criminal" and appeared in court on 16 October 2007. The codti Riza VURAL: publisher, Doz Publishing House. Case opened in
decided nonjurisdiction and sent the case to Bakirkdy Criminal Court @pril 2006 for a book published in February 2003 entiBadzani and
First Instance Num 2. Date of hearing is not set. the Kurdish National Movement. Charged with insult to the Turkish state,
Ferhat TUNC, Mehmet COLAK: singer and editor-in-chief dbzgir Article 301/2 of the Penal Code. An initial court case was dismissed but
Guindem respectively. Trial started on 2 December 2004 at the Beyoglkelaunched after a second print was issued in May 2005. The two volume
Criminal Court on charges under article 159 of the Penal Code fdmook focusses on Mulla Moustafa Barzani, the founder of the Kurdistan
insulting the judiciary in an article Tung wrote for the d&@l§ndem on Democrat Party (KDP) who died in 1979. He is father of the current KDP
19 January 2004 entitled "A Revolutionary Leyla and a Song". They fadeader, Masoud Barzani. Excerpts from the book that led to charges refer
1-3 years in prison if convicted. Hearings continued through 2005, 20@6 Ataturk ordering suppression of the Kurds, and to have reneged on
and 2007. Tung also reports receiving death threats following a capemises made to the Kurdish community in return for their assistance in
opened against him for participating in a human rights commission tbe creation of the present Turkish state. The book is also said to touch
rescue Private Copkun Kirandi who had been rescued by the PKK. Nexton the sensitive topic of the repression of the Armenian community at
hearing is due on 28 May 2008. the turn of the 20th century. The next trial set for 28 March 2008
Yildirim TURKER journalist for Radikal. Under investigation on *Ramadan YAVUZ, Ramazan IMRAG: journalists for the Dogan
charges under Article 301 of the Penal Code for an article published Mewsagency. Reported in August 2007 to be charged under the Anti
his newspaper’s supplemeRéadikal 2 entitled ‘Invisible Attack’ that  Terror Law for articles carrying slogans seen to promote terrorism. DN
claimed that the authorities and media had ignored racism againsporters are charged with ATL article 6, they are accused of "showing
Armenians in the period that led to the murder of Hrant Dink and madegizre Public Prosecutor as a target" (prison sentence between 1 and 3
direct link between nationalists and the state. Case filed in March 200/&ars). They appeared in the first hearing on 29 August 2007. The case
over an article he wrote irRadikal daily on 29 January 2007, continues.
‘Conscientious Objection Conference’. Yildirim Turker si charged wittYasin YETISGEN: owner of Coban Atesi (Shepherd’s Fire), based in
"alienating the people from military service by the means of press" (TPGaziantep, south eastern Turkey. 1)Arrested on 13 August 2007 under
318). High Court will determine which court sees the trial. Article 302 of the Penal Code for "damaging the unity and integrity of
*Atilla TUYGUN: translator of Dora Sakayanfs Armenian Doctor in the state" for using the term "North Kurdistan" in an article. Unclear
Turkey. Faces trial under article 301 of the Penal Code of "insult" to thender what legislation. An arrest warrant has also been issued against
state and of "insult to the memaory of Ataturk” following the 3 May 2007Coban Atesi reportetursit Kasikkirmaz for an article published on 2
acquittal of these charges of the book’s publisher Ragip Zarakolu (s@eigust 2007. 2) Gaziantep Public Prosecution service prepared an
below) The book is said to claim that leading government figures closeitadictment against Yasin Yetisgen for an article written by Berkant
Ataturk had been responsible for the mass deportation of Armenians@oskun and published @oban Atesi on 8 November 2007. The article
1915. As of December 2007 the decision whether to proceed pendiisgentitied ‘Don’t Send me to the Army Mum’. Yasin Yetisgen is charged
amendment of Article 301. with “alienating the people from military service and insulting the



memory of Atatlirk". Yetisgen is charged for a quote from the article “lAugust 2007 to be under investigation under Article 301 of the penal
the present Kurdish movement is called a terrorist movement, it meaosde for an article seen to deter people from military service. The article
that the movement launched by Mustafa Kemal can not avoid that defimkiticised a press embargo on the reporting of the discovery of an illegal
tion. The only difference is that Mustafa Kemal was not arrestedarms cache in a house in Istanbul An earlier investigation against her for
Yetisgen will appear in Gaziantep Criminal Court of First Instance on the same article under another legislation was overturned.

May 2007 Seferi YILMAZ: publisher and owner of the Umut bookstore. Among
Hamdullah YILMAZ: editor in chief of the Kurdish newspaper five people under investigation on charges of staging an illegal demon-
Azadiya Welat. On trial for publishing a statement entitled "I acceptstration (Law 2911) for a meeting in March 2006 to mark the re-opening
Abdullan Ocalan as my political representative" signed by thef the Umut bookstore in Semdinli, based in Hakkari in eastern Turkey.
"Democratic People’s Initiative" published in August 2005. TrialThe bookstore had been bombed in November 2005. Three people were
concluded before the Diyabakir Heavy Penal Court on 21 June 20@@rested for the crime: two police and an alleged PKK informer. The
when Yilmaz was sentenced t&.2years in prison for making propa- others under investigation are all local politicians.

ganda for an illegal organisation under article 220/8 of the Penal Code .

and Article 6 of the Anti-Terror Law.. On 28 November 2006 it was>entenced: non-custodial

reported that he was sentenced to a total of 4 years and 3 monthBeima AKCURA (F): author. trial opened 26 November 2006 under
prison on two charges and that his newspaper has had many cases taole 125 of the Penal Code for "insult through the press" for her book
against it since it was set up. Welat is quoted as saying that the newspédpew the Deep State Became the Sate. Follows complaint by Nevzat Bor,
aims to develop Kurdish press and publishing and is wrongly accusedsaid to be linked to the mafia who himself has links to the intelligence
attempting promote violence. Appeal court concluded that it was naigencies and the ultra nationalist movement. Akcura says that she refers
within its jurisdiction and referred the case to Beyoglu Criminal Court oin her book to a number of murders, but that in the two references to Bor
First Instance Num 2 court. But that court too decided non-jurisdictiom the book, neither links him to the killings and simply refers to his
referring the case back to High Criminal Court. Date for hearing not sefriendships with others that the book refers to. On 25 January 2007 he
Ragip ZARAKOLU: publisher, Belge Publishing House. Zarakolu is aAnkara 2nd District Court sentenced Akgura to 3 months in prison,
recipient of the NOVIB/PEN Free Expression Award 2003. 1) Legateduced to a fine of 1,8000 Turkish lira. She is appealing against the
proceedings were initiated in December 2004 against Zarakolu for tlsentence as of December 2007.

publication ofGeorge Jerjian's book History Wil Set us Free /Turkish-  *Kemal BOZKURT: editor in chief of the magaziriRevolution is the
Armenian Conciliation under Article 301 of the Turkish Penal Code Only Way. Tried for "praising a crime" (Article 215) for three articles
(formerly Article 159 of the old Penal Code) for "insulting the State andhat call for resistance against attacks on Turks that could be seen to
the memory of Kemal Ataturk”. The book is said to claim that leadingncite violence.. Articles published in September and October 2004.
government figures close to Ataturk had been responsible for the m&sntenced on 18 October 2007 to six weeks in prison commuted to a fine
deportation of Armenians in 1915. First trial held before the Lighof 900 turkish lira.

Crimes Court at Istanbul on 16 March 2005 and there have since begnat DINK, Sarkis SERKOPYAN: administrative officer and editor of
numerous hearings with the next due on 31 January 2008. 2) OnAtmenian-Turkish language newspap&gps. On 25 September 2006,
August 2005, another case was opened, this time for the publicationadse was launched against Hrant Dink for an article published in Agos on
Professor Dora Sakayan&n Armenian Doctor in Turkey: Garabed 21 July 2006 entitled ‘I vote against 301" which included a statement
HatcherianMy Smyrna Ordeal of 1922 to be charged under Article 301 Dink had made in an interview he gave to the Reuters newsagency on 14
of the Penal Code (formerly Article 159 of the old Penal Code). Cashily in which he referred to the Armenian genocide. He is said to have
opened on 21 September 2005 and there have since been numerous telatr-interviewers Daren Butler and Osman Senkul that he had no doubt
ings. Acquitted on 3 May 200Background: Zarakolu has been subject that an Armenian genocide had taken place, that he would not remain
to many years of harassment, trials and periods of imprisonment sinsiéent on this issue, and had no plans to leave Turkey despite death threats
the 1970s for publishing books on such issues including minority aregainst him. On 11 October 2007, both were sentenced to one year
human rights. His publishing house was bombed by right wing extrensuspended prison terms. They are appealing the sentence. Hrant Dink
ists in 1995, forcing his publishing house underground for a couple ¢éee above) was also charged and the case against him dropped on his
years. Many of the hearings against Zarakolu have been observeddsath. Arat Dink is his son.

PEN members.Honorary Member: American, English, Quebec, Umur HOZATLI: former editor-in-chief ofUlkede Ozgir Giindem.

Kurdish, Canadian, Scottish, Netherlands and Swedish PEN Charged under Article 301 for insult to the Turkish police and armed
. ) forces in an article. Sentenced to 5 months in prison c. 27 September
Possible prosecution 2007, converted to a fine. This case is in the appeal court.. (see also

*Hasan CAKALKURT: editor-in-chief ofRadikal has had charges under alove)
Article 301 made against him on 29 August 2007 for publishing a trafi®erihan MAGDEN (F): journalist and writer. Sentenced to one year and
lation of the British journalist, Robert Fiskhe Forgotten Holocaust two months suspended sentence on 4 December 2007 for a February
which is said to suggest that the Turkish government in 1915 committ@®07 article deemed to breach Article 125 of the Penal Code "injury to
a genocide against the Armenians. Also faces charges under the sameHawour and respectability”. The article entitled ‘The Arrogant Woman ins
for publishing a translation of the US journalist's article on a similathe Wolf, the Fox, the Turkey of Women: She Eats and Leaves" referred
issue entitled ‘How sincere is the slogan — never again?’ published in tteeAytac Akglil a district governor in the south eastern province of Mus in
Boston Globe. which she describes what people she interviewed in the area had told her

*Perihan MAGDEN, Yildirim TURKER(f): author and contributor to  of the governor. She was accused of insult to a public official. (See
Radikal and journalist for the newspaper respectively. Reported iabove). 65
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*Ayse ONAL (f): reporter for theStar. Sentenced to pay nationalist did not Talk, We were Repressed" and for an article ‘Phantom’ published
lawyer Kemal Kerincisiz compensation totalling 4,750 Turkish Lira. Shén the magazine’s December 2005 issue. Accused of insult to the army.
was also given a three month sentence, converted to a fine. The chargeaddition accused under Article 216 of the Turkish Penal Code (inciting
relate to an article by Onal published on 30 December 2005 in whid¢tatred and hostility among the people". Case against the three men
she criticised Kerincsiz for filling a suit against Joost Lagendik,the Dutctiropped on 10 December 2007 as the case had not been opened with ir
co-chair of the EU Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee, referring tthe two months period needed between the alleged crime and charging
Kerincisiz as, among other things, "insane". Charged under Article 128mut KARAKOYUN: owner of the localTunceli Emek newspaper
of the Penal Code (defamation) based in Tunceli in south east Turkey. On trial under Article 301 of the

*Ahmet YAMAN: editor of Atilim newspaper andlu Azadi magazine Penal Code for accusing the judiciary of bias in an article published in
sentenced c. 24 September 2007 to five months in prison commuted t@etober 2006. Trial hearing on 24 July 2007 adjourned to 21 September
fine of 3,000 lira under Article 301 of the Penal Code. Accused of insu007 when he was acquitted
for an article critical of a Turkish soldier. Mehmet SAH AYAZ: journalist for theBatman Express. Trial continued

on 22 September 2006 under article 301 of the Penal CodeMAisat
Attacked Ayaz, the newspaper owner. Linked to an article published 20 February

*Mehmet COSKUNDENIZ: Editor in chief ofPosta newspaper Mehmet 2006 entitled ‘Kurtlar Vadisinde Vergi Haftasi’ by Sah Ayaz. Hearing
Coskundeniz was stopped by the police on 24 November 2007. His gidejourned to 24 November 2006. They were acquitted on 24 November
friend Derya Ozel was driving the car. Coskundeniz was made to IR007.
down on the pavement, was handcuffed and beaten. Istanbul Secuftgngiz SARI: singer, lyricist and leader of punk band, Deli (Mad). Case
Centre claimed that Coskundeniz attacked the police officers. under Article 301 brought against Sari, four other band members and

*Sinan TEKPETEK: editor in chief ofOzgurHayat and the journalist their agent for the lyrics of a song that criticised the university entrance
Yiizde 523 Ofke claimed in a press conference eon 28 July 2007 that hexam system. The head of Turkey’s central examination board, while
had been abducted from his car by police and tortured on 26 July 20@dmitting that the lyrics of the punk record were humorous, he added that
He stated that he was spayed with tear gas, insulted and beaten.itNeas his duty to ensure that they do not fall foul of laws penalising insult

reason given for the alleged attack.. of state institutions. The first hearing was due 2 May 2007. Sari, now
. ) aged 24, points out that it was written seven years ago. One of the defen-
Brief detention dants, drummer Resat Saral, who had only joined the band a year before,

*|dris AKBOGA: editor of Ozgir Halk. Reportedly detained on 28 and six years after the lyrics had been written. All were acquitted in late
September 2007 when he went to the Istanbul 11th Heavy Penal CourSeptember 2007.
give a statement on the September issue of the magazine. Said td $mail SAYMAZ, Hasan CAKKALKURT, Ismet BERKAN: jour-
accused of publishing materials from and aiding a terrorist organisatiomalist for Radikal and editors-in-chief of the newspaper. First hearing
*Erding BOLCAL, Fethullah ERKAN: journalists forFree People’'s  before Bagcilar Court of First Instance No 2 held on 5 October 2006 for
Magazine were reportedly arrested on 22 October 2007 at the publicgublishing an article suggesting a child had been tortured published on
tion’s offices in Taksim, Istanbul and publication suspended. Believed 8 February 2006. Saymaz has refused to pay a fine of 20,000 YTL. The
be freed soon after. article referred tot the arrest of an 11-year-old in the Bagcilar district of
) Istanbul. He claimed that he had been arrested by police and then beaten
Released/Acquitted Police claim that he had suffered injuries as he fell as he attempted to run
Nevin BERKTAS (f): political prisoner detained since 1994 on chargesaway from them. Accused under article 5187 of the Press Law that bans
of membership of a terrorist organisation. Berktas wrote a book on hegporting on judicial proceedings that are still in process. They were
prison experiences callétlicrem (My Cell) which was prosecuted under acquitted on 15 February 2007.
Article 169 of the Penal Code for "supporting terrorists". Thought to b€emal SUBASI: journalist for the journalempo. Court case launched
for comments in the book supporting prison protests denouncing the &jainst Subasi and mayor of Diyabakir Osman Baydemir in late June
Type Prisons. Berktas and Elif Camyar, publisher of the book, appear2@06 for an interview published on 14 January 2006. Charged under
at the State Security Court Istanbul on 7 November 2001. Berktas wasticle 216/2 of the Penal Code (incitement to hatred and enmity) and
subsequently given an additional 45 months in prison. Camyar received\eticle 218 that allows for increase of the penalty by 50% for publication
fine.Background: was first arrested in 1978, and was imprisoned on af the offensive article in the press. The article questioned the incarcera-
number of other occasions for her radical political activities from thetion of PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan, and suggests that his imprisonment
until she was amnestied in 1983. However she was re-arrested onifsolation will serve to promote violence. Bagcilar Criminal Court of
December 1994 and convicted for membership of an illegal organisatidirst Instance Num 2 acquitted them on 12 April 2007.
accused of extremist activities. Prior to the trial for her book, she wasmur TALU: journalist forSabah. Case filed by the General Staff of the
serving a twelve and a half year sentence, to which the 45 monflurkish Military under Article 95/4 of the Military Penal Code for
sentence for the book was added. Released in February 2007 &mdting in an insulting and derisive manner aimed at undermining rela-
currently filing for compensation for being held five years beyond expirfions between junior and senior officers and destroying trust in superiors
of her sentence. or commanders." Relates to an article by Talu published on 12 June 2007
Ismail BESIKCI, Mehmet Ali IZMIR, Ferzinde KAYA: Besikciis a  entitled ‘Is this impossible?’ on complaints by serving soldiers in the
sociologist and author who spent many years on trial and in prison in tl@ver ranks. If convicted, he faced up to three years in prison. On 13
1980s/1990s. Izmir and Kaya are wismer magazine. All charged November the case against him was dropped when the Istanbul Press
under Article 301 of the Penal Code in December 2006, Besikg¢i for éProsecutor ruled that Talu had written the article with good journalistic
article inEsmer magazine published on 19 January 2006 entitled "Wand humane intents.



Ibrahim YILDIZ: journalists for Cumhuriyet . Charged with insult for taking part in assassination attempts against President Niyazov. PEN
through the press under Article 125 of the Penal Code followings seeking further information.
complaints by Prime Minister Erdogan about an article entitled ‘CHP MP. .
Kog: Prime Minister is making a U-Turn". The case is being tried beforéhreat of arrest/Charges pending
two courts. In early April 2007 the Istanbul 2nd Criminal Court due GRakhim ESENOV: writer and journalist. D.o.b: ¢.1926. Arrested on 23
April 2007 sentenced Yildiz to 23 months in prison commuted to a fine. February 2004 and freed pending charges on 9 March 2004. Esenov was
arrested by members of the Ministry of National Security (MNB) on 23
Case closed February 2004 for interrogation. During questioning, Esenov suffered a
Gilcan BAHTIYARIN: editor in chief of the magazinglizgin and  stroke and was taken to hospital where he remained under Security
writers for the magazine. On 2 November 2006 the Diyabakir Court @ervice guard. Two days later he was taken from hospital and transferred
First Instance decided not to continue with its deliberation on chargés the MND investigation-interrogation unit. He was released condition
under Article 216/1 of the Penal Code of "inciting people to hatred antthat he not leave the country. He was also warned against continuing to
enmity" and handed the case to the Heavy Penal Court. Related to aréiport for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. On 2 March 2004 Esenov
cles published in February 2006 — "Scenes from Kurdish Children" andas charged under Article 177 parts 1 and 2 of the Turkmen Criminal
"Lausanne Treaty". The court acquitted the responsible editor @ode for "inciting social, national and religious hatred". The charges
"Mizgin" magazine Deniz Tursun and Omer Aybar; and condemnertlate to Esenov’s bookentsenosny Skitalets (The Crowned Wanderer),
Gllcan Bahtiyar to 1 year prison sentence over Bahtiyar’'s article dmanned in Turkmenistan for 10 years. Esenov had managed to get the
“"Lausanne Treaty". Presumed free. book published in Moscow in 2003 and had 800 copies delivered to his
Hasan CAN: age 71. Editor-in-chief of the local newspa@#inesbased home in the Turkmen capital Ashgabat. In January 2004, customs author-
in the Eregli district of Konya. Case launched against him in midties had removed the books, alleging they had been imported illegally.
September 2006 on charges of insult to the Minister of Justice in a T®e book, set in the Moghul Empire that was founded in the 16th
July 2006 article entitled "Justice Minister Cemil Cigcek leaves mangZentury, centres on Bayram Khan, a poet, philosopher and army general
question marks behind". Accused of defamation under Article 125/4 ofho is said to have saved Turkmenistan from falling apart. In 1997
the Penal Code. Case closed due to lack of further information. President Saparmurad Niyazov denounced the book as being "histori-
Bekir COSKUN: journalist forHurriyet. Reported in June 2007 to be on cally inaccurate” and demanded that corrections be made, a demand that
trial for an article entitled "Testing...testing..." published on 6 April 200%e refused to meeDther details: Also arrested was his son-in-law Igor
accused of calling for a coup. The Ankara Legal Court Num 2 rejectd@aprielov who was subsequently sentenced to a five year suspended
the request for trial on 26 December 2007. prison term for "smuggling"Health Concerns. acute — Esenov had
Cengiz DOGAN: editor in chief of the local Diyabakir newspapdavi suffered a heart attacks prior to his arr&€itrrent situation: In April
ve Kent. Case opened against him before Diyabakir Heavy Crimina2006, Esenov was allowed to leave Turkmenistan to attend a ceremony in
Court on 28 December 2006 on charges relating to an article in which New York where he received the PEN American/ Barbara Goldsmith
is said to have praised the Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the bannecedom to Write Award. As of December 2006 he had travelled to
PKK. Diyarbakir High Criminal Court Num 5 found Dogan guilty underPrague, Czech Republic and plans to return to Turkmenistan. PEN is
220/8 of TPC and sentenced him to 1 year and 6 months and 22 dageking further informatiotdonorary Member: English, Canadian and
prison sentence on 3 February 2007. Cengiz Dogan was released conAiakerican PEN
ering the time he had spent in prison.
Sevda ERGIN (f): journalist and editor in chief obemokrasi ve UKRAINE
Sosyalizm Yolunda Fabrika (Factory on the Way to Democracy and
Socialism). Trial opened at the Istanbul State Security Court on 6 Jufiélacked
2004. Charged with "propaganda for an illegal organisation" undévlaksim BIROVASH: special correspondent f@usiness newspaper
article 7/2 of the Anti-Terror Law. Accused of issuing propaganda fowas assaulted by two unidentified persons on 7 December 2007.
Kongra-Gel (Kurdish People’s Congress — the successor to the PKK)Birovash is facing legal action over his reporting of the activities of a
an article byZeki Tombak entitled "The Recent Situation on the Kurdish business consortium. He suspects the attack, in which his briefcase
Question" published in April 2004. A 12 August hearing adjourned theontaining papers on the trial was stolen, is directly related to the lawsuit.
case to 25 November 2006. PEN has learned that Sevda Ergin diedTéle case was later found containing everything except for the papers
stomach cancer on 13 April 2006. The case was closed. relating to the trial and his laptop. The police investigating the incident
do not think that the incident is related to Birovash’s journalism. One
TU RKMEN |STAN suspect has been detained and police have set out to arrest another.

o *Serhiy HARMASH: editor in chief of the online edition of the indepen-
Investigation dent newspapeDstriv, based in Donetsk. Claims that his car was set
Khudaiberdy KURBANDURDYYEV: editor-in-chief of the news- alight on 22 September 2007 in an attack Harmash claims to have been in
paperAdalat. Sentenced to eight years in prison according to neweetaliation for his newspaper’s critical reports. Police claim that the
reports of the 10 January 2006. The ruling was a surprise ttack was hooliganism.

Kurbandurdyyev's colleagues as he had always been regarded as loyahtbem SKOROPADSKIY: journalist forCommercant. Reports having

both the regime and President Saparmurat Niyazov. The official chargesen beaten by unknown persons in the night of 13 August 2007 on the
allege that Kurbandurdyyev illegally issued editorial documents to twéront porch of his home. They did not speak nor were they intent on
people, who were not members of tAdalat staff and were later robbery. Skoropadskiy believes the attack is linked to an article he wrote
revealed to be associated with people who are serving prison sentencescising the mayor of Kiev. Skoropadksiy has filed a complaint. 67
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against the defendants are linked to their writings in and distribution of
UNITED KINGDOM Erk the newspaper of the oppositiBrk party, banned in 1994. At the
. trial, Makhmudov testified to having been tortured under interrogation
Judicial Concern - Suspended Sentence including beatings, electric shock and threat of rape of female family
*Samina MALIK (f): age 23. Former shop worker at Heathrow Airport. members. On 3 August 1999, sentenced to 14 yé&aafessional
Self styled ‘Lyrical Terrorist’ for her poetry. The first woman to bedetails: Well-known writer. Member of the Uzbek Writers Union and
convicted under Britian’s Anti Terror Act. Arrested in October 2006 andJzbek Cultural FoundatiofRrevious political imprisonment: impris-
held under house arrest until sentenced on 6 December 2007 to 8 monthed between 1994 and 1996 for alleged embezzlement and abuse of
in prison suspended for 18 months. Convicted for having publicatioraffice, charges which at the time were considered by PEN and Amnesty
including The Al-Qaeda Manual andThe Mujahideen Poisons Handbook International to have been fabricated and that his arrest was because of
considered under the "likely to be useful to a person committing dris association with Salih. This view supported by the United Nations
preparing an act of terrorism". Malik had also posted poems on thWorking Group on Arbitrary detentionBlace of detention: Transferred
Internet that praised martyrdom, described beheadings and hatredfr@im Navoi prison to the medical centre at Tashkent prison around March
non-Muslims. She later in court described her poems as ‘meaningles2Q01. Subsequently moved on to Chirchik prison where the conditions
an attempt to be ‘cool’ and had been taken too literally. are said to be less harsh than at Nak#alth concerns: reports of
torture lead to concern for well being. Hospitalised July 2000 presum-
UZBEKISTAN ably for facial and throat surgery. Thought to have resulted from extreme
] ill-treatment and neglect in Jaslyk camp where previously held.
Main Case Honorary Member: English, American, Canadian, Netherlands and
Muhammad BEKZHON (BEKJANOV) USA
D.o.b: c. 1955Profession: former journalisDate of arrest March 1999
Sentence 15 years, reduced to 12 yedexpires March 2011Details of Yusif RUZIMURADOV
arrest: Deported from Ukraine in March 1999 on accusation of involveProfession: leading opposition party member and editor-in-chieEif
ment in a series of explosions in Tashkent. Several others arrestedDate of arrest March 1999Sentence 15 yearsExpires March 2014
connection with these events. (see Makhmudov, beTovg) details: It Details of arrest: Deported from Ukraine in March 1999 on accusation
is thought that his arrest is linked to his association with the exiled oppof involvement in a series of explosions in Tashkent. Several others
sition leader Muhammed Salih and that the charges are linked to his wakested in connection with these events. (see Makhmudov, alroak)
on Erk, the opposition party’s newspaper, although it has been banndetails: Sentenced 18 August 1999 to eight years in prison on charges of
since 1994. Some of the defendants have testified to having besttempting to "overturn the government by force", "membership of an
tortured under interrogation including beatings, electric shock and threilegal organisation" and "slander" of the Uzbek President. It is thought
of rape of female family membersProfessional details: Former  that his arrest is linked to his association with the exiled opposition
contributor toErk. Brother of exiled opposition leader, Muhammad Salihleader Muhammed Salih and that the charges are linked to his work on
Place of detention: Kasan, south west Uzbekistatealth concerns: Erk, the opposition party’s newspaper, although it has been banned since
reports of torture lead to concern for well being. The UN Special994. Some of the defendants have testified to having been tortured
Rapporteur on Torture in his 2003 report referred to allegations of tortutader interrogation including beatings, electric shock and threat of rape
resulting in Bekjanov’s leg being broken. It referred to Bekjanowf female family membersProfessional details: Former editor-in-chief
contracting TB, for which he received treatment. The Uzbek governmeaf Erk and leading member of the Erk opposition p&Ptace of deten-
had responded to the Rapporteur informing him that the sentence haoh: Navoi. Health concerns: reports of torture lead to concern for well
been reduced by a fifth, and giving details of the TB treatment beirfzeing. Other details: wife resident in the USAHonorary Member:
given. It denied that "moral or physical pressure" had been applied. English PEN, American PEN, Canadian, USA
October 2006, his wife was able to visit him in prison and reports that he o .
was still suffering beatings, and that he had lost most of his teethorced psychiatric detention
Concerns for his health remained acute as of late ZD0%r Details: Dzhamshid (Jamshid) KARIMOV: d.o.b c. 1967, journalist working
Brother Rashid Bekzhon arrested alongside him. Wife resident in ther the London-based Institute of War and Peace Reporting (IWPR) until
USA. Honorary Member: English PEN, American PEN, USA, May 2005 and subsequently for a number of other publications, disap-

Canadian. peared on 12 September 2006. Two weeks later his friends were able to
ascertain that Karimov was being held in a psychiatric hospital in the
Mamadali MAKHMUDOV capital, Samarkand. The chief psychiatrist at the hospital stated that
Profession: writer and opposition actividdate of arrest 19 February Karimov suffers from a psychiatric disorder, that he was accepting
1999 Sentence 14 yearsExpires 3 August 2013Details of arrest: medication, was in a room of his own and does not mix with other

Arrested 19 February 1999 after a series of explosions in Tashkepatients!ll treatment/medical: has been allowed visits from his mother
Several others arrested in connection with these evertl. details: and fiancé but on occasion reportedly appeared distressed and askec
Held in incommunicado detention from February to May 1999them to help him get out. In August 2007, there were reports that his
Subsequently charged 1) Article 158 Uzbek Criminal Code -ealth had deteriorated further, in particularly his failing eyesight.
Threatening the president and 2) Article 159.3 UCC — Threatening tlgackground: Karimov is a nephew of the President Islam Karimov and,
constitutional order. It is thought that his arrest is linked to his associaecording to CPJ, is said to have been openly critical of his uncle and to
tion with the exiled opposition leader Muhammed Salih. However accede living in poverty. Karimov worked for IWPR until May 2005 when

to key documents has been denied. Appears that some of the chamyesy protestors were killed at a protest in Andijan. He subsequently



went on to work for a number of independent newspapers as a freelaneeent on to work as a proof-reader for the newsp&fetq Suzi and
Previous poalitical persecution: Since mid 2006 Karimov had been worked for the newspap&port. He left journalism in 2001 to care for
under surveillance by the intelligence agencies and in August 2006, Hits wife and two young daughters, age five and six, both of whom are
mother reportedly demanded of the authorities, unsuccessfully, thdisabled. His wife is also disabled. Ernazarov had reportedly stopped
listening devices be removed from their property. Also in August 2006yorking as a journalist, and was at the time of his arrest employed in a
Karimov’s passport was seized after he applied for a visa to attend a jobazaar to earn money for the surgery needed by his daudttmeof

nalism seminar in Kyrgyzstan. It is reported that on 31 August 2006, thetention: Zarafshan Prison, NavdDther: In July 2003 the UN Special
head of the regional administration visited Karimov and offered hinRapporteurs on Torture and Freedom of Expression, and the Chair of the
positions on official newspapers, apparently in a bid to entice him to st&fiN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention sent an urgent appeal about

his independent journalism. Honorary member: English PEN the arrest and lack of access to legal counsel The Special Rapporteurs on
o Torture and Freedom of Expression sent subsequent appeals in August
Investigation 2003 following the conviction of Ernazarov following a trial that

*Yusuf Juma (Dzhuma): poet. Age 50. Reported disappeared on l@lismissed allegations that he and his defendants had been tortured. The
December 2007, and subsequently found to have been arrested on&®ernment responded that Ernazarov had been defended by a lawyer,
December 2007 and remained detained as of 31 December. His arr@stl contested reports that his wife had not been allowed access to him.
follows a series of demonstrations he and his son staged in BukhaREN is seeking further information.
where they displayed anti President Karimov posters against charg@ayrat MEHLIBOEV: d.o.b. c. 1979. Journalism graduate. Arrested 24
made against another son, Mashrab Dzhuma, who was arrested odufly 2002 in Chorsu Market, Tashkent, during an illegal demonstration.
December and is charged with rape, allegations that he and his famfgcused of supporting the banned Hizb ut-Tahar Islamist group. Charged
dispute. Alerts were raised when, on 10 December 2007, after an alteroader Article 156 of the Criminal Code — inciting religious enmity,
tion with police in Bukhara, neighbours reported that dozens of policarticle 159 — forming illegal religious organisations, Article 244 partici-
had descended on the Juma home, and heard shooting from inside ghgon in extremist groups. Sentenced 20 February 2003 to seven years in
house in a rampage that lasted until 1 am the following morningarison, subsequently reduced to six and a half years. Accusation based on
Neighbours also report that after the police left, they went to the houseddicle published in 2001 on the ideology of Hizb ut-Tahar and literature
find no-one there and the corpses of pet dogs and livestock that had beéthe organisation found in his room. Mehliboev claims that while he
shot. Juma was thought to have been at his house at the time, along witidied the organisation’s ideology which he used as a source for his
three of his children aged 25, 19 and 11, and his daughter-in-law and taadicle, he was not involved in violent acts. He also denied possession of
grand children aged five and two. For some days there were concerns thatliterature. He claims to have been tortured in detention. Graduated in
Juma had been arrested, and possibly killed. However by 22 Decemip@usrnalism in June 2002 from Tashkent University. His whereabouts and
he was found to have been detained. At time of writing, PEN is uncleaonditions of detention are unknown. PEN is seeking further details.
about the reasons for the arrest. One report suggests that on Qftkali NAMAZQV: former editor of the government newspapep
December, Juma was in his car that had posters displayed on it. WhEmgi and journalist forKishlok Khayoti, also a state newspaper,
police attempted to apprehend him, he allegedly knocked down amséntenced to five and a half years in prison on 16 August 2004 on charges
injured two policemen and drove aw&yevious political per secution: of embezzlemenBackground: Namazov's arrest followed a series of
Juma is well known for his opposition activities and has been subject éticles in which he criticised alleged abuses of tax inspections and
arrest and harassment in recent years including a three year sentecmléective farm management. His trial opened on 4 August 2004 at the
passed in 2001 for "unconstitutional activities. He was freed in earlJurakurgan District Criminal Court, during which he is said to have
2002. claimed that the judge was biased and that he was not allowed to defend
Khayrullah (Hairulla) ERNAZARQV: journalist. Arrested 28 April himself. Human Rights monitors say that Namakov's family has suffered
2003 by national security service (SNS) agents at his home in Tashkemprisals, having their home telephone cut and his daughter fired from her
Trial: Trial opened in Samarkand regional court on 18 June 2003ob as a school doctor. Namazov’'s whereabouts and state of health are
Ernazarov is said to be accused of disseminating audio cassettesunknown. PEN is seeking further details.
sermons by the Islamic preacher Abduvalli-kori, and thus promotin
wahhabism (a conservative Islamic sect), and being a member of t%étacked
Hizb-Ut-Tahrir party. His lawyer, provided by the Centre for HumahSaid ABDURAKHIMOV (aka Sid Yanyshev): journalist. Age 35.
Rights Initiatives, was apparently denied access to the court hearirfigeported that on 11 October 2007 he was set upon in the capital Tashkent
Human rights groups have expressed deep concern about the arrestlantivo men in civilian clothes claiming to be National Security Service
reported torture of alleged Hisb-Ut-Tahrir members, and there are feasficials after he asked them to show their credentials following their
for Ernazarov’s well-being. A fourth hearing was held on 18 July 2008emand that he produce his documents. He claims to have lost
during which eight witnesses testified. All had been condemned @bnsciousness. He believes the attack was related to his writings. He is
"wahabi-ism" in 2000. Six declared that they did not recognis¢he Tashkent correspondent for the London-based Institute for War and
Ernazarov. One apparently claimed in court that his statements had bé&sace Reporting and has covered social and political issues for the
extracted under torture. Others have made similar claims. During theebsite ferghana.ru and other Russian based websites. He was on his
hearing, Ernazarov apologised to the court and Uzbek President. Whreturn from reporting on protests over rises in bread prices in the town of
asked why, Ernazarov is said to have replied that he apologised only fohirchik when he was attacked, during which his mobile phone
practising Islam prayer. The trial hearing was barred to journalisteontaining footage of the demonstrations was stolen.

Convicted to seven years in prison on 28 July 2082ckground:
Ernazarov graduated from the Tashkent Theatrical Institute in 1997, and 69
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H 2006Sentence: Four years in prisoExpires: 5 November 2010etails
M i d d I e E a St an d N o rt h of arrest: arrested after posting articles critical of Islam on his web-blog
Afri ca (www.karam903.blogspot.com). He was charged with ‘incitement to
hatred of Islam’ and ‘circulating rumours threatening public order’.
Details of trial: His trial began on 18 January 2007 and he was
sentenced to four years in prison on 22 February 2007 on charges of
‘disparaging Islam’ and ‘defaming the Egyptian president’. The charge

ALGER'A of ‘broadcasting statements that could disturb public order’ was dropped.
] The Court of Appeal upheld the four-year sentence on 12 March 2007.
Facing charges Place of detention: Borg El-Arab Prison in AlexandriaHealth

Abdel Salam BAROUDY: Administrator of theBilad Telmesan Internet  concerns: Reported in November 2007 to have suffered a broken tooth
log (http://bilad-13.maktoobblog.com). Facing a defamation charge fas a result of ill-treatment in prisofreatment in Prison: Reported to
criticising an official in an article published in February 2007. Baroudye beaten and ill-treated in detentidtrevious political imprison-
reportedly criticised an official for allegedly banning cooperatiorment/problems:. Previously arrested for posting anti-religious articles on
between religious leaders and local broadcasters. If found guilty, lés website and held for almost three weeks in October 200&r.ds:
could face a sentence of six months in prison and a fine. The first hearikgreem Amer was awarded the journalism award atltharthual Index

was due to take place on 11 June 2007. No further information as of 8t Censorship Freedom of Expression Awards on 14 March 2007.

December 2007. Honorary member of: English and American PEN. (RAN 04/07, 24
. January 2007; update #1, 26 February 2007; update #2, 13 March 2007;
Sentenced: free on bail update #3, 28 November 2007.)

*Dhif TALAL: Correspondent for the Arabic-language newspayer
Fadjr. Reportedly sentenced on 15 October 2007 to six months in jail ef/dicial concern
defamation charges brought by the Ministry of Agriculture, over a\bd al-Mun’im Gamal al-Din "ABD AL MUN’IM: Freelance jour-
article on mismanagement within the Ministry written by Talal. He isnalist, born c. 1964, currently detained on charges of terrorism before a

appealing against the decision. military court. He was arrested in February 1993, acquitted in October of
that year of being a member of an illegal Islamist group but issued with a
Case closed new detention order and placed in a high security prison. He has been

Chawki AMARI and Omar BELHOUCHET: Director and columnist charged along with 106 others of supporting the militant Islamist group
respectively of the dail§l Watan. Reportedly handed down three-month al-Jihad (Holy Struggle) in a trial known as the “Returnees from
prison sentences passed by a court in eastern city of Jijel on 25 Decembirania” trial. On 18 April 1999, the Supreme Military Court acquitted
2006. The sentences are a result of a libel suit brought by the prefect o26rof the 106 including "Abd al-Mun’im Gamal al-Din. However, he was
an article published on 17 June 2006 in which they accuse him of corrupimediately issued with a new detention order and was transferred to
tion. Their sentences were reduced to two months in prison on appeallstigbal Tora prison, north of Cairo, which is closed to visits. Amnesty
27 May 2007. Case closed for lack of further information. International is among groups expressing concerns over his judicial
Salah MOKHTARI: Journalist with the national daiBl Djazair News. process and is treating him as a possible prisoner of conscience. His jour-
Reportedly arrested in Medea, south of Algiers, on 18 December 200alism was critical of the government and some believe that this is what
When he was taken to the prosecutor’s office the following day, he wasally lies behind his imprisonment. He used to write regularly for the bi-
told four arrest warrants were pending against him from 2004 and 200&ekly Al-Sha'b. Still detained as of 31 December 2007. Held in
for alleged libel in articles he had written for the Arabic-langulge Rayoum Jail, southwest of Cairo, and said to be suffering from kidney
Kawalis, for which he was working at the time. Mokhtari, who claims toproblems and asthma.

have never received a summons in connection with these cases, was

accorded a provisional release on 25 December 2006, after being held$6/tenced, free on bail pending appeal

a week. Case closed for lack of further information. *Anawar EL-HAWARY, Mahmoud GHALAB and Ameer SALIM:
Director, deputy chief and political editor of the newspapleWafd

BAHRAIN respectively. Reportedly each sentenced to two years in prison on 25
September 2007, after a lawsuit was brought against them by a group of

Attacked lawyers representing the ruling Democratic Party. The charges are based

*Ali AL-SHEHABI, Husain AL-ORRAYED and Mohammed AL- on Article 102 of the Criminal Code, alleging tHztWafd published
MUKHARRAQ: Journalists with the newspapeXisAl-Ayam, Al-Waqt ~ false news detrimental to the judiciary in January 2007. The story refers
and Al-Wasat respectively. Reportedly harassed and assaulted kp a meeting between several senior judiciary officials during which
Bahraini security forces on 25 December 2007 whilst covering a peacef#éveral judges were criticised. Several other newspapers covered the

protest outside the public prosecutor’s office. same story. The men remain free pending appeal after posting bail.
*Adil HAMOUDA, Wael AL-IBRASHI, Ibrahim I1SSA AND Abdel
EGYPT Al-Halim QANDIL: Editor of the weeklAl-Fagr, journalist with the
) weekly Sawt al-Umma, editor of the dailyAl-Dustur and former editor of
Main case the weekly Al-Karama respectively. Reportedly sentenced on 13
Abdel Kareem Nabil SULEIMAN (aka Kareem Amer) September 2007 to one year in prison and a heavy fine on charges of

D.o.b: 1984 Profession: Internet activisDate of arrest: 6 November  ‘making public with malicious intent false news, statements or rumours



that are likely to disturb public order’ as stated by Article 188 of the\pril 2005 reporting on a lawsuit brought by a man from Al-Warrak who
Penal Code. The men posted bail and remain free pending appeal. Tlicused President Mubarak and his wife and son of unconstitutional
appeal will be heard by the Agouza Appeal Court on 26 January 2008.conduct and ‘wasting foreign aid’ during the privatisation of state-owned

o companies. A court of appeal sentenced both men to a fine and dropped
Investigation their prison sentences on 28 February 2007. Case closed.

*Yonis DARWISH: Journalist with the newspapEl-Wafd. Reportedly  Amira MALASH (f): Reporter for the independent weeld-Fagr.
sentenced to one month in prison by a criminal court on 28 October 208&ntenced to one year in prison for defamation on 9 March 2006. She
after a lawyer brought a lawsuit against Darwish questioning the accwas convicted of defaming Judge Attia Mohammad Awad in an article
racy of an article he wrote about a municipal session. WiPC seekirsfpe wrote in July 2005 alleging that he had taken bribes. Thought to
further information. remain free pending appeal, case closed of further information.

*Wael EL IBRASHI: Chief editor of the independent newspafawt
El-Omma. Six lawsuits for defamation were reportedly brought agains|] R AN
him before the Misdemeanors Court of El-Agouza on 10 December |
2007. The lawsuits were reportedly filed by several businessmddain Cases
regarding articles published in his newspaper alleging corruption in th#madeddin BAQI
companies. Three of the lawsuits are brought by the chairman of tReofession: Leading journalist and human rights defendate of
board of one of the companies. The hearing for three of the lawsuitsasrest: 14 October 200%entence: One year in prisorDetails of arrest:
scheduled for 28 January 2008, the hearing for the other three lawsuité\scording to PEN’s information, Emadeddin Bagi was arrested on 14
scheduled for 11 February 2008. Ibrashi has been previously charged &xtober 2007 at the Security Unit of the General and Revolutionary
convicted for articles published in his newspaper (see ‘sentenced, freePublic Prosecutor's Office after he responded to a summons. He is
bail’ above), and th&awt EI-Omma is known for exposing corruption in  believed to have been charged with ‘propaganda against the regime’ and
Egypt. ‘publishing secret government documents’ for his activities as president

*|brahim 1SSA: Editor of the dailyAl-Dustur. Reportedly charged on 11 of the Society for the Defense of Prisoners’ Rights, an organisation that he
September 2007 by the prosecutor general with ‘publishing reports likefgunded in 2003. Whilst his family was posting bail, Evin prison authori-
to disturb public security and damage the public interest’. The chargéss arrived at the courthouse and announced that Baqgi was required to
stem from a series of articles publishedAlrDustur about President’s serve a one-year suspended sentence he was given in December 2003, and
Mubarak’s rumoured health problems. Ibrahim Issa was due to appearia was immediately transferred to jafcevious political imprison-
court on 1 October 2007 and this was postponed to 26 October 2007 afteant/problems. In November 2003 he had been charged with ‘endan-
his lawyer asked for more time to prepare the defence. Issa is algering national security’ and ‘publishiing lies’ in a series of articles
appealing against a sentence he was handed out on 13 September 20@uliished in the reformist press and his b®b& Tragedy of Democracy
a separate case with three other journalists (see bdtoaious polit- in Iran, implicating Iranian officials in the 1998 murders of a number of
ical imprisonment/problems: Reportedly sentenced to one year inintellectuals and dissidents. Bagi was sentenced on 4 December 2003 to
prison on 26 June 2006 for ‘insulting the President’ and ‘spreading falsme year in jail, suspended for five years. On 17 October 2004 the suspen-
or tendentious rumours’ for a report on a legal case against Presidsivie character of the prison sentence was reportedly lifted, and he subse-
Mubarek. His sentence was commuted to a fine by a court of appeal gmently launched an appeal against the judgement. On 2 February 2005,
28 February 2007. Issa is also a novelist, and his néagial Al-Rajul the one-year prison sentence was upheld and his appeal was rejected.
Al-Kabir (The Assassination of the Big Man) was banned in 1999. He has However the sentence was not enforced until now, for reasons that remain

been banned from publishing as a journalist many times. unclear to PEN. Emadeddin Bagi has a history of political imprisonment
and persecution; his family report that he has been summoned to court 23
Case closed times in the past four years alone. He was first imprisoned on 29 May

Sherin Abu EL NAGA (f), Mohamed HASHEM, Shahenda 2000 after being convicted on several counts stemming from his critical
MEKLED: Academic and writer, owner @far Merit Publishing House  writings, including those that “questioned the validity of ...Islamic law”,
and political activist respectively. All three faced charges of defamatiofthreatening national security”, and “spreading unsubstantiated news
after several members of a feudal family filed a defamation claim againstbries”. Bagi was sentenced on 17 July 2000 to five and a half years in
them on 10 January 2007. This followed the publication of the boojrison, which was commuted to three years on 22 October 2000. He
From the Papers of Shahenda Mekled, published byDar Merit. EI Naga, reportedly served two years of this senteftace of detention: Section

the author of the book, reportedly recounted some of the feudal practi@39 of Tehran’s Evin prisorlreatment in prison: Said to be held

in Kamshich, Menoufia Governorate in the 1950s and 1960s. Some of theommunicado and in solitary confinement, and to be at risk of ill-treat-
members of the said feudal family regard the book as defamatory antent.Health concerns: Reportedly suffered a heart attack in prison on
insulting and now seek confiscation of the book. Case closed for lack 26 December 2007. He was reportedly briefly hospitalised for emergency
further information. treatment, but then returned to prison. (RAN 44/07, 31 October 2007;
Ibrahim ISSA and Sahar ZAKI|: Editor and journalist respectively of update #1, 15 January 2008).

the opposition weekhAl-Dustur. Reportedly sentenced to one year in

prison on 26 June 2006 by a court in the village of Al-Warrack, neaMohammad Hassan FALLAHIYA:

Cairo, for ‘insulting the President’ and ‘spreading false or tendentiouBrofession: Journalist and managing editor #8fjlam al-Talaba, a
rumours’ after they reported on a legal case against President Mubarstudent publication of Ahvaz University, Khuzestan provirizate of

The charges were brought by the ‘ordinary people of al-Warrak’ wherrest: November 2006Sentence: Three years imprisonment with hard
were reportedly offended by an article publisheddirDustur on 25  labour. Expires: November 2009Details of arrest: Detained after 71
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writing articles criticising the Iranian government and reportedlyKaveh JAVANMARD

contacting opposition groups based abrdzeails of trial: Reportedly  Profession: Iranian Kurdish Journalist for the weelfyrafto. Date of
sentenced on 21 April 2007 and according to Amnesty International, laerest: 18 December 2006entence: 2 years in prisonExpires: 17

was not allowed legal representation throughout the judicial procesBecember 2008etails of arrest: Officials from the Ministry of
Place of detention: Reportedly held in Section 209 of Evin Prison, Intelligence arrested Kaveh Javanmard at his home in Sanandej on 18
Tehran.Treatment in prison/Health Problems: There are fears that he December 2006Details of trial: He was sentenced to two years in
may be at risk of torture or ill-treatment. Fallahiya also suffers fronprison 17 May 2007. The charges against him have not been made
sickle cell anaemia but he is reportedly being denied the medical carekrwn, although he is believed to be held for his legitimate professional
needs for his condition. The prison authorities have reportedly preventadtivities as a journalist. The authorities have reportedly targeted other
his family from bringing supplies of his medication to the prison and it istaff members oKrafto in the weeks leading to his arrest. Javanmard’s
feared that his health may deteriorate further without adequate medieatest came during a wave of arrests, bans and acts of intimidation

care.Honorary member of: English PEN. against the media following a visit to the Kurdish north by the President
and the Culture Minister in September 20@8ace of detention:
Ali FARAHBAKHSH: Reportedly transferred on 29 December 2007 to a prison in the northern

Profession: Former economics and foreign affairs reporter for thecity of Maragheh, 300km from his family home. (RAN 18/07 , 28 March
banned reformist dailie¥as-e No, Shargh and Sobh-e Emrooz. Date of 2007 — Update #1 30 May 2007).

arrest: 27 November 2006Sentence: Three years imprisonment. *Mohammad Sadiq KABUDVAND:

Expires. 26 November 2009Details of arrest: Arrested on 27 Profession:Editor of the journaPayam-e Mardom-e Kurdistan. Date of
November 2006 on his return from Bangkok, Thailand, where he harest: 1 July 2007Details of arrest: Reportedly arrested at his place of
been attending a conference organised by a Thai human rights organisark in Tehran by plain-clothed security officers. Following his arrest, he
tion on government and the media. His arrest was not made public untin@s first taken to his house where three computers, books, photographs,
January 2007Details of trial: His trial began on 26 February 2007, andfamily films and personal documents were confiscated. No reason has
he was convicted of ‘espionage’ and ‘stealing from foreigners’ on 2Been given for his arrest although it could be linked to a previous one-
March 2007. His lawyers said they would appeal the sentefexe of year prison sentence which he has never seRiede of detention:
detention: Evin Prison, Tehrarlreatment in prison: Ali Farahbakhsh Intelligence Minsitry’s Section 209 of Evin Prisofireatment in

has been allowed family visits, and his wife and mother report that hepsison: Held incommunicado and said to be ill-treatddealth

in poor health and is held in solitary confinement. According to hisoncerns: Suffers from high blood pressure, a skin and a kidney condi-
family, he suffers from kidney and digestive problems, and the authottion, has been told by prison guards that every time he wants to go to the
ties have reportedly not allowed him access to his medication since ttwlet, he must write a letter to the intelligence officials running Section
beginning of May 2007. (RAN 15/07 21 March 2007; update #1 03 Apri209 of Evin Prison and seek formal permission to do so. His kidneys may

2007; update #2 13 June 2007) be damaged if he is not permitted to use the toilet when he needs to.
Other information: Reportedly granted a conditional release order in
Adnan HASSANPOUR December 2007, but his family cannot afford to raise the bail amount of

Profession: Iranian Kurdish journalist, writer and human rights activist.150 million toumen (145, 000 euros) so he remains detaRrexious

Date of arrest: 25 January 200Bentence: Death penaltyDetails of political problems: Among several prominent Kurdish human rights
arrest: Reportedly detained on 25 January 2007 in Marivan, a small cityefenders and journalists to be detained on 2 August 2005 following
in the northwestern province of Kurdistan, apparently for expressing higotests in the city of Sanandaj, capital of Kurdistan. Kabudvand was
views on the Kurdish issue. He was reportedly held incommunicadeportedly sentenced to 10 months in prison on 18 August 2005 for
without charge in a Ministry of Intelligence facility in Marivan, and “separatist propaganda”. Reportedly held in solitary confinement for 66
transferred to Marivan prison on 26 March 2007. In April 2007Méer days before being freed on bail. For reasons unclear to PEN, Kabudvand
News Agency, which is said to have close links with Iran’s judiciary, was summoned by the Office for the Execution of Sentences on 22
apparently alleged that Adnan Hassanpour had been in contact wBeptember 2006, and ordered to serve out the remainder of his sentence
Kurdish opposition groups and had helped two people from Khuzest&eleased in April 2007. (RAN 30/07,18 July 2007 — update #1,13
province, who were wanted by the authorities, to flee from IrarNovember 2007).

However, it is thought that he may be held for a phone conversation he

had with a staff member é&adio Voice of America shortly before his *Ako KURDNASAB

arrest.Details of trial: He appeared before the Islamic RevolutionaryProfession: Board member of the weeki§arfto. Date of arrest: 23 July

Court in Sanandaj on 12 June 2007, in the presence of his lawyer. On20®7 Sentence: Six months in prisofExpires. 22 January 200Betails

July 2007 he was told that he had been sentenced to death on chargesf @frrest: Reportedly arrested on 23 July 2007 for his activities in
espionage antoharebeh (‘being at enmity with God’). The sentence support of Adnan Hassanpour (see ‘main case’ abDwtgils of trial:

was confirmed on 3 August 2007.Previous political Kurdnasab reportedly appeared at a closed-doors session at the Sanande
imprisonment/problems: Adnan Hassanpour is a former member of theRevolutionary Court on 10 September 2007 on charges of ‘espionage,
editorial board of the Kurdish-Persian weekly jourmeo (Horizon),  acting against national security and attempting to overthrow the regime
which was closed by the Iranian authorities in August 2005, followinghrough his journalistic activities’. Said to have been sentenced to three
widespread unrest in Kurdish areas. He had previously been tried years in prison on espionage charges, reduced on appeal to six months
connection with articles published in the jourr@ther information: for ‘attempting to overthrow the government by means of journalistic
He is a member of the Kurdish Writer's Association. (Update #1 to RAMctivities’ on 13 November 200Place of detention: He is held incom-
11/07, 30 July 2007). municado at Sanandaj prison without access to family visits.



*Ejlal QAVAMI On 6 March 2002, the Iranian authorities began closed and unannounced
Profession: Journalist with the banned weekli®yam-e Mardom proceedings against Pourzand. On 13 April 2002 the Tehran General
Kurdistan andDeedgah. Date of arrest: 2 August 2005Sentence: 3~ Court reportedly sentenced him to eleven years’ imprisonment on charges
years and a half years in prisDetails of arrest: Among several promi- of “undermining state security through his links with monarchists and
nent Kurdish human rights defenders and journalists to be detained os@unter-revolutionaries”. It is widely believed that the charges against
August 2005 following protests in the city of Sanandaj, capital ohim are based on ‘confessions’ which are thought to have been exacted
Kurdistan. Believed to be charged with acting against national securitynder duress. The sentence was reportedly confirmed on 21 May 2002
and organising and leading the demonstrations in Sanandaj. Held in sétilowing an appeal by his court-appointed lawyétgalth concerns:
tary confinement for 66 days before being freed on bathils of trial: Pourzand suffers from diabetes and a heart complaint. Said to have been
Reportedly sentenced to three and a half years in prison on 9 June 20@nied necessary medical treatment whilst in detention, and reported by
for ‘inciting revolt’ and ‘undermining national security’. Qavami was his family to be in a serious condition both physically and psychologi-
reportedly re-arrested on 9 July 2007 and his lawyer confirmed theally. After a series of hospitalisations in 2004 he was released on medical
Qavami has been sentenced to three and a half years in prison otedve from prison. However according to his family he is denied permis-
August 2007Place of detention: Evin prisonHealth concerns: Said to  sion to travel abroad for necessary medical treatment and to visit his
require an operation for an acute eye infectiBnevious political family who are living in exile in the USDther information: Siamak
imprisonment/problems. Reportedly sentenced to a two-year Pourzand is the husband of writer and lawyer Mehrangiz Kar. Adopted by
suspended prison sentence for ‘publishing false news’ in 2007. the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detentioklonorary Member:

Norwegian, Canadian and American PEN. (RAN 20/04, 27 April 2004)
Grand Ayatollah Yasub al-Din RASTGARI L
D.o.b.: 1927 Profession: Shi'a religious leader and schol@ate of ~ /nvestigation
arrest: 27 April 2004 Sentence: 4 years in prisorExpires: 28 April  *Soheyl ASEFI: D.o.b. : 4 November 1982 Freelance journalist.
2008 Details of arrest: Grand Ayatollah Yasub al-Din Rastgari was Reportedly arrested on 4 August 2007 after a summons from the Special
reportedly arrested in his home city of Qom on 27 April 2004 after th8ection for Security Affairs of Tehran’'s Prosecutor’s Office. His home
publication of his booRhe Reality of Religious Unity. His two sons were had been searched on 31 July 2007 and his writings, letters and computer
also arrested with him and the book’s publisher closed down. He @nongst personal items taken way. Has since been held incommunicado
accused of ‘insulting Islam’ and ‘causing schism’ in the book, which ignd in solitary confinement in Section 209 of Evin Prison. He was offered
allegedly critical of the policies of some historic characters and ‘denbail on 25 September 2007 but his family are unable to raise the bail sum
grates the sanctity’ of some Wahhabi sect personalities. The book is safd3,000 million rials (250,000 Euroiealth concerns: Said to be in
to be a Shiite text attacking the Sunni sect of Islam, and is reportedbpor health and to suffer from dizziness and low blood pressure.
addressing points raised in another published book. PEN first learneti@mid AHAMADZADEH: Journalist with the banned newspapéss
this case in June 2005, and exact details remain difficult to confirrand Didgah. Reportedly arrested by intelligence officers in Sanandaj,
Details of trial: It is thought that Grand Ayatollah Rastgari has beerranian Kurdistan, on 28 November 2007. The reason for his arrest is
secretly charged, convicted and sentenced to four years in prison by tirknown. WiPC seeking further details.
Special Court for the Clergy, which is known to violate internationally=arshad GORBANPOUR : Journalist for several publications
recognised standards of fairness to which Iran is a state pladith including the online newspaper ‘Roozonline’. Reportedly arrested on 31
concerns. Said to be in poor health, suffering from heart disease anduly 2007 on the orders of Tehran prosecutor Said Mortazavi, and trans-
diabetesProfessional details: Grand Ayatollah Rastgari is said to be aferred to Section 209 of Evin prison. The charges against him are not
Muslim scholar who has written over 100 worRkace of detention: He  known. WiPC checking whether still detained.
is thought to be held by the secret service in the city of Qom although H&smail JAVADI: Journalist. Arrested on 18 February 2007 in Orumiye.
exact whereabouts, charges against him or sentence have not b&sportedly detained in a facility controlled by the Ministry of
confirmed Previous political imprisonment/problems: He has report-  Intelligence where he was allegedly severely beaten. His family was
edly been previously detained on several occasions, most recentlyahiowed to visit him and reported that he is in urgent need of medical
1996, when he was reportedly sentenced to three years in prison anattention. They also claim they were threatened by security officials and
period of internal exile for his activities against the regime. He wawld they should not speak about his case to anyone. WiPC seeking
reportedly critical of government interference of religious institutions irfurther information.
Qom and of the functions of the Special Court for the Clergy. Said t8aid MATINPOUR: Journalist with the Azeri weeklyyarpagh.

have been tortured in detention. (RAN 45/05, 19 October 2005) Reportedly arrested on 28 May 2007 at his home in the northwestern city

. . of Zanjan. Reportedly held incommunicado without charge in section
Main case, free on medical leave 209 of Evin prison, without access to family visits. WiPC checking
Siamak POURZAND whether still detianed.

D.o.b.: 1930Profession: Journalist and film criticDate of arrest: 24  *Abolfazl Abedini NASR: D.o.b.: 1982. Journalist with the weekly
November 2001.Sentence: 11 years’ imprisonmentExpires. 23 Bahar Khozestan. Reportedly arrested on 13 November 2007 as he left
November 201Details of arrest: Abducted by the Iranian intelligence his office, and sentenced to one year in prison on 24 December 2007 at a
services on 24 November 2001. It is thought that his arrest may beal held in the southwestern city of Ahvaz. His lawyer was reportedly
connected to his position as manager of M&@mue-ye Farrhangi-ye  not present at the trial. Thought to have been convicted on charges of
Honari-ye Tehran, a cultural centre for writers, artists, and intellectuals.'acting against national security’ and ‘disseminating false information’
Pourzand is also known for his articles critical of the Islamic regime, arfor his reporting. Said to have been arrested several times in the past two
is said to have worked with Iranian foreign-based mektails of trial: years. WiPC seeking further information of the charges. 73
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Beaz Ahmad QASABIAN, Mogdad KHALIPOR, Pooya ments” (selling information to the US) and “propaganda against the
MAHMOUDIAN, Majid TAVAKKOLI and Majid SHEIKHPOUR: Islamic regime” but he faces another charge of “keeping confidential and
Managing editor ofSahar, editor of Atiyeh, editor-in-chief ofRivar, secret documents of the intelligence organizations”. A sentence of
editor-in-chief ofKhat-e Sefer and editor in chief oEar-e Khat respec-  unknown duration has been issued on this count, but it is still on appeal.
tively. Qasabian was reportedly arrested on 3 May 2007 and Khalipolihe Tehran Prosecutor immediately lodged a protest against the acquittal
on 7 May 2007. The three other men were reportedly summoned tawing, which is currently under examination.

Revolutionary Court on 8 May 2007 and were detained by judicial offi* Fatemeh Kamali Ahmad SARAHI (f): Editor of the banned monthly
cials the same day. All men are reportedly detained in relation to articldameh-e-no. Married to leading pro-reform journalist Emadoddin Baqi
published in several student publications on 30 April 2007 deemed lfgee ‘main case’ above). Reportedly handed down a three-year
university officials to ‘insult Islamic sanctities’, a criminal offence. All suspended sentence on 31 July 2007 on charges of ‘meeting and
are believed to be held in Evin Prison and there are fears that they maycbéuding with the aim of disrupting national security’ for taking part in a

at risk of torture or ill treatment. WiPC seeking an update. series of human rights workshops in Dubai in 2004.

*Bakhtiyar REHIMI: Journalist from Merivan, Iranian Kurdistan. Ahmad Reza SHIRI: Journalist and internet writer. Reportedly handed
Reportedly arrested on 23 July 2007 with Ako Kurdnasab (see ‘manfown a three-year prison sentence, suspended for five years, on 8 Januan
case above) for their activities in support of Adnan Hassanpour (see m&id06 for writing articles calling for a boycott of the elections in February
case above). Rehimi was reportedly due to remain in detention for at le2605.
two months after his arrest. WiPC checking whether still detained. Yaghoub YADALI

. D.o.b.: 1970Profession: Novelist Date of arrest: 15 March 2007
Sentenced, free on bail Sentence: 1 year in prison, 9 months of which are suspenBethils of
Taghi RAHMANI and Hoda SABER arrest: According to PEN'’s information, Yaghoub Yadali was arrested
Profession: Journalist with the banned weekDmid-é-Zangan and co-  on 15 March 2007 and detained for 41 days on charges of insult, libel and
editor of the banned monthlyan-é-Farda. Date of arrest: 14 June 2003. publication of false information in two of his fictional works: a collec-
Sentence: seven and five and a half respectivadetails of arrest: tion of six short stories entitledBketches in the Garden (Aasa
Reportedly arrested at their homes in Tehran on 15 June 2003 for meetifgplications, Tehran, 1997) and parts of his nBitelal s of Restlessness
secretly with students in support of the anti-government protests th@tiloufar publications, Tehran, 2004). Both had been granted approval
began on 10 June 2003. They were free on bail at the time after beifog publication from Iran’s Ministry of Guidance. A sample of the novel,
convicted in a separate cafetails of trial: Among seven journalists Rituals of Restlessness, featuring a rural Lor woman who is described as
who were sentenced on 10 May 2003 for their membership of tten immoral person, is quoted by the prosecutor in the indictment.
National Religious Alliance (Melli Mazhabi),a nationalist Islamic groupYaghoub Yadali is himself a member of the Lor Ethnic minority, and is
that has been banned since March 2001. They received sentencesmBward-winning writer in the regiobetails of trial: Yadali was tried
eleven and ten years’ imprisonment respectively on charges of “subveat-a court in the city of Yasuj, capital of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad
sive activities against the state”. Both remained free on bail pendirrovince, southwestern Iran, on 23 August 2007. He was convicted and
appeal, but were each arrested at their homes in Tehran on 15 June 2883enced in September 2007 to one years’ imprisonment for ‘insulting
for allegedly meeting secretly with students in support of the anti-goverimn order to agitate the general public’. Nine months of the sentence are
ment protests that began on 10 June 2003. They remained detained, sispended for two years, conditional on his writing four articles in the
details of their detention remained unclear until 1 May 2004, when thellocal news papers on art and cultural personalities of Kohgiluyeh and
sentences were reportedly confirmed as seven and five-and-a-half ye®@syer-Ahmad Province, published at his own expesefessional
imprisonment respectively. Lawyers for the men have not been allowefttails: Yaghoub Yadali is a prominent writer, who has also worked as a
access to their clients’ files. Their case was re-examined by the Headtelevision director, making documentaries and writing screenplays. In
Judiciary and they were convicted in a closed session on 28 Decemieldition to the works for which he was sentenced, he has also published
2005 on charges of forming an illegal group and conspiring to commRrobability of Merriment and Mooning (Nim-negah Publications, Shiraz,
crimes. They remain free on bail pending app®aher information: 2001), a collection of eight short stories for which he won the Press
Taghi Rahmani is a recipient of the 2005 Hellman/Hammett award<ritics Annual Prize in 2001, and many articles and cultural commen-
Previous political imprisonment/problems: Rahmani previously served taries in newspapers and journals. Since his arrest Yadali has been
13 years in the 1980's and 90’s for opposition activitigenorary banned from publishing, and his books have been withdrawn from the
member of: Danish PEN (Taghi Ramani). market. He has also been dismissed from his job, and is now unemployed

and without financial suppottonorary member of: Scottish PEN.

Sentenced, suspended
Abbas ABDI: Journalist, director of th@yandeh public opinion firm  Free on bail pending trial
and a former editor of the now-closed daglam. Arrested on 4 Mahbubeh ABBASGHOLIZADEH, Parvin ARDALAN, Jila
November 2002 and sentenced to 9 years and six months’ imprisonm&#NI YAGHOUB and Shadi SADR (f): Prominent women writers and
in February 2003 on charges of “cooperation with foreign governmentgdurnalists. Arrested on 4 March 2007 along with thirty other women
(selling information to the US) and “propaganda against the Islamiactivists. Baniyaghoub was released on bail on 9 March 2007, Ardalan
regime”. This followed the publication of ayandeh poll indicating  was released on bail on 7 March 2007, Sadr and Abbasgholizadeh were
overwhelming support for a resumption of Iran’s ties with the US by theeleased on bail on 19 March 2007. All three are still facing undisclosed
official news agency. In April 2003 his sentence was reduced on appe&dlarges for organising a demonstration in Tehran on 4 March 2007.
to four-and-a-half years. WiPC learnt that the Supreme Court acquittéRAN 13/07, 12 March 2007; Update #1, 26 March 2007).
Abbas Abdi of the two charges of “cooperation with foreign govern-



allegedly “insult[ed] Islamic values”. Sentence expired in August 2007,
Brief Detention/Facing charges case closed.

*Soheil ASSEFI: Journalist for a number of publications. ReportedlyReza ALIJANI: Editor-in-chief oflran-é-Farda. Arrested on 14 June
arrested on 4 August 2007 and detained incommunicado for over t2603 with Taghi and Hoda Saber (see above). They were among seven
months in Evin Prison, Tehran. He was released on 8 October 2007 gadrnalists who were sentenced on 10 May 2003 for their membership of
faces charges of ‘publishing false news likely to disturb public opinion'the National Religious Alliance (Melli Mazhabi),a nationalist Islamic

. ) group that has been banned since March 2001. They received sentences
Brief Detention of eleven, ten and six years’ imprisonment respectively on charges of

*Behzad KORDESTANI: Poet and writer from Marivan. Arrested on 23 “subversive activities against the state”. All three men remained free on
July 2007 along with two other intellectuals (see Kurdnasab and Rehiail pending appeal. On 1 May 2004 Reza Alijani learned that his
above) for their activities in support of Adnan Hassanpour (see ‘masentence was confirmed as four years’ imprisonment. Case closed,
case’ above). He was released without charge on 24 July 2007. sentence expired.

*Adl MAZRI: Editor of the newspapeBobh e Zahedan. Reportedly Mohammad Hassan ALIPOUR: Managing editor of the banned
arrested on 8 December 2007 in the southeastern city of Zahedan Wegekly Aban. Reportedly sentenced to 6 months in prison, suspended for
publishing false information and ‘disturbing public opinion’. Releasedwo years, on the charge of acting against the national security on 5
on 12 December 2007 pending trial. November 2005 for his writings. Case closed, sentence expired.

*Yaghoub Salaki NIA: Journalist for several newspapers includingSherko JIHANO: Iranian Kurdish journalist, human rights activist and
Shamesse Tabriz, Ahrar, andOmid Zanjan. Reportedly arrested on 30 Kurdish PEN member. Reportedly detained on 27 November 2006 in the
October 2007 and held without charge in Evin Prison until 19 Decemb&swn of Mahabad in Kurdistan Province after being summoned by the

2007. Prosecutor Office. He was freed on bail on 3 February 2007. Thought to
be still facing charges for writing critical articles that were published in
Released the foreign media. Case closed for lack of further information.

Haleh ESFANDIARI (f)and Kian TAJBAKHSH: Head of the Middle Morteza KAZEMIAN, Said MADANI, Ezzatollah SAHABI and Ali-

East Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Centre for ScholaReza RADJAI: Journalist with the now-banned dakath, journalist

in Washington D.C and consultant for the Open Society Institute respewith Iran-é-Farda, managing editor of the journian-e Farda, and jour-
tively.Arrested on 8 and 11 May 2007 respectively. Esfandiari travelledalist with Asr-é-Azadegan respectively. They are all believed to be

to Iran in December 2006 to visit her ailing mother. On 30 Decembeamong fifteen members of the National Religious Alliance (Melli
2006, prior to her planned departure from Iran, armed and masked midiazhabi), a nationalist Islamic group that has been banned since March
stopped her taxi and seized both her Iranian and US passports. She 2@81, whose trial began in camera on 8 January 2002 on charges of
then subjected to repeated and protracted interrogation sessions “bybversive activities against the state” and “blasphemy”. Sentenced to
Ministry of Intelligence officials until her arrest on 8 May 2007, whenl0, 10, 4 and 4 years’ imprisonment respectively. They spent periods of
she was transferred to Tehran’s Evin prison. Tajbakhsh was arrestedratying length in detention before being released on bail. Cases closed
his home in Tehran on or around 11 May 2007. On 29 May 2007 thdgr lack of further information.

were both charged with “endangering national security through prop&arid MODARRESI: Journalist with the dailyshargh and internet
ganda against the system and espionage for foreigners” agaimgiter. Reported on 22 June 2005 to have been sentenced to 91 days’
Esfandiari and Tajbakhsh. Haleh Esfandiari was freed on bail on 2thprisonment for insulting the President in his writings. He appealed the
August 2007 and left Iran on 2 September 2007. Kian Tajbakhsh wasntence and remained free. Also reported to have been handed down a

released on bail on 19 September 2007. suspended eight-month prison sentence in a separate case on charges of
‘acting against national security’ for his writings on 26 November 2005.
Case closed Reported to have been sentenced by Bench 1 of Qom Islamic Revolution

Alireza ALAVITABAR: Editor of the banned daili€@bh-Emroozand  Court to a 6 months suspended prison sentence for insulting the authori-
Bonyan. Reportedly sentenced to 15 months in prison, suspended ftes, and 6 months in prison for ‘propaganda against the regime’. This
three years, on 17 January 2006 for allegedly insulting the regimes®ntence was upheld on appeal in May 2006. Case closed for lack of
leaders in an article entitled ‘Militarism and its consequences’. Cadarther information.

closed, sentence expired. Aso SALAH: Reporter for the weeklPidgagh. Reportedly arrested on
Elham AFROUTAN (f): Journalist with the provincial weekly news- 8 March 2007 in Sanandaj by intelligence officials while covering an
paperTammadon-e Hormozgan (Hormozgan's Civilisation). Reportedly — authorised demonstration marking International Women’s Day. Case
detained on 29 January 2006 in the city of Bandar Abbas, in the provinclesed for lack of further information.

of Hormozgan, following the publication of a satirical article entitledQoli SHEIKHI: Managing editor of the dailylose’e. Reportedly
“Let's Expose the AIDS Epidemic of the Regime”. Charged withsentenced to two years’ imprisonment, suspended, and 10 million rials
insulting the Leader, officials and institutions of the Islamic Republic ofash fine on 18 December 2005 on charges of propaganda against the
Iran and spreading “propaganda against the system”. Sentenced on 9 Jayime and publishing lies with intent to disturb the public opinion for
2006 to one year in prison, suspended for five years, for ‘propagatirgticles published in his newspaper. Case closed, sentence expired.
immoralities’. Case closed for lack of further information. Mansour TAYFOURI: Journalist and member of the Kurdistan
Hashem AGHAJARI: Prominent reformist intellectual. Head of the Journalists’ Association. Reportedly detained in Marivan by Ministry of
history department at the Tarbiat Modarress University in Tehranntelligence officials on 8 March 2007 and held in a facility run by the
Arrested in August 2002 and sentenced to five years imprisonmemjnistry of Intelligence. At some point he was reportedly taken to a court
including a two-year suspended sentence, for a speech in which ineMarivan by Ministry of Intelligence officials, and then taken t&/5
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Marivan prison. He was released on bail on 8 April 2007. Case closed fi
lack of further information. SORDAN

Abolfazl VESSALI: Editor of the bannedNedaye Azarabadegan.

Reportedly detained on 7 June 2006 and charged with ‘sowing discdr@se closed

...by means of ethnic and racial issues, inciting the people againsaiser KAMSH and Ahmed SALAMA: Editor-in-chief and journalist
national security and interests’. Sentenced to 6 months in prisoaf Al Hilal newspaper. The Jordanian minister of foreign affairs brought
Released on bail pending appeal on 24 July 2006. Thought to remain feedawsuit against both men and the paper for defamation, insult and

pending appeal. Case closed for lack of further information. publishing false news after an article was published in the issue of the 18-
24 January 2007, which criticised the performance of the Jordanian
|RAQ government in general. Both men denied all charges during a hearing on

4 February 2007. Case closed for lack of further information.
Killed

*Shehab Mohammad AL-HITI: Editor for the weeklyBaghdad al- L |BYA
Youm. Reportedly last seen leaving his home in Baghdad on 28 October . "~
2007. His body was found later that day. Investigation

*Khalid HASSAN: Interpreter and reporter for thdew York Times , Jamal AL-HAJI, Fareed AZWY and I drissBOUFAY ED: Writers and
Baghdad bureau. Reportedly shot and killed in a targeted attack on f@litical activists. Idriss Boufayed was reportedly arrested on 16

July 2007 in Baghdad. February 2007 by officers of the Internal Security Agency. He is thought
. ) to be detained for organising a demonstration scheduled for 17 February
Brief detention to mark the first anniversary of a police attack on demonstrators in

*Hassan Shaheed AL-AZZAWI: Journalist for the dailyAl Sabah. Benghazi during which at least 12 people were shot dead and many more
Reportedly kidnapped on 28 July 2007 near Baqouba, northeast inofured. Several other dissidents are reported to have been arrested in
Baghdad. Al Azzawi was travelling with a friend from Baghdad when heonnection with the planned demonstration. They include writers Jamal
was stopped at an illegal checkpoint and seized by masked gunmen. adHaji and Fareed Azwy, who are reported to have been arrested on or
was released on 8 August 2007, and reportedly beaten during his detareund 15 February 2007. According to Amnesty International, the trial

tion. The identity of his kidnappers in unknown. of the three men, along with nine other government critics who were
arrested around the 17 February 2007, began on 24 June 2007. Al-Haji,
Case closed Azwy and Boufayed have reportedly been charged with offences

Mohammed Siyasss ASHKANI: Journalist for the newspap@eka. including attempting to overthrow the political system, possession of
Reportedly arrested on 22 January 2007 at his home in Rania, in theapons and explosives with the intention of carrying out subversive
Kurdish-controlled province of Sulaimaniya in northern Irag. Officialactivities and communication with enemy powers. All men are still in
security forces operating in the Kurdish region and known as thdetention and reportedly being held in Ain Zara Prison in Tripoli. No
Asayish, reportedly arrested Ashkani and transferred him to an unknoviurther news as of 31 December 20@Tevious problems/palitical
location in the city of Sulamaniya. His whereabouts and the reasons fionprisonment: Boufayed has been in exile for fifteen years in
his arrest are unknown. Case closed for lack of further information. ~ Switzerland, and was reportedly arrested by Libya’s Internal Security
Agency on 5 November 2006 during a visit to Libya. His passport was

ISRAEL confiscated when he arrived at the airport in Tripoli on 30 September
o 2006, and he was held incommunicado until 29 December 2006, when he
Investigation was released, apparently without charge. Dr Boufayed has been an

*Ata FARAHAT: Golan Heights correspondent for the daily newspapeoutspoken critic of Libyan leader Muammar al-Kaddafi and it is thought
Al Watan. Reportedly arrested on 30 July 2007 and detained since thentimat Dr Boufayed's critical writings against the government in foreign
Al-Jalama prison, southeast of Haifa. The charges against him amnebsites may have caused his detention.
unknown but it has been reported that Farahat was brought before an
investigative judge on several occasions. Farahat is a Syrian national MOROCCO
according to the Syria Centre for Media Expression, he may have been _
charged with ‘establishing contacts with an enemy nation’. His lawyerf@n Trial
and the Israeli media are banned from talking about the case. WiA®imed BENCHEM SI: Editor of the sister weeklieldichane and Tel
seeking further information. Quel. Reportedly charged with ‘showing disrespect for the King’ under

*Ron Ben YISHALI: Journalist for the dailyediot Aharonot. Reported in  Article 41 of the Moroccan Press Law. He was due to appear in court on
December 2007 to be facing charges for visiting Syria in September 2084 August 2007 but the hearing was adjourned to 7 November 2007 on
to report on developments in the region without official permissionthe request of the prosecutor. The charge is linked to an editorial written
Israel has no formal relations with Syria, and Israeli citizens are nély Benchemsi in which he questioned the King’s commitment to democ-
permitted to visit ‘enemy states’ without permission from the interioracy and the use of legislative elections under the current system. He
ministry. Breaches of the law can lead to jail terms of up to four years. previously received a suspended prison sentence for libel ion 2005 and

could face a prison sentence of between three to five years if found guilty.
WIiPC seeking an update.



Sentenced, suspended Brief detention

DrissKSIKES and Sanaa AL-AJI (f): Director and journalist respec- *Wajeha AL-HUWAIDER (f): Writer and leading human rights activist.
tively of Nichane magazine. Driss Ksikes and Sanaa al-Aji were charge®eportedly detained for seven hours after staging a one-woman demon-
with defaming Islam under Article 41 of the Press and Publication Lawstration calling for women to be given rights in mid-August 2007. She
2002 on 22 December 2006. The charges derive from a ten-page lomgs released after a male ‘guardian’ signed for her.

article analysing popular jokes on religion, sex and politics that was

published as a feature in the paper’s 9 to 15 December issue entitISYRlA

‘Jokes: How Moroccans laugh at religion, sex and politics’. The" |

Moroccan government banned the paper on 20 December 2006 and Af@in cases

King’s prosecutor at the Casablanca High Court ordered the police fref DALILA

investigate the matter. On 22 December, Driss Ksikes and Sanaa al-Bjio.b.: 1943. Profession: Professor and Dean of the Faculty of
were charged with ‘damage to the Islamic religion’ and ‘publication an&conomics at Damascus University also wrote for the banned walekly
distribution of articles contrary to morality’. They were each hande®oumari. Has written many books on economics, politics and social
down suspended three-year sentences on 15 January 2007 under the 2@fi2ry. Date of arrest: 9 September 200%entence: Ten years hard
Press Law. Both maintain they did not make fun of religion and hav@bour. Expires. 8 September 201Details of arrest: Reportedly

issued a public apology. arrested on 9 September 2001 for a lecture in which he called for democ-
. ) racy and transparency, and alleged official corruption. Arrested with nine
Brief Detention other members of the Civil Society Movement during the ‘Damascus

*Abderrahim ARIRI and Mostapha HURMATALLAH: Editor and  Spring’, a short-lived period of greater openness to public debate and
journalist with newspapeAl Watan Al An respectively. Reportedly calls for reformDetails of trial: Sentenced in early 2002 to 10 years in
arrested on 17 July 2007 after the publication of a report entitled ‘Tharison with hard labour by the Supreme State Security Court (SSSC) at a
Secret Reports Behind Morocco’s State of Alert’. Both men werérial, which did not comply with international standargkace of deten-
convicted of ‘receiving documents obtained by criminal means’ unddion: ‘Adra Prison, Damascus$reatment in prison: Said to be held in
Artciel 571 of the criminal code on 15 August 2007. Ariri, who wassolitary confinement, to have been beaten in detention and denied
released on 24 July 2007, received a six-month suspended sentencenbedical treatmentdealth concerns: Said to be seriously ill with heart
Hurmallah was handed down a eight months prison sentence. He wasblemsHonorary member of: American, English and Scottish PEN.
released pending appeal on 11 September 2007.

Michel KILO
PALEST'NE AUTHOR'TY D.o.b.: 1949 Profession: Prominent writer, journalist and civil society
o activist. Contributes to the leading Lebanese dalyNahar and the
Investigation London-based Arabic-language dafi+Quds Al-Arabi. Date of arrest:

*Omar AL-GHUL: Journalist with the pro-Fatah newspapéiHayat 14 May 2006Sentence: 3 years in prisofExpires: 13 May 2009 Details
Al-Jadida. Reportedly arrested at his home in Tal al-hawa, western Gazaf, arrest: Among 10 Syrian civil society activists to have been arrested
by Hamas security forces on 14 December 2007. His computer abdtween 14 and 18 May for signing the “Beirut-Damascus Declaration” of
several work documents were reportedly also seized. Held at Al-MashtaR May 2006 calling for the establishment of diplomatic relations between
the former headquarters of the intelligence services, as of 31 Decemhbebanon and Syria based on respect for each countries’ sovereignty.
2007. A Hamas spokesman stated that his detention was ‘not linkedSeveral hundred Syrian and Lebanese nationals signed the agreement.
his journalistic activity’ but gave no information of any charges againsthese arrests appear to be part of a renewed crackdown on government
him. opponents in recent months, where scores have been arrested for their

*Moukhless SAMARA: Journalist with the dailyalestine, which has  peaceful opposition activitieBetails of trial: Michel Kilo was issued a
been banned for three months. Reportedly arrested in Nablus pyovisional release order by a judge on 19 October 2006, but his release
Palestinian Authority security forces on 23 November 2007. Said to beas obstructed by new charges filed by the prosecution on 23 October
summoned for questioning for unknown reasons. WiPC checking006. He was convicted by the Damascus Criminal Court on 13 May 2007
whether still detained. on charges of “spreading false news, weakening national feeling and

inciting sectarian sentiments” for his dissident writings and pro-reform
SAUDI ARABIA activities.Place of detention: ‘A dra prison near DamascUg.eatment in
o prison: Said to be treated well and granted full access to his family.
Investigation Previous political imprisonment/problems: Michel Kilo has been

*Ahmad Fouad AL FARHAN: Internet writer. D.o.b.: 1976. Reportedly subject to persistent harassment by the Syrian authorities over the years as
detained on 10 December 2007 at his workplace in Jeddah, and takem t@sult of his work in support of democratic rigtti®norary member
an unknown location. His laptop was also confiscated. Thought to mé American PEN.( RAN 23/06, Update #2 to RAN 23/06, 16 May 2007).
investigated by the Ministry of the Interior in connection with statements L
published on his web-site http://www.alfarhan.org about political prislvestigation
oners in Saudi Arabia. No official information has been made knowiarim ‘ARBAJI: Website moderator. Reportedly arrested on 7 June
about why he is detained or where he is being held. Still detained inco@007 by the Mantaga branch of the Military Intelligence, apparently for
municado, without access to his family, as of 31 December 2007. moderating the website http://www.akhawia.net, a popular online forum

for Syrian youth covering social and political issues. Thought to hav@
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been transferred to Damascus, although no official information has begetained in poor conditions and said to be harassed by prison guards anc
given about his whereabouts or the reason for his arrest. fellow prisoners. [Sentence upheld on appeal on 18 January 2008].
*Tarek BIASI: Internet writer. Reportedly arrested on 30 June 2007 foPrevious political imprisonment/problems. Reportedly assaulted
allegedly ‘insulting the security services’ online. His whereaboutswice in May 2007 as he left an internet café in Tunis after writing critical
remain unknown and he continues to be detained incommunicado asasficles published online.
mid-October 2007. WiPC seeking an update. .
*Rashid 1SSA: Journalist with the dailffishrin. A libel case reportedly ~Facing charges
opened against him on 27 December 2007 at a court in Damascus. Bmar MESTIRI: Managing editor of the online magazikalima.
complaint was reportedly brought for an article he wrote in Septemb&ummoned by the prosecution’s offices on 29 March 2007 to respond to
2007 in which he accused a state theatre director of fraud. an alleged defamation offence. He was reportedly questioned about an
*Ali Zein al-*ABIDEEN MEJ AN: Reportedly sentenced to two years in article he published on 5 September 2006 on the case of a lawyer seeking
prison on 23 September 2007 by the Supreme State Security Court forclear his name after he was accused of fraud and forgery. Mestiri
“undertaking acts or writing speeches unauthorised by the governlaimed during the hearing that he had written the article after he
ment...that spoil its ties with a foreign state”. The charge is said to kmbtained evidence on the culpability of the lawyer in question. He denies
based on comments he posted online attacking Saudi Arabia. WiRI@at his article is defamatory. A court hearing was scheduled for 2 August
seeking further information. 2007. WiPC seeking an update.

Under banning order Sentenced in absentia

*Waddah MUHYIDDIN: Journalist for the weekliesl-Nur andBukraat Mohamed FOURATI: Journalist. Reportedly sentenced in absentia on 9
Daou. Reportedly banned from writing for the state news medidarch 2007 to one year and two months in prison. He had been charged
following allegations of ‘spreading false information’ by the Centralin 2002 of having ties with a group that helped the families of political
Commission for Control and Investigation. The banning order was issug@disoners after he wrote an article about fundraising for the family of a
following a story he wrote in October 2007 in which he criticised theletainee on the websitgima. Fourati now lives in Qatar where he
Central Commission for Control and Investigation. Muhyiddin is knowrworks for the dailyAl-Sharg. The Tunisian authorities are refusing to let
for his investigation of corruption in both the state and private sector amis wife leave the country.
in the judicial apparatus. He is also facing four libel suits brought since

September 2007. Released
Mohammed ABBOU: Internet writer, lawyer and human rights activist.
Released Arrested on 1 March 2005 and sentenced to three years and six months

SIS

Nu'man ‘Ali ‘ABDU: Journalist for Lebanese monthll-Tarik. for “publishing false reports”, “insulting the judiciary”, “inciting people
Arrested in 1992 and sentenced to fifteen years’ imprisonment for his break the law” and “publishing offences” in connection with an article
membership of the Party for Communist Action. Presumed freed omhich he had written and posted on thaisnews website in August
expiry of sentence. 2004. Released under amnesty on 24 July 2007.

Habib SALEH: Writer for the dailyAn-Nahar and cyber dissident.

Arrested on 27 May 2005 and sentenced to three years in prison on yNITED ARAB EMIRATES

August 2006 for his dissident writings and activities. Released on 1 ]

September 2007 under a law that allows prisoners to be released aféftenced, free on bail

completing three-quarters of their sentence. *Khalid EL-ASLY: Internet writer. Reportedly sentenced to five months
in prison on 12 September 2007 on criminal defamation charges after he
Case closed was accused of writing for the website Majan (www.majan.net) under an

Ibrahim ZORO: Human rights activist and Internet writer. Reportedly alias whose writings were deemed to be defamatory. El-Asly denies the
arrested on 5 April 2007 in Damascus. His arrest was kept secret fdhtarges and is appealing against the sentence. His appeal was schedule
nearly a week. His family does not know the reasons of his arrest or Hig@ 26 November 2007, WiPC seeking an update.

whereabouts. Zoro, who belongs to the Kurdish minority, was helping to o

organise a seminar called * The Philosophy of Lies’ at the time of higvestigation

arrest. He has posted many articles in Arabic on foreign based websft#ohammed Rashed SHEHHI: Owner of the website Majan.net .

Case closed for lack of further information. Reportedly facing three defamation suits and has been handed down a
one-year suspended prison sentence for comments published on his

TUNISIA website, which has been closed since August 2007. On 19 November
o 2007 he was acquitted in another defamation case (see Khali El-Asly
Investigation above), and the 17-month jail sentence over-turned. WiPC seeking

*Slim BOUKHDIR: Journalist with the London-basédtQuds Al Arabi further details of the cases still pending against him.
and internet writer. Reportedly detained in Sfax on 26 November 2007
whilst on his way to Tunis to renew his passport. Charged with allegedXEM EN
“assaulting a government employee in the exercise of his duty” and "
“breach of decent behaviour”. The charges are widely believed to B@cing charges/attacked
politically motivated and he is thought to be targeted for his criticeAbdel Karim AL-KHAIWANI: Former editor of the online opposition
reporting. Sentenced on 4 December 2007 to one year in prison. RemagiblicationAl-Shoura, According to PEN’s information, Abdel Karim



Al-Khaiwani has been under threat since 20 June 2007, when his h . - -

was raided and he was arrested for his alleged links with the reﬁEN Centres Wlth erterS IN

fighting government forces in the city of Saada, north west of t . .

country. It is thought that the charges relate to his journalistic activitiﬁrISOn Commlttees

He was released on bail in late July, but still faces vague terrorism

charges brought by a state security court on 4 July 2007. He has since

been subject to continued harassment; his website has been block&fligan Writers Abroad, American, Armenian, Austrian, Bangladesh,
number of times and both he and his family have been threaterielarus, Belgian Flemish, Belgian French, Bolivian, Canadian, Catalan,
Attack: On 27 August 2007, Al-Khaiwani was subjected to an appa®elombian, Czech, Danish, English, Finnish, French, Galician, German,
ently politically motivated assault, when he was reportedly abducted®grman Writers Abroad, Ghanaian, Hong Kong, Iceland, Independent
gunmen in civilian clothing whilst waiting for a taxi outside the offices @hinese PEN Centre, Iranian Writers in Exile, Italian, Israeli, Japanese,
the weekly newspapéil-Needa in central Sana’a. Al-Khaiwani recog- Kenyan, Kurdish, Liechenstein, Lithuanian, Malawian, Melbourne,
nized one of his abductors as one of the Yemeni security officers viftexico, Nepalese, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
raided his home in June. Al-Khaiwani was beaten and threatened Wtrwegian, Palestinian, Paraguay, Polish, Portuguese, Quebecois,
death for articles which allegedly harmed the President’'s image d&nssian, San Miguel de Allende, Scottish, Sierra Leone, Slovak, South
threatened Yemen'’s national unity. His passport, identity cards and othfgican, Suisse Romande, Swedish, Swiss German, Swiss Italian, Sydney,
belongings were confiscated during the attack. It is believed that Fisetan, Turkish, Ugandan, USA, US Writers in Exile, Venezuelan,
abduction was motivated by an article he wrote and published onMViétnamese Writers Abroad

August 2007 by the weeki-Needa, entitled “What's Before the State:

A Homeland Behind Bars”. The article discussed the status of prisoneotal: 64

in the country’s prisons, prison conditions and alleged injustice.

Following the attack, Al-Khaiwani was treated at Al-Ahali Hospital in

Sana’a and reportedly suffered extensive bruising on his face, chest, and

hands Professional details: Al-Khaiwani has been a harsh critic of the

government for several years, and is particularly known for his writings

against the government’s fight with rebels in Saada. In 2004, as editor of

the then-print weekhAl-Shoura, al-Khaiwani was sentenced to a year in

jail for incitement, insulting the president, publishing false news, and

causing tribal and sectarian discrimination through his published criti-

cisms of the government’s conduct in the fighting.

Death Threats

*Nayef HASSAN: Editor in chief of the newspapAl Shaari. Reportedly
threatened with death by ten unidentified armed men on 30 July 2007.
The men arrived at the offices of the newspaper and were looking for
Hassan who was away at the time. They then reportedly told the office
staff that they would kill him. The incident follows a lawsuit brought by
the Yemeni government, which accuses the newspaper and its staff of
damaging national security after a series of articles on fighting between
the army, and some armed groups were published. The charges have been
brought in a court normally used to try terrorists and convictions on these
charges could lead to death sentences for accused journalists.

Case closed

Jamal AMER and Mustafa NASSER: Editor and journalist of the inde-
pendentAl-Wasat respectively. Reportedly charged with defaming the
Religious Endowment Ministry and the military police on 5 March 2007.
The charges stem from an article published in the paper on 19 June 2006,
accusing the said authorities of corruption. Case closed for lack of further
information.

Abdel al-MAHTHARI: Editor in chief of the independent weeldy+

Deyar. Reportedly charged with defaming the Watani Bank for Trade
and Investment. The charges derive from an article published on 7
December 2005, in which he implied that the bank was guilty of embez-
zlement. The case opened on 10 March 2007. Case closed for lack of
further information.
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. . 46. Dawa Gyaltsen ........... ... . i CHINA/TIBET
List of Main Cases or Cases 47. Tashi Gyaltsen (English PEN) ... 0000000 CHINA/TIBET
48. Jampel Gyatso (EnglishPEN) ................... CHINA/TIBET
Adopted by PEN CentreS by 49. Ngawang Phulchung (American, Austrian, Canadian, English,
SYdNey) ...t CHINA/TIBET
Country 50. Jestis Alvarez Castillo . . - .. ...+ vv e CUBA
51. Pedro Argielles Moran (English) ....................... CUBA
indi ; 52. Victor Rolando Arroyo Carmona (Finland) .. .............. CUBA
(Those elected by PEN Centres are indicated in brackets) 53. Mijail Barzaga Lugo (Netherlands) ...................... CUBA
Current as of 31 December 2007 54. Albert Santiago Du Bouchet Hernandez .................. CUBA
55. Adolofo Fernandez Sainz (English) . ..................... CUBA
1. Yashar AGAZADE ............ ... ... . . AZERBAIJANGG. Miguel Galvan Gutiérrez (Sydney) . ..., CUBA
2. Sardar ALIBEILI ....... ... .. .. AZERBAIJANG7. Julio César Gélvez Rodriguez (English) .................. CUBA
3. Eynulla FATULLAYEV . ... ... i, AZERBAIJAN 58. José Luis Garcia Paneque (English) . ..................... CUBA
4. Rovshan KARBILI . ... ... it AZERBAIJANSS. Ricardo Severino Gonzalez Alfonso (Finnish, German) . . .. .. CUBA
5. Faamuz NOVRUZOGLU ...................... AZERBAIJANGO. Léster Luis Gonzalez Pent6n (Sydney, American) .......... CUBA
6. Samir SADAGATOGLU ......... ... AZERBAIJANGL. Alejandro GonzalezRaga . . .. ... oovi i CUBA
7. RafigTAGI ... . AZERBAIJAM2. Ivan Hernandez Carrillo (Catalan, Scotland) .............. CUBA
8. Salah Uddin Shoaib Chaudhury (USA, English) ...BANGLADESH3. Normando Hernadndez Gonzalez (English, American) ....... CUBA
9. FaustoBRITES . ... ... .. e BRAZB4. Juan Carlos Herrera Acosta (Germany) . .................. CUBA
10. CHENShuQing .. ..o CHINGS. José Ubaldo lzquierdo . ..., CUBA
11. CHING Cheong (ICPC) .. ..o CHINg6. José Miguel Martinez Hernandez ....................... CUBA
12. GUO QIizhen (ICPC) . .. .o CHINgY. Héctor Maseda Gutiérrez (Italy) ........................ CUBA
13. Hada (Canadian, ICPC) ...t CHING8. Jose Antonio MOLAPORRO .......................... CUBA
14 HU JIa oo CHIMA. Pablo Pacheco Avila .. ...... ... ... CUBA
15. He Depu (Suisse Romande, ICPC) . . .................... CHINA Raymond PERDIGONBRITO .............ciiuivn.... CUBA
16. HU Shigen (English, ICPC, Canadian) .................. CHINAL. Omar PernetHernandez . ..., CUBA
17. Huang Jingiu (German, American, English, ICPC ......... CHINZ2. Fabio Prieto Llorente (English) . ........... ... ... ... .... CUBA
18. Jin Haike (Ghanian, ICPC) ........... ... ... v, CHINAS. Alfredo PulidoLOpez . ... CUBA
19. Kong Youping (ICPC) . . ..o oo CHINAL. José Gabriel Ramén Castillo . .......................... CUBA
20. Korash Huseyin (American, English, ICPC) .............. CHINZAS. Blas Giraldo Reyes Rodriguez (Sydney) . ................. CUBA
21. LIChangqing (ICPC) . ... .o CHINZS. Omar Rodriguez Saludes (Finland) ...................... CUBA
22. LiZhi(CanadianICPC) ... CHINA7. Omar Moisés Ruiz Hernandez (Sweden) ................. CUBA
23 LUGENSONG .ot ittt ettt et CHINB. Oscar SANCHEZ MADAN . .. ... i CUBA
24. LU Jianhua (ICPC) . ... oo CHINM. Léster TéllezCastro . ...t CUBA
25, LU ZENGQI v ettt CHINGD. Alberto Gl TRIAY ES .. ... CUBA
26. Nurehamet Yasin (American, English, ICPC) ............. CHIN81. Ram6n VEAZQUZ TORANSO ...t CUBA
27. Abdulghani Memetemin (German, ICPC) ................ CHINB2. Abdel Kareem Nabil SULEIMAN ... ................... EGYPT
28. Ning Xianhua (ICPC) . ... .. e CHIN®3. Omer “Abu Akla (Ghana) . .......................... ERITREA
29. Shi Tao (Canadian, German, ICPC, Sydney, USA, New Zealand, 84. Said Abdelkader (American, Canadian) ............... ERITREA
English, Swiss Italian, American) ..................... CHINB5. Akhader Ahmedin(Ghana) . ......................... ERITREA
30. Tao Haidong (ICPC) ... .o e CHINGS. General Ogbe Abraha .. ......... ... ..., ERITREA
31. Tohti Tunyaz (American, Canadian, Catalan, English, Japan, 87. Mahmud Ahmed Sheriffo............... ... ... ... ... ERITREA
Leichenstein, Perth, ICPC).....CHINA 88. Yusuf Mohamed Ali (American, Canadian) ............ ERITREA
32.Wang Xioning . .. ovv i CHINg9. Emanuel Asrat (American, Canadian) ................. ERITREA
33. WuYilong (ICPC) . . ..o CHINBO. Astier Feshatsion ............. ... . ... ERITREA
34. XuWei (Ghana, ICPC) . ... CHIN#L. Berhane Ghebre Eghzabiher ........................ ERITREA
35. Xu Zerong (Ghana, ICPC) . ...t CHINDR. Beraki Ghebre Selassie .. ........... ... ... ...t ERITREA
36. YAN Xengzhue . ...t CHINgS. Amanuel Ghebremaskel (Ghana) .. ................... ERITREA
37. YANG Maodong . ... ovvie i CHIN®M. Ghebremedhin (Ghana) ............ .. ... ... ........ ERITREA
38. Yang Tongyan (Canadian, ICPC) ....................... CHINS. Yebio Ghebremedhin (Ghana) ....................... ERITREA
39. Yang Zili (Ghana, ICPC) ........ ... ... i, CHIN®6. Temesken Ghebreyesus (American, Canadian) . ......... ERITREA
40. YUHuafeng . ... CHINY. Daniel Habte (Ghana) .. .............. ... ... ... ..... ERITREA
41. Zhang Honghai (Ghana,ICPC) . ........... ... ... ....... CHIN®. Mattewos Habteab (American) ...................... ERITREA
42. Zhang Lin .. ... e CHING®. Muluberhan Habtegebriel (Ghana) ................... ERITREA
43. Zheng Yichun (Canadian, PEN Flanders, ICPC) ........... CHINWO. Dawit Habtemichael (American) .................... ERITREA
44, ZHANG Jianhong . ... .o o CHINKO1. Medhanie Haile (American, Ghana, Canadian) ........ ERITREA
45. Dolma Kyab (English, German) ................. CHINA/TIBETL02. Zemenfex Haile (Ghana) .......................... ERITREA



103. Hamid Himid .. ........ ... ERITRE . -

104. Dawit Isaac (AMErican) ................oueuueeo... ERITRES'aIf-year StatIStICS

105. Saleh IdrisKekia . . .. ... ERITR

106, GErMaN0 Nati . . .. ... wvee e ERITREA!Y to December 2007

107. Meles Nigusse(Ghana) ............ ..., ERITREA

108. Estifanos Seyoum . ........ .. ERITREMIE.........ooiiiiiiee et

109. Petros SOIoMON . ... ..o ERITREAMed Investigation................

110. Haile Woldetesnae ............ ..., ERITREAsappeared.........ccccoecvveveennns

111. Fesshaye Yohannes (American, Canadian) ............ ERITRERIn Case (imprisoned)

112. Paolos Zaid (Ghana) . ........... . ... ERITREMder Investigation (imprisoned) ..........ccccccoveee 65

113. EmadeddinBaqi . .. ... IRANdIcial Concern.........cccoeevvvceinviiieiee

114. AliFarahbakhsh . ........ ... ... . IRAMder Judicial Process

115. Mohammed Hassan Fallahiya (English) .................. IRANDbn Custodial Sentence......

116. Kaveh Javanmard . ......... ... IRANHIAING ..o,

117. Mohammad Sadiq Kabudvand ......................... IRAief Detention

118. Ako Kurdnasab ............. i IRADEath Threat...........cceevneene

119. Ejlal Qavami . .. ..o IRADther Threat/Harassment

120. Grand Ayatollah Yasub al Diri Rastgari . ................. IRANttacked/lll-treated ..................... .

121. Siamak Pourzand (American, Canadian, Norway) . ......... IRARIANAPPET .....oeiiiiiiiie e

122. Taghi Rahmani (Danish) ............ ... ... ... .. ... .... IRADeported/Expelled/Fled .........ccceevciiveeniiieeeie,

123 Hoda Saber . ... IRAN

124. Kian Tajbaksh ... ... . . IRADLAL .....eeeeeiiiee e 582.

125. Aung Than (American) .............c.oeiuennn.. MYANMAR

126. Aung Zeya (American) . ...........ocuuiiiiennan.. MYANMARREIEASEM .....ccvvveeeeiiiiie e 52

127. Aung San Suu Kyi (English, Canadian) ............ MYANMAR

128. Ko Aung Tun (Canadian, Canberra, Norwegian) ... .. MYANMAR

129. Maung Maung Oo (American) .. .................. MYANMAR

130. MAUNG Thura (aka ‘Zargana’) (English) .......... MYANMAR

131. Sein Hlaing (American) .............c.cciineon.. MYANMAR

132. UAYE KYU .ot e MYANMA - icti

133. Win Tin (Hong Kong (E), Japan, New Zealand) ... ... MYANMARH:uII year StatIStlcs

134. Nikolai Andrushchenko . . ........ ... ... ... . oL, RUSSPanuary to December 2007

135. Stanislav Dmitrievski . ......... ... . RUSSIA

136. Aref Dalila (English) .. ... i SYRIA

137. Michel Kilo . ... o SYRIKIE. ...

138. Mehmet Bakir . ...... ... .. . TURKEKXilled Investigation...............

139. Hrant Dink (Belgium (Fl), English, Norway) .......... TURKEY Disappeared..........cccccovverueennne

140. Leyla Zana (Belgium (FI), English, San Miguel, Scottish, USA,  Main Case (imprisoned)
WritersinExile) ........ .. .. . TURKEWYnder Investigation (imprisoned) .............c........ 65

141. Ragip Zarakolu (American, Canadian, English, Kurdish, Scottish,Judicial Concern............ccccccoeecvveeriinnnenn.
Netherlands, Quebec, Sweden) ...................... TURKBYider Judicial Process

142. Rahim Esenov (English, Canadian and American) . ........... Nan Custodial Sentence.......

....................................... TURKMENISTAM Hiding .....cccvvveeviiviieeenes

143. Muhammad Bekzhon (American, Canadian, English, USA) . .. .. Brief Detention
........................................... UZBEKISTADNeath Threat.............ccceeueeee.

144. Mamadali Makhmudov (American, Canadian, English, Netherland®ther Threat/Harassment
USA) UZBEKISTANttacked/lll-treated ..................... .

145. Dzhamshid (Jamshid) Karimov (English) ......... UZBEKISTANKIANAPPEA ......evieiiiiieeeiiieee e

146. Yusif Ruzimaradov (American, Canadian, English, USA) ...... Deported/Expelled/Fled ..........ccccooiiieiienieninnn.
........................................... UZBEKISTAN

147. Dang PhucTue ...t VIETNADELA ... 1009

148. Le Thi Cong Nhan (Suisse Romande) ............... VIETNAM

149. Thich Huyen Quang (Denmark, English, France, Sydney) . ..... Released..........cocviiiiiiiiiiiic e 94
.............................................. VIETNAM

150. Nguyen Van Dai (Suisse Romande) ................. VIETNAM

151. NguyenVan Ly (Sydney) ............cciuiievnn... VIETNAM

152. TranQuoc Hien . ... ... e VIETNAM

153. Tran Khan Thanh Thuy (English PEN) .............. VIETNAM
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